THE 


ESSEX  INSTITUTE 

HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 


VOL.  XCI  — 1956 
Issued  Quarterly 


SALEM,  MASS. 


PRINTED  FOR  THE  ESSEX  INSTITUTE 


m 


RALPH  WALDO  EMERSON 


From  ar>  Etching  by  W  H.  W.  Bicknell  made  from  a  Daguerreotype  which  Southworth  &  Hawr^. 
took  when  Emerson  was  in  his  prime. 

These  Etchings  were  published  by  A  W.  Elson  &  Company  of  Boston  and  sold  at  S35  eac^ 
on  parchment  and  $20.  on  English  paper. 


From  the  Essex  Institute  Collection 


ESSEX  INSTITUTE 

HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS 

VoL.  XCI  JANUARY,  1955  No.  1 

HOOSIER  REACTIONS  TO  EMERSON 

By  Ernest  W.  Kinne 


Beginning  with  1850,  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  made  al¬ 
most  annual  lecture  tours  that  took  him  as  far  west  as 
frontier  Kansas  and  Minnesota.  Writing  to  his  wife  from 
the  prairies  of  Illinois  he  complained  of  the  rugged  winter 
traveling:  “A  cold  raw  country  this,  and  plenty  of  night 
travelling  and  arriving  at  four  in  the  morning,  to  take  the 
last  and  worst  bed  in  the  tavern  ...”  and  five  days  later 
he  added,  “Mercury  below  zero  22°  and  this  the  t>velfth 
day  of  the  cold  snap.  To  cuddle  into  bed  is  the  only  refuge 
in  these  towns.”  On  another  occasion  he  travelled  sixty-five 
miles  by  sleigh  to  keep  a  lecture  appointment  after  the  rail¬ 
road  had  failed  him.  Such  were  the  hardships  of  this  mis¬ 
sionary  of  culture,  of  a  man  no  longer  young  and  never  in 
very  robust  health. 

Emerson’s  wanderings,  however,  did  not  bring  him  to 
Indiana  until  1860,  when  he  lectured  in  Lafayette  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  4;  unfortunately  no  newspaper  account  of  that  lecture 
survives,  but  a  brief  advance  notice  of  the  event  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Lafayette  Daily  journal,  his  subject  being 
“Conduct  of  Life.” 

In  a  letter  from  Lafayette  to  Lidian  Emerson,  dated  Feb¬ 
ruary  5,  1860,  he  professed  to  find  it  surprising  "that  you 
should  fancy  that  an  old  gentleman  plodding  through  this 
prairie  mud,  on  such  dingy  errands,  too,  should  be  capable 
of  letters  ....  I  have  had  a  much  easier  western  trip 
this  far,  than  ever  before,  partly  owing  to  the  fine  weather. 

Note  :  Mr.  Emerson  was  a  frequent  lecturer  at  the  old 
Salem  Lyceum  on  Church  street  in  Salem  in  the  middle  of  the 
Nineteenth  century. 
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which  has  been  almost  unbroken.”  He  expressed  disappoint¬ 
ment  over  his  inability  to  obtain  Darwin’s  new  book,  The 
Origin  of  Species.  “It  has  not  arrived  in  these  dark  lands.” 

Three  years  later  Emerson  made  his  way  to  Indianapolis 
for  his  first  lecture  there,  and  in  1866  delivered  his  second 
and  last  lecture  in  that  then  thriving  city  of  thirty  thousand. 
From  Chicago,  where  he  had  lectured  on  January  22,  1863, 
to  the  Young  Men’s  Association,  he  arrived  in  Indianapolis 
on  Friday  evening  “at  great  haste  and  inconvenience  from 
Chicago”  only  to  find  that,  because  of  a  misunderstanding 
between  his  lecture  agent  and  the  local  committee,  no  hall 
was  available  the  next  evening  and  that  he  must  wait  until 
Tuesday  night  before  a  hall  would  be  free  for  his  lecture. 

“  Tis  a  long  day’s  ride  from  Chicago,”  he  concludes  in  his 
letter  home  with  an  almost  audible  sigh. 

Apologetically,  the  Indianapolis  Daily  Journal  of  January 
26,  1863,  notes  that  “this  distinguished  philosopher  and 
author  has  been  in  our  city  since  Friday  night  waiting  an 
opportunity  to  deliver  a  lecture  before  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  ....  The  accidental  occupancy  of 
Masonic  Hall  ever>'  night  till  Tuesday  night  Jan.  27  has 
caused  the  delay,  which  we  hope  will  not  be  unprofitable 
or  unpleasant  for  our  distinguished  visitor.” 

One  of  his  hosts,  however,  “made  my  visit  or  imprison¬ 
ment  in  dingy  hotel  and  muddy  town  as  tolerable  as  he 
could,  brought  me  lawyers  and  college  professors,  carried 
me  to  hear  (^ttschalk  and  Patti.”  According  to  the  Journal, 
the  farewell  concerts  of  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  pianist  and  com¬ 
poser,  and  Carlotta  Patti,  soprano  prima  donna,  were  to  be 
given  in  Masonic  Hall,  January  23  and  24;  hence  the  cause 
of  the  delay  in  Emerson’s  lecture  date.  Although  the  Jour¬ 
nal  gave  the  concert  its  wholehearted  praise,  the  less  high¬ 
brow  Sentinel  declared,  “The  musical  critics  were  in  ecsta- 
cies,  and  those  who  did  not  know  whether  the  music  was 
good  or  bad  took  their  cues  from  those  of  cultivated  taste 
and  consequently  the  praises  of  the  great  composer  and  the 
great  vocalist  were  upon  every  tongue.” 

Indianapolis  streets,  then  a  sea  of  mud,  were  a  formidable 
obstacle  to  trafiBc;  nevertheless,  the  concert  won  the  verdict 
over  the  mud,  declared  the  Sentinel  of  January  24,  which 
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also  deplored  the  lack  of  civic  pride  that  tolerated  such  con¬ 
ditions.  “The  streets  of  the  city  are  hlthy  in  the  extreme. 
Even  the  bowldered  squares  are  ankle  deep  in  mud.”  More 
tolerant  of  the  city’s  shortcomings,  Emerson  wrote  home, 
“The  best  feature  in  the  city  is  that  it  is  laid  out  on  the 
model  of  Washington  City  and  its  streets  are  named  after 
the  states.” 

Thus  we  see  that  his  long  weekend  was  spent  profitably. 
On  Saturday  morning  Mr.  Emerson  visited  the  Blind  Asy¬ 
lum,  “where  he  witnessed  the  examination  of  the  various 
classes,  and  expressed  himself  highly  pleased  with  the  pro¬ 
ficiency  of  the  pupils,”  according  to  the  report  in  the  Journal 
on  January  26.  After  they  sang  a  “spirited  song”  Emerson 
addressed  them  for  a  few  minutes  and  at  the  request  of 
a  Mr.  Churchman  “recited  a  pretty  ballad,  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott’s,  and  thus  concluded  a  pleasant  interview  for  all 
parties.”  Then  the  reporter  concluded,  “Mr.  Emerson  will 
lecture  tomorrow  night.  His  subject  is  quaintly  named  by 
himself,  ‘Clubs,  or  Conversation.’  ” 

Perhaps  to  make  amends  for  this  somewhat  facetious  re¬ 
mark  the  Journal  ran  this  notice  on  Tuesday  before  the 
lecture  was  actually  given:  “VV^e  hardly  need  remind  our 
readers  that  tonight  at  Masonic  Hall,  Ralph  VV^aldo  Emerson, 
one  of  the  profoundest  thinkers  and  ablest  essayists  of  the 
present  age,  will  lecture  before  the  Young  Men’s  Christian 
Association.  It  is  not  often  that  we  get  sight  or  hearing  of 
so  truly  intellectual  a  man,  and  we  are  confident  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  will  not  be  lost.” 

Much  more  blunt  was  the  announcement  in  the  Indian¬ 
apolis  Sentinel  of  the  same  date:  “Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 
lectures  tonight  at  Masonic  Hall.  The  subject  is  ‘Clubs  or 
Conversation.’  We  do  not  know  what  that  means,  for  un¬ 
like  our  Legislature,  Mr.  Emerson  is  not  bound,  as  far  as 
we  know,  to  express  the  subject  matter  in  the  title  of  his 
bill  of  fare.  We  are  satisfied,  however,  that  the  lecture  will 
be  one  of  interest.  Mr.  Emerson  ranks  high  as  a  writer  and 
lecturer,  and  he  has  the  power  to  entertain  and  instruct  a 
cultivated  audience.”  Evidently  the  Sentinel  assumed  that 
Indianapolis  would  provide  such  an  audience;  at  any  rate 
it  failed  to  report  the  lecture  itself  in  any  subsequent  issues 
of  the  paper.  More  to  the  taste  of  the  editor  perhaps  were 
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the  Swiss  Bell  Ringers  who  were  advertised  to  give  “exhibi¬ 
tions  of  their  novel  and  enchanting  music”  one  week  hence; 
or  the  “gorgeous  spectacle  of  Aladdin”  then  running  in  an¬ 
other  theater  with  “startling  and  original  tableaux,  combats 
and  dances.” 

The  Journal  of  January  28,  however,  gives  a  rather  full 
account  of  the  lecture,  a  comment  of  sufficient  interest  to 
warrant  quoting  several  sentences.  “Probably  a  better  night 
might  have  brought  out  a  larger  audience  but  it  could  hardly 
have  brought  out  a  more  appreciative  one.”  The  purpose 
of  the  lecturer  was  to  show  “the  importance  of  clubs  or  social 
gatherings,  properly  applied  and  regulated,  to  cultivate  gen¬ 
uine  conversation.”  The  lecture,  declared  the  reporter,  “was 
full  of  sound  philosophy  and  shrewd  observation.  And  it 
overflowed  with  anecdote  and  erudition.  Probably  no  other 
living  man  could  bring  so  completely  together  such  widely 
scattered  elements  of  opinion  and  instruction.  He  had 
anecdotes  and  maxims  from  the  Greeks,  legends  from  the 
Scandinavians,  bon-mots  from  the  French,  repartees  from 
the  English,  and  facts  from  ever\'^vhere,  and  all  worked  into 
a  solid  and  symmetrical  fabric.” 

The  rival  Indianapolis  Daily  Gazette  for  January’  28  re¬ 
ported  that  the  lecture  was  attended  by  “an  intelligent,  and 
appreciative,  audience  last  night.”  His  subject  “was  illus¬ 
trated  in  a  striking  manner,  turning  all  subjects  for  the 
time,  like  the  waters  of  a  mill  race,  to  bear  upon  one,  and 
keep  the  whole  moving.  Anecdotes,  maxims  and  queer 
illustrations,  sparkled  out  here  and  there  like  stars  in  a  clear 
firmament,  illuminating  the  discourse  and  rendering  it  more 
interesting  and  entertaining.”  The  Gazette  hoped  that  the 
value  of  clubs  for  stimulating  “a  healthy  flow  of  conversa¬ 
tion”  would  not  pass  “unnoticed  or  unimproved.  We  need 
clubs,  social  societies  for  mutual  improvement  —  not  mutual 
admiration  societies  —  which  would  conduce  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  and  enlightenment  of  their  patrons,  and  now  we  need 
them  most.” 

Like  many  other  newspapers  of  the  time,  the  Journal  has 
some  adverse  criticism  of  Emerson’s  delivery  and  his  effec¬ 
tiveness  as  a  speaker,  but  its  comments  are  more  temperate 
than  some.  (Just  one  week  previouslv,  Januarv  20,  1863, 
the  Daily  Milwaukee  News  called  “Clubs  anrt  Conversa- 
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tions”  “one  of  the  poorest  lectures  Emerson  was  capable  of 
and  suspected  him  of  under-rating  the  capacity  of  Western 
audiences.”  But  the  Milwaukee  Daily  Sentinel  in  apparent 
disagreement  complimented  the  audience  as  “a  testimony  of 
the  good  sense  of  the  lecture-going  public,”  according  to 
Ralph  L.  Rusk  in  The  Letters  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson.') 

Commenting  on  his  delivery,  the  Journal  reporter  wrote: 
“If  we  were  to  make  objections  to  Mr.  Emerson’s  st\'le  or 
manner  of  lecturing,  we  should  say  his  lecture  was  too  much 
like  a  book,  his  delivery  not  bold  and  full  enough  to  enable 
his  heaters  to  take  in  every  sentiment  and  digest  it  before 
another  of  equal  or  greater  importance  is  uttered.  A  read¬ 
ing  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  a  hearing,  as  one  could 
then,  at  his  leisure,  stop  to  dissect  an  idea  before  proceed¬ 
ing;  he  could  see  the  word  or  name,  for  instance,  of  a 
Scandinavian  deity,  which  is  not  heard  ver\’  often,  and 
appreciate  the  application  or  connection.”  This  complaint 
of  Emerson’s  erudition  leaving  the  audience  gasping  behind 
him  was  a  fairly  frequent  one  in  the  journalism  of  the  time. 
“It  keeps  one  thinking  rapidly,  all  the  time,  to  retain  all 
the  lecturer  says,  or  like  the  child  stringing  beads,  with  no 
knot  in  her  thread,  the  ideas  drop  off  as  fast  as  they  are 
run  on.  A  better  selection  of  a  subject  could  have  been 
made  for  this  time  and  latitude;  one  of  more  vital  impor¬ 
tance.”  Here  he  seems  to  be  echoing  the  Milwaukee  paper 
quoted  above. 

“His  stvle  of  delivery,”  he  continues,  “is  perfectly  adapted 
to  his  style  of  oratory.  Both  are  unlike  anybody  else’s,  full 
of  quaint  jerks  and  turns  of  thought,  and  as  quaint  halts 
and  modulations  of  speech,  yet  both  strong,  direct,  and 
devoid  of  the  slightest  suggestion  of  a  desire  to  let  either 
help  the  other  by  any  grace  or  ornament  of  oratory.  The 
delivery  simply  gets  out  the  idea,  and  don’t  [sic]  try  to 
keep  it  on  its  feet  afterwards,  and  the  idea  takes  no  pains 
to  shape  itself  so  as  to  let  the  delivery  have  a  graceful  task 
of  it.  He  has  a  fashion  of  seeming  to  forget  the  last  word 
or  two,  always  significant,  and,  as  in  an  air  on  the  violin, 
the  keynotes,  of  a  sentence,  and  stumbling  upon  them  un¬ 
expectedly  with  an  effect  that  the  most  elaborate  declama¬ 
tion  could  not  produce.  This  is  manifestly  not  a  trick  of 
the  rostrum,  but  the  necessary  halting  of  speech  to  let  the 
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idea  catch  up  with  it.  An  illustration  may  not  be  out  of 
place.  Speaking  of  the  bringing  out  of  one  thought  by  an¬ 
other  in  conversation,  a  corresponding  or  related  thought, 
as  one  story  suggests  another  like  it,  he  said:  Thoughts 
always  go  in  pairs.  One  fact  recalls  another,  however  dis¬ 
tant  in  time  or  different  in  circumstances  the  knowledge 
of  it  may  have  been  acquired.  Related  thoughts  will  come 
together.  Thoughts  go  in  pairs.  And  this  is  the  reason, 
probably,  why,  when  a  man  tells  a  good  story  he  invariably’ 
—  hesitating  as  if  he  had  forgotten  what  to  say  —  ‘tells 
it  again.’  We  wish  we  had  space  to  notice  the  lecture  at 
greater  length,  but  we  have  not,  and  must  reluctantly  drop 
the  subject.” 

This  mixed  reaction  to  Emerson’s  efforts  to  bring  culture 
to  remote  frontier  communities  appears  to  have  been  the 
conventional  one.  In  reading  dozens  of  old  newspapers  of 
the  time  one  encounters  many  flattering  as  well  as  many 
uncomplimentary  criticisms  in  the  uninhibited  phrases  of 
journalists  of  a  century  ago.  Many  speak  of  his  awkward 
shambling  figure  striding  across  the  stage  upon  his  entrance, 
his  awkward  gestures,  his  fumbling  among  his  notes;  and 
one  Chicago  paper  of  the  period  described  him  as  a  plain, 
unaffected  gentleman  who  “looks  more  like  an  educated, 
well-to-do  farmer  than  the  highly  cultivated  scholarly  lec¬ 
turer.”  Another  writer  found  little  difficulty  in  compre¬ 
hending  his  finished  paragraphs  and  polished  sentences. 
The  obscurity  that  people  complained  of  must  be  in  what 
he  omits  to  say.  Individual  sentences  can  easily  be  under¬ 
stood;  “to  understand  the  chain  of  thought  which  unites 
them  is  sometimes  difficult  to  weak  and  indolent  natures.” 
Yet  many  testify  that  Emerson  could  cast  a  spell  over  an 
audience,  and  Lowell  said  that  his  words  seem  to  come 
straight  from  heaven. 

Even  though  the  Indianapolis  Gazette  in  1863  had  ex¬ 
pressed  some  reservations  alx)ut  Emerson  as  a  lecturer,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  second  appearance  three  years  later, 
February  13,  1866,  it  inserted  this  enthusiastic  notice: 
"The  Lecture  Tonight.  —  Masonic  Hall  will  contain  an 
audience  tonight  composed  —  be  they  many  or  few  —  of 
the  intelligent  and  intellectual  of  our  community.  It  is 
not  everybody  that  can  appreciate  Mr.  Emerson  —  even 
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those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  attending  popular  lectures. 
But  in  a  city  as  large  as  this,  there  ought  to  be  enough  to 
furnish  a  good  sized  audience  at  least.  Mr.  Emerson  is 
beyond  question  the  most  original  and  profound  thinker  in 
America,  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  and  most  interesting 
lecturers.  Every  sentence  he  utters  is  laden  with  thought 
and  makes  the  listener  think  also.  We  prefer  him  to  any 
man  we  have  ever  heard,  and  do  hope  that  our  citizens  will 
turn  out  this  evening,  and  give  him  a  good  audience.” 

But  the  lecture  on  “Social  Aims  in  America”  evidently 
proved  disappointing.  “The  audience  to  hear  Mr.  Emer¬ 
son’s  lecture  last  night  was  fair  —  the  lecture  barely  so. 
We  were  disappointed  in  our  expectations  and  think  the 
auditors  generally  were.  Mr.  Emerson  seemed  to  be  ‘out 
of  humor’  from  some  cause  or  other,  and  we  don’t  blame 
him.  For  a  man  to  come  all  the  way  from  Boston  to  lecture 
to  an  Indianapolis  audience  on  manners  and  good  breeding, 
and  to  be  furnished  an  old,  greasy  kitchen  table,  with  a 
candle  box  on  top  of  it,  for  a  desk  is  enough  to  insult  any 
man.  We  should  not  have  blamed  the  lecturer  if  he  had 
walked  down  from  the  platform  and  refused  to  speak  at  all, 
on  seeing  such  accommodations.” 

Moreover,  this  was  the  second  time  a  speaker  at  the 
Masonic  Hall  had  been  so  “insulted.”  A  Mr.  Thompson 
of  England  “was  compelled  to  use  the  same  table  and  candle 
box.”  The  Gazette  in  a  dudgeon  over  this  disgrace  to  the 
fair  name  of  the  city  neglected  to  report  what  Emerson  said 
on  that  memorable  evening,  although  we  may  assume  that 
by  this  time  Emerson  must  have  been  accustomed  to  all 
kinds  of  makeshift  lecture  halls  and  drab  surroundings.  One 
of  his  early  lectures  in  Cincinnati,  for  example,  was  given 
in  a  hall  over  a  livery  stable  from  which  came  so  much 
noise  from  horses  arriving  and  departing  that  the  audience 
followed  Emerson’s  musings  only  with  great  difficulty. 

Apparently  there  was  no  other  local  newspaper  coverage 
of  this  last  lecture  in  Indianapolis,  although  the  Journal 
on  February  13,  1866,  gave  advance  notice  of  this  third 
lecture  in  the  course  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Mercantile  Library  Association.  The  stereotyped  phrases 
had  been  repeated  in  a  hundred  other  papers.  “To  inform 
our  readers  that  of  all  the  professional  lecturers  in  our 
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country,  Mr.  Emerson  is,  perhaps,  the  most  distinguished, 
would  be  to  presume  an  unpardonable  ignorance  on  the 
part  of  our  people  ....  It  is  only  sufficient  to  state  that 
he  will  dehver  a  lecture  on  Social  Aims  in  America.  We 
leave  the  audience  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Emerson  and  Mr. 
Emerson  to  his  audience,  for  we  know  that  they  will  both 
be  first  class.”  With  the  fulsome  praise  the  Journal  reports 
nothing  more  of  Emerson’s  lecture  in  subsequent  issues. 

Emerson’s  only  other  appearance  in  Indiana  was  on  this 
same  tour,  when  he  appeared  at  LaPorte  on  January'  15, 
1866.  The  LaPorte  Herald  of  January  20  reported  the 
lecture  on  “Social  Aims  in  America”  before  the  LaPorte 
Reading  Room  and  Library’  Association.  “The  estimate  of 
the  lecturer  as  no  orator  yet  a  graceful  and  fluent  talker  and 
of  the  lecture  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  course  was 
by  this  time  almost  the  conventional  one,”  according  to  Rusk. 

So  Emerson  and  his  Hoosier  audiences  take  leave  of  each 
other  with  mutual  respect,  if  not  warm  affection.  The 
lyceum  system,  then  so  prevalent  in  America,  had  made 
possible  his  four  appearances  in  Indiana,  as  it  had  elsewhere 
throughout  his  long  lecture  career,  which  covered  nearly 
forty  years.  In  a  letter  to  Ellen  Emerson  from  Freeport, 
Illinois,  January  25,  1866,  he  speaks  of  it  with  wry  humor 
and  even  affection.  “The  institution  of  these  Lyceums  is 
a  stroke  of  heroism  in  each  town,  —  desperate  if  it  snows 
or  blows  on  the  appointed  evening.  Here  is  America  in  the 
making,  America  in  the  raw,  but  it  doesn’t  want  much  to 
go  to  lecture,  &  ’tis  pity  to  drive  it.  Yet  I  saw  last  night 
at  Dubuque  one  of  the  goodliest  audiences  in  a  most  agree¬ 
able  hall.  In  the  next  town  all  may  be  doleful.  Every¬ 
where  the  young  committees  are  most  friendly  people.” 
Truly  it  took  heroism  and  dogged  fortitude  for  both  the 
lecturer  and  the  various  Young  Men’s  Associations  to  keep 
alive  this  lyceum  system  in  frontier  communities. 
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By  Dr.  John  H.  Reinoehl 


The  voyage  of  the  Salem  ship  Margaret  in  the  years  1 809- 
1810  has  the  quality  of  an  ill-omened  Greek  Odyssey. 
Troubles  from  both  man  and  nature  beset  the  vessel  from 
the  beginning  of  the  voyage  to  its  disastrous  end.  The 
Margaret's  story'  illustrates  the  extreme  difficulty  of  trading 
with  Europe  during  the  post-Embargo  years  while  Napo¬ 
leon’s  Continental  system  was  operating.  At  the  same  time 
nature  took  no  holiday  —  the  Margaret’s  story  also  portrays 
the  ever-present  menace  of  life  at  sea  in  the  small  com¬ 
merce  carriers  of  the  early  Nineteenth  Century. 

The  Margaret,  a  trim  295  ton  vessel,  was  built  by  the 
Becket  shipyard  in  Salem  and  first  registered  there  in  1 800. 
She  was  purchased  by  the  firm  of  George  Crowninshield  & 
Sons  in  1803.  Placed  in  service  by  them,  the  Margaret 
continued  to  serve  in  the  trade  of  that  firm,  shuttling  be- 
tw’een  Europe,  the  United  States,  and  the  East  Indies  until 
the  time  of  the  Embargo. 

The  voyage  begun  in  June,  1809  was  the  initial  trip  of 
the  Margaret  following  the  lifting  of  the  fifteen-month  Em¬ 
bargo.  The  Crowninshield  family  firm  split  at  this  time, 
and  John  Crowninshield,  third  of  the  six  sons  of  George 
Crowninshield,  owned  a  five-sixths  interest  in  the  Margaret. 
Her  Captain,  Wm.  Fairfield,  held  the  remaining  sixth. ^ 

The  conditions  faced  by  the  Margaret  were  precarious. 
The  extraordinary  perils  came  from  the  two  blockade  sys¬ 
tems  established  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  One,  the 
Continental  system  of  Napoleon,  regarded  all  vessels  which 
were  in  any  way  tainted  by  British  contact  as  British,  and 
hence  subject  to  confiscation.  The  second  system,  composed 
of  numerous  Orders  in  Council  by  the  government  of  Great 
Britain,  said  that  any  trade  with  the  French  continent  of 
Europe  could  be  done  only  by  stopping  first  at  a  British  port 
and  paying  a  tariff  to  Great  Britain.  The  warring  nations 
had  devised  these  systems  in  the  years  1806  and  1807, 
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but  they  had  delayed  enforcing  them  until  the  autumn  of 
1807.  This  enforcement  had  quickly  brought  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Embargo.  Thomas  Jefferson,  in  his  message  to  Con¬ 
gress  speaking  of  the  Embargo  had  said,  “These  decrees  and 
orders  taken  together,  want  little  of  amounting  to  a  declara¬ 
tion  that  every  neutral  vessel  found  on  the  high  seas,  what¬ 
soever  he  her  cargo,  and  whatsoever  foreign  port  be  that 
of  her  departure,  or  destination,  shall  be  deemed  lawful 
prize;  ...  ”2  The  lifting  of  the  Embargo  (March,  1809) 
had  allowed  the  Margaret  to  go  forth,  but  the  net  of  decrees 
and  regulations  had  decided  John  Crowminshield  to  send 
her  to  Tunis  rather  than  to  the  more  dangerous  European 
ports. 

In  the  United  States  the  Embargo  Act  had  been  super¬ 
seded  in  March,  1809  by  a  Non-Intercourse  Act  which 
prohibited  trade  with  British  and  French  territory,  but 
allowed  other  commerce.  The  Margaret  was  one  of  a  fleet 
of  Salem  vessels  which  hastened  forth  in  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1 809  to  attempt  to  recapture  the  lush  commerce 
they  had  known  during  the  four  years  before  1 807  —  years 
before  France  and  Great  Britain  had  rudely  arrested  this 
trade  by  the  rigid  enforcement  of  their  Continental  system 
and  the  Orders  in  Council  respectively.  The  war  in  Europe, 
which  had  run  intermittently  since  1792  and  which  was 
finally  renewed  in  1803,  had  provided  a  tremendous  stimu¬ 
lus  to  American  commerce.  Salem’s  position  had  been  with 
the  vanguard  of  this  commercial  development.  The  single 
favorable  factor  connected  with  the  voyage  of  the  Margaret 
was  that  negotiations  with  the  new  British  ambassador  to 
Washington,  David  Erskine,  had  resulted  in  a  promise  of 
alleviation  of  the  application  of  the  British  Orders  to  Ameri¬ 
can  commerce.  As  provided  in  the  Non-Intercourse  Act,  the 
Madison  government  had  ended  Non-Intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  in  June,  1809,  but  had  continued  it  with  France. 

The  Margaret  carried  a  crew  of  fourteen,  including  Cap¬ 
tain  Fairfield.  Her  cargo  was  listed  as  India  piece  goods, 
sugar,  pepper,  ginger,  coffee,  frankincense,  myrrh,  gum 
arabic,  codfish,  rum,  rice,  indigo,  and  cassia.  As  required 
by  the  French  system  the  Margaret  carried  French  certifi¬ 
cates  of  origin,  asserting  the  non-British  quality  of  the  goods 
carried.*  Her  major  ow’ner,  John  Crowminshield,  a  retired 
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sea-captain,  had  been  careful  to  take  the  steps  needed  to 
keep  her  from  coming  into  conflict  with  the  competing  regu¬ 
lations  of  England  and  France. 

According  to  Captain  Fairfield  the  initial  stage  of  the 
Margaret’s  voyage  was  uneventful.  She  sailed  into  the 
Mediterranean  “without  being  boarded  or  even  spoken  to 
by  any  Foreign  Ships.”  Instead  of  going  directly  to  the 
port  of  Tunis  she  went  to  Cagliari  on  the  Island  of  Sar¬ 
dinia,  then  in  the  possession  of  the  British.  The  purpose 
of  this  stop  remains  cloudy.  Fairfield  told  Isaac  Cushing, 
the  American  consul  at  Marseilles,  that  the  Margaret  did 
no  business  there  and  only  obtained  information  and  re¬ 
freshments.  She  did  not  obtain  pratique  (permission  to 
trade  or  have  intercourse  after  a  clean  bill  of  health  is  pro¬ 
cured  ).•♦  There  was  doubtless  more  to  the  stop  in  Cagliari 
than  meets  the  eye.  Cagliari  was  very  little  closer  than  was 
Tunis  itself  and  it  hardly  seems  likely  that  Fairfield  would 
have  jeopardized  his  ship  and  cargo  by  going  to  a  British 
port  and  then  running  the  gauntlet  provided  by  French 
privateers  between  Cagliari  and  Tunis  for  the  sake  of  infor¬ 
mation  and  provisions  which  were  just  as  obtainable  at 
Tunis.  By  stopping  at  Cagliari,  Fairfield  clearly  contra¬ 
vened  the  French  system,  and  yet  by  not  obtaining  pratique 
he  had  failed  to  obtain  any  benefit  from  the  stop.  Refresh¬ 
ments  and  information  hardly  seem  compensating  rewards 
for  the  loss  of  whatever  immunity  compliance  with  Napo¬ 
leon’s  decrees  afforded. 

The  French  privateer  Le  Constant,  carrying  ten  guns  and 
eighty  men  and  flying  a  British  flag,  sighted  the  Margaret 
just  as  she  was  approaching  the  port  of  Bizerte  in  Tunis. 
Le  Constant  immediately  took  up  the  chase.  After  a  three- 
hour  pursuit  she  overhauled  the  Margaret  and  then  hoisted 
her  French  flag.  The  French  captain  ordered  Fairfield  to 
come  on  board  his  vessel.  Then,  “having  judged  him  [Fair- 
field]  to  be  contravening  the  Decree  of  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor  and  King  we  caused  to  be  delivered  to  us  papers 
and  dispatches."  The  French  put  a  prize  crew  of  seventeen 
men  on  the  Margaret,  took  off  all  her  American  crew  except 
the  first  officer,  steward,  and  one  seaman  and  headed  her 
for  Gaeta  on  the  west  coast  of  Italy  about  fifty  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Naples.® 
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Captain  Fairfield  was  near  desperation  in  Gaeta.  His 
cargo  was  partly  of  perishable  codfish,  and  the  heat  of  the 
mid-August  Mediterranean  climate  added  to  the  perishable 
quahty.  Fairfield  spoke  no  Itahan;  he  could  locate  nobody 
in  Gaeta  with  whom  he  could  converse.  He  decided  to 
make  contact  with  the  American  consuls  in  the  area,  and 
wrote  to  Alexander  Hammett,  at  Naples.  On  August  18, 
1809,  he  wrote  to  Isaac  Cushing,  the  American  consul  at 
Marseilles,  explaining  his  predicament.  Fairfield  insisted 
that  the  seizure  of  his  ship  was  illegal,  and  claimed  that 
he  had  not  violated  the  Continental  System  despite  his  brief 
stop  at  Cagliari.  He  then  asked  the  consul  to  get  word  to 
his  owner,  John  Crowninshield,  and  to  ask  him  for  advice.® 

At  home  in  Salem,  John  Crowninshield  was  as  yet  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  fate  of  his  vessel.  He  had  been  one  of  six 
partners  in  the  firm  of  George  Crowninshield  &  Sons  until 
its  dissolution  in  the  summer  of  1809.  He  had  bought 
five  of  the  firm’s  vessels  and  had  returned  to  shipping  on 
a  major  scale  during  that  same  summer.  John  still  owed 
his  father  and  brothers  sizeable  amounts  of  money  for  the 
ships  he  had  bought,  and  the  Margaret  represented  a  con¬ 
siderable  share  of  his  wealth.  News  of  disaster  travelled 
relatively  quickly  and  his  papers  show  that  John  Crownin¬ 
shield  was  aware  of  the  detention  of  his  ship  by  early  Nov¬ 
ember  of  1809. 

A  slip  of  scratch  paper  mirrors  the  concern  John  Crownin¬ 
shield  felt  for  the  plight  of  his  captured  vessel.  The  Mar¬ 
garet’s  cargo  was  worth  in  Naples  $58,840  and  the  Mar¬ 
garet  was  worth  $11,160:  a  total  value  of  $70,000.  In¬ 
surance  held  at  Salem  would  pay  $13,500.  Hence  the 
difference  to  the  owners  betw’een  condemnation  or  acquittal 
if  the  Margaret  stood  trial  before  a  prize  court  was  $56,500. 
Her  value  as  she  left  Salem  was  reckoned  by  John  at 
$37,000  which,  after  deducting  insurance  payments  would 
make  the  actual  loss  suffered  if  the  ship  were  condemned 
$23,500,  still  a  sizeable  amount.  At  the  bottom  of  the  note 
was  written,  “23,500  actual  loss  but  if  acquitted  may  fetch 
me  as  above  $70,000  &  if  condemned  shall  receive  only 
$13,500.”^ 

Meanwhile  Captain  Fairfield,  who  as  a  partner  in  the 
venture  was  a  far  from  disinterested  negotiator,  found  him- 
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self  confronted  with  a  serious  problem  in  dealing  with  his 
captors.  He  had  tivo  possibilities  facing  him:  the  Margaret 
could  be  tried  at  the  Paris  prize  court  for  having  violated 
the  Continental  System,  and  could  run  the  risk  of  delay 
and  possible  total  loss;  or  she  could  try  to  work  out  a  deal 
with  her  captors  for  a  compromise  settlement,  whereby  the 
cargo  would  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  divided  between  pri¬ 
vateer  and  captive.  Fairfield  decided  in  favor  of  the  speed 
and  the  security  of  a  compromise  and  came  to  terms  with 
the  privateer’s  men.  The  agreement,  worked  out  in  late 
1809,  was  as  follows.  The  Margaret’s  cargo  was  to  be  sold. 
All  her  expenses  were  to  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale,  and  the  net  was  to  be  divided  equally  betw'een  the 
privateer  and  the  Margaret's  owners.**  Following  the  sale 
the  Margaret  would  be  free  to  pick  up  a  Neapolitan  cargo 
and  return  to  the  United  States.** 

Because  of  the  compromise  the  Margaret  did  not  fulfill 
any  of  the  possibilities  set  forth  by  John  Crowninshield. 
Captain  Fairfield  did,  however,  receive  $35,000  as  the 
owners’  share  of  the  sale  and  so  the  Margaret  crossed  her 
first  major  hurdle  with  results  rather  better  than  might  have 
been  anticipated.  Letters  were  sent  to  John  Crowninshield 
to  tell  him  of  the  dealings  of  his  ship  and  of  the  intention 
of  Captain  Fairfield  to  pick  up  a  return  cargo  in  Naples 
before  returning  to  Salem. 

Events  in  Europe  had  prepared  the  background  for  more 
of  the  tragedy  of  the  Margaret.  With  his  desire  to  conquer 
the  sea  by  the  land,  Napoleon  had  become  more  and  more 
hostile  to  all  shipping.  W'hen  the  American  Embargo  was 
proclaimed,  he  had  countered  it  in  the  spring  of  1 808  with 
a  Bayonne  Decree,  which  stated  that  as  all  American  vessels 
were  prohibited  from  leaving  their  home  ports,  any  “Ameri¬ 
can”  vessels  in  continental  ports  must  be  English  ships 
masquerading  behind  American  papers  and  hence  subject 
to  confiscation.  Several  of  these  vessels  had  been  seized 
at  Naples,  and  their  crews  were  there  in  the  fall  of  1809 
—  sailors  without  ships  in  a  foreign  country.  When  the 
Margaret  finally  prepared  for  the  sea,  on  April  10,  1810, 
she  carried  a  crew  of  fifteen,  plus  thirty-one  sailors  from 
other  vessels  which  had  been  seized  at  Naples. 

The  Margaret  set  out  for  Salem  with  this  addition  to  her 
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personnel  on  board.  She  passed  through  the  Gibraltar 
straits  on  April  22  and  headed  out  across  the  Atlantic.  On 
Sunday,  May  20,  the  Margaret  was  at  Latitude  40  degrees 
North,  Longitude  39  degrees  30'  West  or  about  425-450 
miles  west  and  slightly  north  of  the  most  westerly  of  the 
Azores  Islands,  wallowing  through  heavy  seas  in  a  rainstorm. 
Fairfield  ordered  the  sails  taken  in,  but  felt  no  particular 
alarm.  The  weather  continued  rough  until  1  p.m.  when 
the  “foretop  mast  studding  sail  haulyards  parted,  [and]  the 
studding  sail  fell  overboard.”  The  captain  took  in  more 
sail,  and  let  fly  the  sheets.  Then,  in  Fairfield’s  words,  “the 
wind  shifted  in  an  instant  from  ES  E  to  SW  and  although 
the  helm  was  hard  to  weather  we  could  not  get  the  ship  be¬ 
fore  the  wind,  but  was  instantly  hove  on  her  beam  ends.” 

Fairfield,  with  a  capsized  vessel  under  his  command, 
immediately  ordered  all  shrouds  and  masts  cut,  as  the  ship 
was  taking  water  like  an  immense  scoop.  Upon  being  freed 
of  her  masts  the  Margaret  righted  herself,  but  she  had  taken 
on  a  full  load  of  water,  and  had  lost  her  means  of  control 
and  of  locomotion.  Fairfield  next  ordered  all  heavy  objects 
on  the  deck  heaved  overboard  in  the  minutes  after  the  cut¬ 
ting  away  of  the  masts  and  shrouds. 

This  work  did  not  free  the  Margaret  even  from  immediate 
danger.  Her  amputated  spars  and  rigging  had  become  fast 
to  her  under  water,  and  each  surge  of  the  rough  sea  sent 
them  hammering  against  her  with  a  violence  that  threatened 
to  pound  her  to  pieces.  Attempts  to  clear  the  wreck  of  this 
network  were  futile.  Water  cascaded  over  her  and  forced 
the  men  to  fear  for  their  own  safety,  while  completely  elimi¬ 
nating  any  hope  of  freeing  the  Margaret  from  her  own 
debris. 

Abandoning  the  attempt  to  clear  the  wreck  of  her  mangled 
rigging.  Captain  Fairfield  next  thought  of  the  small  boats 
carried  by  the  Margaret.  The  men  found  them  tangled  in 
the  wreckage,  one  being  completely  destroyed  while  the 
others  were  considerably  damaged.  The  longboat,  bottom- 
side-up,  lay  among  the  pieces  of  the  wreck,  but  each  wave 
brought  additional  damage  to  her.  Only  the  small  stem 
boat  was  accessable,  “laying  at  a  small  distance  from  the 
ship,  full  of  water,  with  her  gunwales  tore  off,  butts  started, 
and  stern  about  half  stove  in.”  They  bailed  out  the  stem 
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boat  and  by  using  it  managed  to  get  a  rope  through  to  the 
long  boat  and  hauled  her  to  the  leeward  side  of  the  wreck. 

The  long  boat  was  badly  damaged  from  the  beating  she 
had  taken  while  tossing  amidst  the  ship’s  rigging.  Her  sides 
and  bottom  had  such  large  holes  that  she  could  not  be  bailed 
out,  so  after  righting  her  the  men  were  forced  to  upset  her 
again  in  order  to  patch  the  holes.  When  the  long  boat 
was  patched  to  the  extent  that  she  could  be  righted  Captain 
Fairfield  and  the  repair  crew  transferred  to  her  although 
constant  bailing  w’as  still  required  to  keep  her  afloat. 

At  7  p.m.,  six  hours  after  the  Margaret  had  capsized,  the 
long  boat  was  patched  well  enough  to  appear  seaworthy. 
The  shipwrecked  crew  realized  that  their  best  chance  for 
safety  lay  with  that  small  craft  which,  unfortunately,  would 
not  hold  all  of  them.  The  first  suggestion  of  a  struggle 
among  the  men  came  shortly  after  the  long  boat  appeared 
to  be  usable.  The  battered  Margaret  seemed  certain  to  sink, 
and  a  place  on  the  long  boat  appeared  the  only  chance  for 
life  itself.  During  the  repairing  operation  she  had  drifted 
a  httle  distance  from  the  wreck,  but  now  she  approached 
the  disabled  Margaret  to  get  more  canvas  and  oakum  to  stop 
the  lesser  leaks.  Immediately  as  many  men  as  could  crowd 
close  scrambled  into  the  long  boat. 

The  Margaret  had  carried  lifesaving  equipment  enough 
for  her  crew,  but  forty-six  men  were  now  stranded  on  the 
wreck  and  obviously  some  could  not  go  in  the  long  boat  if 
she  were  to  leave  the  wreck.  Fearing  that  the  long  boat 
would  be  sunk.  Captain  Fairfield  and  those  on  the  boat 
quickly  moved  to  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  fathoms 
from  the  Margaret.  By  now  there  were  twelve  men  on  the 
long  boat.  As  she  hovered  at  this  distance  a  sailor  jumped 
into  the  water  and  swam  from  the  wreck  to  the  hfeboat. 
As  it  appeared  that  others  would  follow,  the  men  on  the 
long  boat  pulled  still  farther  from  the  Margaret.  They 
shouted  warnings  to  those  on  the  wreck  that  any  attempt 
to  swim  to  the  long  boat  would  force  them  to  cut  the  painter 
connecting  the  two  vessels  and  leave.  Captain  Fairfield’s 
description  of  the  first  evening  shows  the  fears  and  evidence 
of  trouble  among  the  men.  "...  the  people  on  board  the 
ship  being  exceedingly  anxious  to  get  into  the  boat  (which 
had  they  affected  we  should  all  have  inevitably  lost)  kept 
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hauling  the  boat  towards  them;  we  then  bent  on  another 
rope,  and  veered  out  as  they  hauled;  but  finding  they  were 
determined  to  sink  the  boat  by  getting  into  her,  we  were 
obliged  (after  stating  repeatedly  to  them  our  situation)  to 
tell  them  that  provided  they  persisted  in  getting  into  the 
boat,  we  should  be  obliged,  tho’  very  reluctantly,  to  cut  the 
rope  and  leave  them :  after  which  they  desisted  from  hauling 
the  boat  towards  the  ship.”  The  long  night  passed  with 
the  long  boat  fastened  to  the  wreck,  but  with  suspicion  and 
antagonism  growing  between  the  two  groups. 

Dawn  on  Monday,  May  21,  brought  a  moderate  sea  and 
smooth  breezes  to  the  shipwrecked  men.  Those  on  the 
wreck  were  about  evenly  divided  be^veen  the  bow  sprit  and 
the  taffrel  rail,  as  the  center  part  of  the  Margaret  was  com¬ 
pletely  under  water.  They  pleaded  constantly  with  those 
in  the  long  boat  to  take  them  aboard.  The  men  on  the  long 
boat  meanwhile  were  bailing  constantly  to  keep  their  vessel 
afloat.  They  assured  the  men  on  the  Margaret  that  they 
w’ould  not  leave  the  wreck  so  long  as  no  one  attempted  to 
join  them.  Too,  those  on  the  long  boat  had  no  quadrant 
or  compass,  nor  did  they  have  any  means  of  steering  their 
craft.  The  traditional  menace  to  the  shipwrecked,  a  lack 
of  fresh  water,  plagued  both  groups. 

The  sea  itself  brought  relief  to  the  long  boat.  Various 
pieces  of  cargo  began  to  drift  from  the  wreck,  and  the  long 
boat  soon  collected  a  hoard  of  supplies.  A  cask  of  oil,  a  pig 
and  a  goat  which  had  drowned,  and  a  bag  of  bread  were 
hauled  aboard;  the  men  on  the  wreck  tossed  a  jug  of  brandy 
overboard  and  it  too  drifted  to  them.  Five  oars,  two  spars, 
and  the  mizzen  top  gallant  sail  were  secured  by  the  crew 
on  the  long  boat.  By  1 1  a.m.  Monday  they  had  fashioned 
a  sail  for  the  long  boat  from  the  mizzen  top  gallant  sail  they 
had  salvaged,  and  with  the  oars  and  supplies  they  had 
collected  were  in  a  position  to  be  much  more  independent 
of  the  wreck. 

The  raising  of  the  sail  on  the  long  boat  apparently  con¬ 
vinced  the  men  on  the  wreck  that  the  long  boat  planned 
to  abandon  them.  Several  jumped  from  the  w’reck  into  the 
sea  and  attempted  to  swim  to  the  life  boat.  Fairfield  and 
his  crew  merely  moved  their  craft  farther  from  the  wreck, 
although  he  assured  those  on  the  Margaret  that  the  long 
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boat  would  not  leave  so  long  as  the  ship  held  together. 
Despite  these  assurances,  other  attempts  were  made  to  board 
the  long  boat,  several  by  swimming  and  one  by  using  the 
small  stern  boat,  but  all  failed. 

The  crew  on  the  wreck  now  shouted  that  they  had  found 
two  compasses,  two  quadrants,  one  hogshead  of  water,  bread, 
flour,  and  plenty  of  provisions.  If  the  men  on  the  long  boat 
wanted  any  of  the  supplies,  they  were  told,  they  could  have 
some  by  coming  close  to  the  Margaret.  Captain  Fairfield 
said  men  lined  the  taffrel  rail  preparing  to  jump  to  the  long 
boat  if  it  should  approach  the  wreck.  Those  on  the  lifeboat 
merely  maintained  their  distance  from  the  ship. 

Fairfield  and  his  long  boat  crew  finally  abandoned  any 
hope  they  held  for  cooperation  with  those  on  the  wreck. 
"...  seeing  they  were  all  determined  to  pursue  the  same 
plan  .  .  .  ,  we  were  under  the  painful  necessity  of  cutting 
the  rope  by  which  we  were  fast  to  the  ship,  and  row  and 
sail  from  them  for  the  preservation  of  our  lives,  being  in 
hopes  of  falling  in  with  a  vessel  to  relieve  us,  which  was 
almost  the  only  hope  we  had  left,  being  about  400  miles 
distant  from  the  nearest  land.”  Fifteen  men  left  the  Mar¬ 
garet;  there  were  thirty-one  who  remained  on  the  wreck. 

The  long  boat  left  the  wreck  at  about  noon  on  Monday, 
May  21,  and  sailed  due  east  in  an  attempt  to  hit  Corvo  or 
Flores,  two  western  islands  of  the  Azores  group.  They 
steered  by  the  stars  at  night  and  the  sun  by  day  —  when 
clouds  interfered  they  watched  the  heaving  sea  and  steered 
as  well  as  they  could  by  it.  After  five  days  of  navigation 
without  instruments  they  saw  a  sail.  It  was  the  brig  Poach¬ 
er  of  Boston,  under  Captain  James  Dunn.  They  managed 
to  attract  her  attention,  and  were  taken  aboard.  En  route 
to  Boston  they  met  the  brig  Mentor,  bound  for  Marblehead, 
under  Captain  Richard  Pedrick,  and  those  from  the  Salem 
area  transferred  to  the  Mentor.  On  June  19,  1810,  thirty 
days  after  their  shipwreck,  the  men  arrived  in  Marblehead 
with  the  story  of  the  tragedy. 

All  fifteen  men  who  escaped  the  wreck  in  the  long  boat 
were  saved.  In  addition  to  Captain  Fairfield  they  were: 
Louis  Barney,  William  Graves,  John  Dayman,  Zerubbabel 
Kemp,  Alexander  McKenzy,  John  Peck,  Richard  Peele,  Ed¬ 
ward  Richardson,  Joshua  Safford,  Jacob  Schultz,  Alexander 


i 


18  THE  VOYAGE  OF  THE  MARGARET 

Thomson,  John  Tyler,  Nahum  Warren  and  Rufus  Wilkins. 
Peele,  Richardson  and  Hayman  were  of  the  crew  of  the 
Margaret:  the  others  were  of  the  crews  of  other  ships  which 
had  been  seized  by  Napoleon  in  Italy. 

Meanwhile  the  men  who  had  been  left  on  the  wreck  had 
not  abandoned  hope  with  the  departure  of  the  long  boat.^^ 
They  still  had  a  partially  submerged  hulk  under  them,  and 
the  discover)'  of  supphes  that  they  had  made  known  to  the 
long  boat  crew  erased  food  and  water  from  the  list  of  their 
immediate  problems.  They  had  retained  the  small  stern 
boat.  Their  account  of  the  wreck  differed  from  that  of  the 
long  boat  survivors  in  several  minor  details  which  are  tied 
to  the  obvious  antagonism  between  the  two  groups.  Two 
of  their  statements  are  worth  at  least  noting.  The  men  left 
on  the  wreck  disagreed  as  to  the  danger  involved  in  more 
of  them  going  into  the  long  boat.  They  insisted  that  the 
long  boat  actually  would  have  sailed  better  had  she  carried 
an  additional  ton  of  weight  and  that  the  fear  of  sinking  due 
to  overloading  was  groundless.  Their  second  grievance  is 
more  readily  acceptable:  had  the  long  boat  stayed  with  the 
wreck  they  would  have  been  better  able  to  intercept  passing 
ships. 

Once  they  were  left  without  hope  of  leaving  the  ship  the 
Margaret’s  occupants  organized.  They  named  Captain 
Henry  Larcom,  late  of  the  schooner  Mary,  of  Beverly,  as 
their  leader.  His  first  move  was  to  build  a  shelter.  A 
scaffold,  which  would  afford  protection  from  the  weather 
and  sun  was  fastened  to  the  quarter  rails.  Provisions  were 
collected  from  inside  the  wreckage,  and  by  constant  work 
they  obtained  a  good  supply  of  salt  meat,  pork,  ham,  flour, 
and  water.  In  this  way  they  made  conditions  on  the  hulk 
as  comfortable  as  was  possible. 

Six  days  passed  after  the  departure  of  the  long  boat.  The 
most  notable  happening  came  on  the  third  day,  when  a  sail 
was  sighted.  The  yawl  was  sent  out  to  intercept  her. 
Approaching,  the  men  in  the  yawl  saw  that  the  vessel  was 
becalmed.  They  came  close  enough  to  see  men  moving 
about  on  the  deck,  but  just  when  it  appeared  that  they 
could  not  miss  being  rescued  a  breeze  came  up  and  quickly 
carried  the  ship  out  of  reach.  They  made  their  way  back 
to  the  wreck  thoroughly  discouraged. 
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Later  they  caught  a  huge  sea  turtle.  They  had  found 
a  tinder  box  in  a  chest  on  the  Margaret,  and  on  Saturday, 
May  26,  they  had  a  warm  meal  cooked  from  the  turtle. 
Then  on  Sunday,  exactly  one  week  after  the  original  wreck 
of  the  ship,  the  weather  exploded  with  a  strong  wind  and 
heavy  seas. 

The  disabled  hulk  was  totally  unable  to  withstand  the 
renewed  battering  of  the  sea.  The  upper  deck  was  ripped 
up  by  the  violent  waves;  then  the  stern  broke  off  and  the 
provisions  and  water  which  had  been  carefully  collected 
were  washed  away.  Captain  Larcom  and  four  others  took 
to  the  yawi,  which  had  been  fastened  to  the  wreck  with 
a  rope,  while  the  twenty-six  other  survivors  moved  up  to 
the  bowsprit.  They  managed  to  save  two  gallons  of  wine 
and  some  salt  meat  from  this  latest  disaster. 

Nonetheless  they  continued  their  attempt  to  thwart  the 
seemingly  ceaseless  efforts  of  the  sea  to  claim  them.  The 
Margaret  was  higher  now  than  she  had  been  and  they  built 
a  new  stage  on  her  bow’.  Using  a  boathook,  they  collected 
hams  and  meats  from  below,  but  their  lack  of  water  made 
the  food  useless  to  them  almost  from  the  first.  It  became 
increasingly  so  as  time  passed. 

Another  week  went  by.  The  wine  had  lasted  only  a  short 
time  and  the  suffering  from  thirst  was  acute.  The  first  man 
died  from  thirst  on  June  1,  twelve  days  after  the  shipwreck. 
Two  days  later  they  succeeded  in  bringing  a  pipe  of  brandy 
from  the  lower  hold  of  the  ship,  but  this  proved  more  disas¬ 
trous  than  their  thirst  had  been.  Weakened  from  exposure 
and  thirst,  the  men  were  unable  to  drink  the  brandy  in  small 
enough  amounts  to  be  helpful;  fourteen  died  that  night  from 
drinking  the  brandy,  while  a  fifteenth  died  the  following 
day. 

They  continued  to  see  sails  in  the  distance,  although  none 
so  close  as  the  heartbreaking  first  one.  A  total  of  four  sails 
attracted  their  attention,  but  repeated  failures  in  trying  to 
attract  attention  from  the  passing  vessels  plus  the  deaths  of 
more  than  half  their  number  made  the  men  turn  to  more 
desperate  measures. 

After  seventeen  days  on  the  wreck.  Captain  Larcom  de¬ 
cided  that  they  had  drifted  out  of  the  lanes  taken  by  passing 
ships.  He  sounded  out  the  remaining  men  on  their  willing- 
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ness  to  leave  the  wreck  in  the  yawl,  attempting  to  travel 
northward.  They  still  retained  their  compasses  and  sextants 
and  would  be  able  to  maintain  their  bearings.  The  men 
on  the  wreck  had  settled  into  a  lethargy'  which  allowed  little 
consideration  for  Larcom’s  plan.  Four  were  interested,  but 
the  others  were  skeptical  of  their  chances  in  the  shattered 
little  boat  and  preferred  to  remain  on  the  wreck.  Captain 
Larcom  and  four  other  men,  E.  A.  Irvine,  John  Very,  Jep- 
thah  Layth,  and  John  Treadwell,  finally  prepared  to  leave 
the  wreck  in  the  yawl. 

They  had  made  a  small  sail  for  the  boat  and  they  collect¬ 
ed  some  of  the  brandy  and  the  salt  pork,  although  they 
could  not  eat  the  pork  because  they  had  had  no  water  for  so 
long.  Then  on  June  6,  the  five  cut  loose  from  the  Margaret 
and  set  sail  to  the  north.  The  yawl  was  in  such  shape  that 
she  required  constant  bailing  —  the  bottom  of  the  small 
boat  was  nearly  worn  through  by  the  incessant  dipping  of 
water  before  they  were  picked  up. 

Ten  or  twelve  days  after  they  left  the  wreck  it  rained. 
The  five  collected  water  by  soaking  cloths  and  wringing 
them  into  a  box.  Revived  somewhat  by  the  water,  they 
made  a  small  dip  net  of  their  handkerchiefs  and  caught 
some  small  fish  which  they  split  and  dried.  Despite  this 
temporary  respite,  on  June  22,  three  days  after  the  crew 
from  the  long  boat  had  arrived  at  Salem,  John  Treadwell 
died.  Five  days  more  passed  in  the  stern  boat  and  then 
Jepthah  Layth  also  died.  The  three  remaining  men  con¬ 
tinued  to  watch  and  steer  and  bail.  They  had  seen  three 
vessels  pass  since  leaving  the  Margaret,  but  all  had  passed 
by  without  noticing  the  small  boat. 

Captain  Larcom  saw  a  sail  on  June  29,  at  about  four 
miles  distance.  The  wind  favored  them  this  time,  and  they 
were  able  to  move  the  battered  yawl  directly  into  the  path 
of  the  passing  vessel,  the  schooner  General  ]ohnson,  bound 
from  Lisbon  to  Gloucester.  They  were  taken  to  Gloucester, 
arriving  there  on  July  21.  The  two  surviving  Salemites, 
Very  and  Irvine,  were  home  in  Salem  on  July  22,  two 
months  and  two  days  after  the  wreck  of  the  Margaret.  The 
ten  men  who  had  remained  with  the  Margaret  were  lost.*- 

Once  the  second  group  of  survivors  arrived  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  the  violent  argument  that  had  begun  at  sea  over  the 
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long  boat’s  departure  from  the  wreck  was  renewed.  The 
charge  that  the  long  boat  had  left  the  scene  of  the  wreck 
with  less  than  a  full  load  of  men  and  that  they  had  fled 
under  something  less  than  honorable  circumstances  was 
denied  by  those  who  had  been  on  the  long  boat.  The  two 
newspapers  of  Salem,  bitter  opponents  themselves,  carried 
survivor  accounts  and  charges.  Rev.  WiUiam  Bentley, 
diarist  of  this  period  of  Salem,  suggested,  with  apparent 
reason,  that  the  struggle  took  on  political  tones  in  hotly 
partisan  Salem.*® 

John  Crowninshield  had  received  but  sketchy  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  his  vessel  following  her  sequestration 
at  Naples.  A  letter  from  his  London  agent  had  told  him 
of  the  compromise  that  had  been  worked  out  by  Captain 
Fairfield.  A  letter  from  a  Neapolitan  merchant  firm  had 
told  him  of  Fairfield’s  intention  to  sail  “with  a  cargo  of  the 
produce  of  this  country  as  soon  as  possible’’  but  with  no 
specific  sailing  date  mentioned. *■* 

The  arrival  of  the  shipwrecked  victims  at  Salem  gave 
Crowninshield  his  first  positive  news  of  the  Margaret.  On 
June  20,  William  Gray,  one  of  the  insurance  underwriters 
on  the  ship,  sent  him  a  letter  notifying  him  of  the  sinking 
(the  Poacher  had  gone  into  Boston)  and  acknowledging  in¬ 
surance  payments  due.*®  Complications  arose  over  the 
payments  due  because  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
Margaret’s  seizure  before  her  accidental  sinking,  but  John 
Crowninshield  finally  received  his  insurance  payments  for 
the  loss  of  the  Margaret.*® 

The  final  chapters  in  the  story  of  the  Margaret  voyage 
did  not  come  until  more  than  twenty  years  after  her  sinking. 
The  French  government  of  Louis  Phillippe,  which  came  to 
power  in  1830,  accepted  responsibility  for  spoliation  suf¬ 
fered  by  American  shippers  at  the  hands  of  Napoleon.  An 
agreement  was  worked  out  between  the  two  countries  in 
1831,  whereby  France  paid  the  United  States  government 
a  lump  sum.  Americans  claiming  spoliation  payments 
against  France  then  transferred  their  claims  to  their  own 
government.  Under  this  arrangement  John  Crowninshield 
gathered  all  briefs  and  papers  connected  with  the  Margaret 
and  her  seizure  and  claimed  the  loss  of  half  the  cargo  the 
ship  had  carried  from  Salem,  but  at  Neapolitan  prices.  The 
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federal  government  awarded  him  $8903,  but  paid  him  only 
$4569  on  a  claim  filed  for  $27,981. 90. Because  more 
money  was  awarded  than  had  been  received  from  France  the 
government  paid  only  a  pro-rated  fraction  of  each  award  that 
was  made. 

In  1837,  one  of  the  sailors  on  the  Margaret,  John  Hay- 
man,  now  a  ship  captain,  sued  John  Crowninshield  for  back 
wages,  which  he  claimed  had  not  been  paid.  The  suit  was 
not  successful.^* 

The  Margaret  story  illustrates  those  times  —  turbulent 
times  when  Europe’s  wars  and  regulations  made  hfe  hectic 
and  perilous  for  the  American  sailor  and  merchant.  The 
dominant  strain,  however,  in  the  tragic  story  of  the  Mar¬ 
garet  is  the  struggle  of  the  men  and  their  frail  ship  against 
the  unpredictably  powerful  and  cruel  sea. 

NOTES 

1.  Crowninshield  Mss.,  Essex  Institute,  Margaret  Bills 
of  Sale,  May  29,  1809  and  June  29,  1809.  Hereafter 
cited  as  Crowninshield  Mss. 

2.  “State  Papers  and  Publick  Documents  of  the  United 
States  from  the  Accession  of  George  Washington  to  the 
presidency  exhibiting  a  complete  view  of  our  foreign  rela¬ 
tions  since  that  time,”  2nd  Ed.,  10  Vols.  (Boston,  1817), 
“Jefferson’s  Message  to  Congress”,  Mar.  17,  1808,  VI,  74. 

3.  Crowninshield  Mss.,  Wm.  Fairfield  to  American 
Consul  at  Naples,  Gaeta,  Aug.  18,  1809. 

4.  Ibid.  Wm.  Fairfield  to  Isaac  Cushing,  Gaeta,  Aug. 
18,  1809. 

5.  Ibid.  Report  of  the  Captain  and  Principle  Officers 
of  the  privateer  the  Constant  upon  the  capture  of  the  ship 
Margaret. 

6.  Ibid.  Wm.  Fairfield  to  Isaac  Cushing,  Gaeta,  Aug. 
18,  1809. 

7.  Ibid.  Note  by  John  Crowninshield,  Nov.  12,  1809. 

8.  Ibid.  Samuel  Williams  to  John  Crowninshield,  Lon¬ 
don,  Jan.  12,  1810. 

9.  Ibid.  Fred  Degen  &  Co.  to  John  Crowninshield, 
Naples,  Mar.  11,  1810. 

10.  Essex  Register,  June  20,  1810.  The  following 
account  is  from  the  first  group  of  surv'ivors  of  the  Margaret 
as  reported  by  the  Register. 
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11.  Salem  Gazette,  July  24,  1810.  The  following 
account  is  from  the  second  group  of  survivors  of  the  Mar¬ 
garet,  as  reported  by  the  Gazette.  An  anonymous  account 
of  the  sufferings  of  this  group  of  survivors  appeared  in  the 
Atlantic  Monthly  of  August,  1874  under  the  title,  “My 
Father’s  Shipwreck.”  It  closely  follows  the  Gazette  story, 
although  the  charges  against  the  first  group  of  survivors  are 
more  bluntly  made. 

12.  The  men  who  died  on  the  Margaret  before  the 
second  boat  left  were: 


Isaac  Choate 
G.  E.  A.  Carpenter 
George  Prince 
Green  Perrv’ 
Maybury  Orion 
John  Jones 
Henry  Gill 
John  Brackley 


Samuel  Craft 
George  Cogswell 
John  Brown 
Daniel  Cahill 
Stephen  Valpey 
Louis  Josias 
Hanson  Wilson 
George  Jones 


The  men  alive  on  the  Margaret  when  the  second  boat 
left  were: 


Henry  Tucker 
Benjamin  Peele 
John  Janvrin 
John  Merrill 
Edmund  Wingate 


Nathaniel  Sheffield 
Jacob  Fowler 
James  Sinclair 
William  Burrill 
Alexander  Marshall 


13.  Rev.  Wm.  Bentley,  Diary  of  William  Bentley,  4 
Vols.  (Salem,  1905-1914),  July  23,  25,  1810,  Aug.  18, 

1810,  III,  532,  535. 

14.  Crowninshield  Mss.,  Fred  Degen  &  Co.  to  John 
Crowninshield,  Naples,  Mar.  11,  1810. 

15.  Ibid.  William  Gray  to  John  Crowninshield,  Boston, 
June  20,  1810. 

16.  Ibid.  Extract  from  Court  Record  on  Margaret,  Nov., 

1811. 


17.  United  States  National  Archives,  Department  of 
State  Spoliation  Claims  from  1831  Treaty  with  France,  Ship 
Margaret.  Also,  Crowninshield  Mss.,  Virgil  Maxey  to  John 
Crowninshield,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Jan.  2,  1835. 

18.  Crowninshield  Mss.,  John  Crowninshield  to  Virgil 
Maxey,  Boston,  Mar.  31,  1837  and  John  Crowninshield  to 
Joseph  Prince,  Boston,  June  20,  1837. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  SALEM  SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE  RECORDS 


Copied  By  Col.  Perley  Putnam  —  1834 


This  valuable  record  of  the  activities  of  the  Salem  School 
Committee  was  presented  to  the  Essex  Institute  by  Mr. 
WiUiam  H.  Cook  of  Beverly,  a  descendant  of  Col.  Putnam. 
Col.  Putnam  was  born  in  Danvers,  September  16,  1778, 
the  son  of  Nathan  Putnam,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and 
his  wife  Harriet  (Putnam)  Putnam.  He  married  Betsey 
Putnam,  daughter  of  John  and  Mehitabel  (White)  Putnam. 
His  children  had  as  much  Putnam  blood  as  anybody  in 
Danvers.  He  was  a  carpenter  in  Salem,  and  built  the  Cus¬ 
tom  House  and  other  famous  buildings.  A  sketch  of  his 
activties  may  be  found  in  the  Essex  Institute  Historical 
Collections,  volume  72,  page  87. 


The  following  Named  Gentlemen  have  been  employed 
by  the  Town  of  Salem,  as  Instructors  of  youth  in  the  various 
Schools  in  the  Town,  from  the  Year  —  1713  to  the  Year 
1835.  And  the  time  each  one  Served  as  an  Instructor,  as 
aforesaid. 


When 

When 

Time  of 

Commissioned 

Masters  Names 

Discharged  Service 

1713 

Nathaniel  Higginson 

1715 

2  Years 

ff 

Obadiah  Ayres 

Pf 

PP  PP 

1718 

John  Nutting 

1740 

22  ” 

John  Swinerton 

1725 

7  " 

1725 

John  Gerrish 

1740 

15  ” 

1752 

Abijah  Hart 

1756 

4  ” 

1751 

Jonathan  Sewall 

1756 

5  " 

1753 

William  Jeffry 

1755 

2  ” 

1755 

Nehemiah  Northey 

1757 

2  ” 

1757 

Ebenezer  Bowditch 

1761 

4  ” 

1756 

William  Watter 

1758 

2  ” 

1759 

Daniel  E|)es 

1759 

1  ” 

(24) 
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When 

When 

Time  of 

Commissioned 

Masters  Names 

Discharged  Service 

1759 

Nathan  Goodale 

1770 

11  ” 

1757 

James  Ford 

1771 

14  ” 

1763 

Amos  Cheever  Usher 

1764 

1  ” 

1764 

Samuel  Gale  ” 

1767 

4  " 

1771 

James  Diman 

1772 

2  ” 

1771 

Edward  Norris 

1772 

2  ” 

1790 

Edward  Lang 

1810 

20  ” 

1790 

David  Northy 

1790 

6  Months 

1790 

John  South  wick 

1791 

2  Years 

1790 

Isaac  Hacker 

1816 

26  ” 

1790 

Thomas  Bancroft 

1793 

3  ” 

1790 

John  Gray 

1817 

27  ” 

1790 

Joseph  Moses  Usher 

1791 

1  Year 
6  Months 

1793 

Nathaniel  Rogers 

1797 

4  Years 

1797 

David  Kendall 

1799 

3  Years 

1799 

Daniel  Parker 

1812 

13  " 

1807 

William  B.  Dodge 

1835 

28  ” 

1810 

Daniel  Berry 

1817 

7  ” 

1811 

Moses  Stephens 

1818 

8  ” 

1815 

Edward  Sawyer 

1818 

3  " 

1820 

Daniel  A.  Poor 

1822 

2  ” 

18!/ 

Jonathan  C.  Hill 

1817 

3  months 

1817 

Samuel  Preston 

1818 

9  months 

1817 

Amory  Eelton 

1819 

2  Years 

1818 

James  S.  Gerrish 

1822 

4  ” 

1818 

James  Day 

1823 

5  ” 

1818 

Frederick  Emerson 

1823 

4  ” 

1819 

Augt  18th  Heniy'  K.  Ohver  Commenced  as 
an  usher  in  the  Grammar  School  at  a  Salary 
of  $600  per  year  and  continued  untill  Feby 
15  1823  for  which  time  he  received  $2027. 

1820 

Edwin  Josselyn 

1835 

15  Years 

1820 

James  Gale 

1823 

3  ” 

1822 

Samuel  Burrell 

1826 

1822 

John  Peirsons 

— 

4  months 

1822 

Jacob  Hood 

1835 

13  Years 

1823 

Theadore  Eames 

1830 
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Mr.  Eames  Commenced  Keeping  the  Grammar  School 
March  1st  1823  and  continued  to  Keep  said  School  untill 
March  30th  1830,  when  he  was  discharged  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Grossly  insulting  them.  His  Salary  during  the 
time  was  1200  Dollars  a  year 


When 

When 

Time  of 

Commissioned 

Masters  Names 

Discharged  Service 

1824 

Mr.  Ira  Cheever 

1826 

Alfred  Greenleaf 

1827 

one  Year 

1826 

Richard  Gardner 

1835 

9  Years 

1827 

Jonathan  F.  Worcester 

1827 

Henry  K.  Oliver 

1830 

4  Years 

1827 

Rufus  Putnam 

1835 

8  Years 

ft 

Henr)’  1.  Hamelton 

1833 

6  " 

1828 

Abner  Brooks 

1835 

7  ” 

1830 

Amos  D.  Wheeler 

1833 

3  ” 

1830 

Elisha  Mack 

— 

about  3 

months 

1830 

William  H.  Brooks 

1835 

5  Years 

1833 

J.  B.  Fairfield 

1835 

2  " 

1833 

Oliver  Carlton 

1835 

2  ” 

1834 

Albert  Lackey 

1835 

1  ” 

1827 

Herman  Bourne 

1828 

The  following  Named  Persons  were  Instructors  in  the 

Several  Public  Schools  in  the  Town  of  Salem.  —  at  the 
date  annexed  to  their  Names. 

Viz— 

1718  John  Nutting 
”  John  Swinerton 
1713  Obadiah  Ayres 
”  Nathaniel  Higginson 
1725  John  Gerrish 

1752  Abijah  Hart 
”  Jonathan  Sewall 

1753  William  Jeffery 
Nehemiah  Northy 

1757  Ebenezer  Bowditch 
1756  William  Watter 
1759  Daniel  Epes 


Master  of  Grammar  School 
”  Writing  ” 

”  Grammar 

”  Writing  ” 

ft  ft  ft 


”  Grammar 
Assistant  to  Mr.  Hart 

ft  ft  ft  tf 

Writing  School 
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Nathan  Goodale 

Grammar  ” 

1757  Janies  Ford 

Writing 

1763  Amos  Cheever 

9f  M 

Samuel  Gale 

»  »» 

1771  James  Diman 

Grammar 

Edward  Norris 

Writing 

1790  Edward  Lang 

Writing  ” 

David  Northey 

»  ft 

John  Southwick  Usher  East  School 

”  Isaac  Hacker 

Writing  " 

Thomas  Bancroft 

Grammar  ” 

1791  John  Gray 

Writing  ” 

Joseph  Moses  Usher 

1793  Nathaniel  Rogers 

Grammar 

1797  David  Kendall 

ft 

1799  Daniel  Parker 

tf 

1801  Hannah  Lamperel 

Instructor  in  Primary  School 

ft  ft  ff 

Mar>’  Halman 

Mary  Carlton 

ft  tf  tt 

Sarah  Trask 

ft  ft  tf 

1804  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Blackney  ”  ”  ” 

”  Elizabeth  Herrick 

tt  tt  tt 

1807  Chloe  Minns 

tt  tt  tt 

1808  Elizabeth  Dove 

tt  tt  n 

”  Rebecca  Driver 

tt  tt  tt 

1810  Nabby  Perkins 

Mistress  Primary  School 

1812  Daniel  Berry 

Master  of  East  School 

”  Moses  Stevens 

”  Grammar  ” 

”  Mary  Britton 

Primary  ” 

tt  tt 

Hannah  Polfrey 

1816  Hannah  Brown 

tt  tt 

Elizabeth  Chipman 

tt  tt 

1812  Judith  Walker 

tt  tt 

”  Betsey  Hodgdon 

tt  tt 

1815  Mary  Bateman 

tt  tt 

1812  Eleanor  Dyer 

tt  tt 

1817  Chloe  Lawrence 

tt  tt 

1814  Sarah  Phelps 

tt  tt 

”  Sarah  Fellows 

tt  tt 

”  Lucy  Symonds 

tt  tt 

1815  Eunice  Evans 

tt  tt 

I 
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1816  Mary  Read 

”  Lydia  Cloutman 

1817  Joanna  Waters 
”  Jon*  Hill 

”  Edward  Sawyer 
1820  Daniel  A.  Poor 

1817  Samuel  Preston  East  School 

1817  Amory  Tilton  West  School 

Mercy  Rope  East  Primary  ” 

1818  James  S.  Gerrish  East 

1818  James  Day  Grammar  ” 

Fanny  Very 

”  Ann  O.  Chapman 

”  Frederick  Emmerson  West  School 

1819  Henry  K.  Oliver  Assistant  to  Grammar  School 

1820  Edwin  Joslyne  East  School 

”  James  Gale  South  Salem  School 

1822  Samuel  Burrill  Williams  Street  School 

”  John  Peirson  East  School 

”  Mary  Molloy 

”  Jacob  Hood  East  School 

Hannah  S.  Haskell 

Mary  C.  Skerry  (Eliza  E  Gray  kept  the  Eastern) 
S.  P.  Dennis  (Primary  School  from  to  1829) 
Hannah  Stacy 
Lois  Knight 

1825  Eliza  Andrews 

1826  Sarah  Barr 
1829  Ann  Stone 
1833  Smith 
1833  Nancy  Eustis 
1829  Susan  Gray 
1826  Hannah 

1832  Lydia  Richardson 

At  A  Town  Meeting  Legally  warned  Assembled  at  Salem 
March  10th  1712 

Voted  —  Col  John  Higginson  Chosen  Moderator.  Voted 
That  a  Committee  of  five  persons  be  made  choice  of  by  the 
Town  for  procuring  a  School  Master  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
John  Emmerson  Dec*. 

Grammar  School  Master 
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Voted  —  That  Coll*  Samuel  Brown,  Josiah  Walcot,  Esq. 
Major  Stephen  Sewall,  Mr  John  Higginson,  Jr.  &  Walter 
Price,  are  chosen,  and  appointed  a  Committee,  they  or  the 
Major  part  of  them,  to  procure  a  Sutable  Crammer  School 
Master  for  the  instruction  of  Youth  in  Crammer  Learning, 
and  to  fitt  them  for  the  Colledge,  and  also  to  learn  them  to 
write  &  Cypher,  and  to  perfect  them  in  reading  and  on 
tryal  of  a  person  or  persons  &  Judging  them  sutable  for 
the  same  the  Said  Committee  to  agree  with  thim  on  behalf 
of  the  Town  on  the  best  Terms  they  can.  the  Salary  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  Rents  Appropriated  to  Said  School,  as 
also  the  interest  of  the  Lagacies  Civen  for  the  use  of  Said 
School,  and  the  said  Committee  to  give  the  School  Master 
Such  Instructions  as  may  be  necessary  &  Sutable  for  the 
benefit  of  Said  School.  This  Committees  Power  to  con¬ 
tinue  untill  the  Town  Shall  appoint  another  Committee  in 
their  Stead  for  the  end  aforesaid. 

Vera  Copia  Attest  Walter  Price 
Watch  House  for  a  School  House 

At  A  Town  Meeting  Legally  warned,  held  at  Salem  June 
16  1712. 

Voted  —  Major  Stephen  Sewall,  Chosen  Moderator.  Voted 
—  that  the  W'atch  House  Adjoining  the  Town  House  be 
for  the  future  Sett  apart  &  improved  for  a  School  House 
for  teaching  &  instructing  of  youth,  in  writing  Cyphering 
and  Mariners  Art,  and  perfecting  in  Reading,  and  that  the 
same  be  repaired  &  fitted  Conveniently  for  the  use  aforesaid 
by  the  Town  Treasurer,  as  the  Committee  formerly  chosen 
for  the  Grammar  School  Shall  direct.  Voted  —  That  the 
Rents  of  the  Seventy  Acres  by  Feltons  &  other  Small  Rents 
payable  to  the  Town,  not  yet  otherways  appropriated  Shall 
hereafter  be  appropriated  &  set  apart  towards  the  Support 
of  the  Writing  School  &  before  mentioned.  Voted  —  That 
the  rents  Interest  &  income  of  the  Grammer  School  formerly 
given  &  Set  apart  for  that  End  Shall  or  May  amount  to  more 
than  the  Committee  for  the  time  being  do  or  shall  hereafter 
agree  to  pay  to  the  Grammer  School  Master  per  Annum 
Shall  be  improved  towards  the  Support  of  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  Writing  School.  Voted  —  That  the  Same  Committee 
'Chosen  the  10th  of  March  last  past  for  procuring  a  Gram- 
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mer  School  Master  &  Regulating  that  School,  are  now 
Elected  &  appointed  to  procure  &  agree  with  a  Sutable 
person  for  the  keeping  the  aforesaid  Writing  School  and 
the  Said  Committee  to  give  the  School  Master  such  instruc¬ 
tions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  Said  School. 
This  Committee  have  power  to  continue  until  the  Town 
Shall  appoint  another  Sutable  Committee  in  their  Stead  for 
the  end  Aforesaid.  Voted  —  That  what  the  rents  &  In¬ 
comes  Set  apart  for  the  Support  of  the  before  mentioned 
School  as  Shall  fall  Short  of  paying  the  School  Master,  what 
the  Committee  shall  agree  with  him  for.  Shall  be  paid  by 
the  respective  Scholars  of  both  Schools,  as  the  Committee 
Shall  annually  direct  or  order,  only  such  poor  SchoUars  as 
are  not  able  to  pay  to  be  excused  according  to  the  Direction 
of  the  Committee 

Vera  Copia  Attest  W  Price 

Town  Clerk 

An  Account  of  the  Incomes  of  the  Grammar  School  & 
Writing  School  in  Salem  taken  September  24th  1712 


Rents  of  Royalside  £22-  5-6 

”  ”  Dixcy’s  Ferry  3-  0-0 

”  ”  Massey’s  Ferry  10-  0-0 

”  ”  Bakers  Island  3-  0-0 

”  ”  Misery  Island  3-  0-0 


Phippen  &  Pickering  )  —  8-0 
) 

for  Lands  at  Bury  Point) 

Money  at  Interest  £259 

at  6  pr  Cent  15-10-9 


57-  4-3 


The  Rents  of  the  70  Acres  of  Feltons  £1-1 5-3 

”  ”  ”  Lands  adjoining  to  them  1-  4-0 

”  ”  ”  Mr  Grove  Hirst  for  Ushers  House  5-0 

”  ”  ”  Joseph  Southwick  2-0 

”  ”  ”  Gam"  Hodges  for  Lane  5-0 

»  »  »  Thomas  Bell  2-6 

”  ”  ”  Michael  Bacon  for  Burying  Point  1-  8-0 
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Tarble  &  Putnams  Land  1 2-0 

John  Cromwell  money  at  Interest) 

) 

£55  at  6  per  Cent  )  3-  6-0 


£8-19-9 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  Committee  for  Regulating  the 
Schools  in  Salem,  being  all  present  March  20  1712.  Mr. 
John  Higginson  Jr  is  desired  &  appointed  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
Said  Committee  to  make  what  Entrys  and  give  out  such  or¬ 
ders  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  from  time  to  time  by  Said  Com¬ 
mittee  Agreed  with  Mr  John  Barnard  to  keep  the  Cram¬ 
mer  School  in  Salem  for  one  Quarter  of  a  Year  on  Tryal 
for  which  he  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  the  Crammer  School  the  sum  of  Twelve 
pounds  ten  Shillings  the  Quarter  to  begin  the  25th  of  this 
month. 

At  a  Meeting  of  Said  Committee  June  23d  1712  being 
all  present.  Ordered  that  Mr  John  Barnard  have  a  order 
on  the  Treasurer  for  the  Twelve  pounds  ten  Shillings  for 
his  keeping  the  School  from  the  25th  of  March  to  the  25th 
of  this  Instant  June.  Note  Civen.  And  Mr  Barnard  is 
desired  to  Keep  the  Said  School  one  Quarter  of  a  Year  more 
on  the  same  terms. 

Sept  1  1712  agreed  with  Nathl  Higginson  to  keep  a 
Writing  &  Cyphering  School  in  the  North  end  of  the  Town 
House  which  is  now  fitted  up  for  a  School  for  one  Quarter 
of  a  year  from  this  1  Day  of  September,  and  to  be  paid  for 
the  same  Seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings  in  Money. 

An  Order  Shovel  &  Tongs 

Sept  25  1712  At  A  Meeting  of  the  Committee  they  being 
all  present  agreed  That  Mr  Nathl  Higginson  is  desired  to 
continue  to  keep  the  School  till  the  25  December  and  to 
be  paid  proportionally.  Agreed  That  the  Selectmen  be 
desired  to  pay  Mr  John  Barnard  Twelve  pounds  ten  Shillings 
in  money  out  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
Crammar  School  for  the  Quarter  last  past  and  also  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  Sutable  Chair  for  the  Writing  School,  a  pair  of  Tongs 
&  fire  Shovel,  and  a  pair  of  Strong  Iron  Dogs  for  each  School 
and  one  Pale  &  Broom  as  there  may  be  Occasion. 
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Scholars  to  pay  8/  pr  annum 

Pursuant  to  the  Power  &  Instructions  Given  us  by  the 
Town  of  Salem,  we  have  agreed  and  concluded  and  do 
hereby  direct  that  each  SchoUer  that  doth  or  shall  belong 
or  go  to  the  Grammar,  Writing  Cyphering  or  Reading  School 
which  is  kept  by  Mr.  John  Barnard  &  Mr  Nathl  Higginson, 
Shall  from  and  after  the  date  hereof  pay  unto  their  respec¬ 
tive  Masters  after  the  Rate  of  Eight  Shillings  pr  annum  in 
money.  Viz  —  Two  Shihngs  at  the  End  of  every  quarter 
of  a  year,  that  they  shall  go  to  Said  Schools,  and  Propor¬ 
tionally  for  any  part  of  a  year.  Excepting  such  poor  Scholars 
as  shall  be  Excused  by  the  Committee  from  time  to  time 
and  the  School  Masters  are  desired  to  keep  a  particular 
account  hereafter  when  the  Schollars  enter  their  Schools 
and  when  they  leave  it  and  of  what  money  they  receive  of 
them,  and  this  to  continue  till  further  orders. 

The  following  Schollars  are  Excused  from  Paying  the 
2  Shillings  per  Quarter.  Viz,  John  Phillips,  Bartholmew 
Brown  Sami  Jeffers,  James  Allen,  John  Sedgewick  Caleb 
Bears.  Benjamin  Chub  VVm  Barton,  Ehas  Tosier. 

Agreed  that  the  Selectmen  are  desired  to  Order  the  Town 
Treasurer  to  pay  for  the  Ringing  the  School  Bell,  12/  pr 
annum  from  the  first  day  of  March  next  ensuing  to  the 
person  that  shall  Ring  the  bell. 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  Committee  April  2d  1716  Agreed 
with  Mr.  John  Swinerton  to  keep  the  Writing,  Cyphering 
&  Reading  School,  at  the  School  House  at  the  North  End 
of  the  Town  House,  for  One  Year  from  the  25th  March 
last  past  to  the  25th  March  next  ensueing,  on  the  following 
Terms  Viz — That  Each  Scholar  that  comes  to  Said  School 
(Except  Such  as  are  Excepted  by  the  Committee)  pay  unto 
said  Swinerton  the  sum  of  Five  Shillings  and  Sixpence  in 
money  at  the  beginning  of  each  Quarter,  and  that  he  be 
paid  out  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the  School  after 
the  rate  of  Ten  Shillings  pr  annum  for  Each  Schollar  to 
the  number  of  forty  Schollars  or  after  that  rate  for  so  many 
Schollars  as  there  shall  be  there  under  that  number  to  be 
paid  Quarterly  and  for  so  many  as  there  is  above  the  num¬ 
ber  of  forty  to  be  paid  only  two  Shillings  &  Six  pence  pr 
Quarter  by  the  Schollars  and  that  the  Schollars  be  admitted 
on  the  Quarter  Days.  And  that  each  Schollar  that  comes 
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to  School  in  the  winter  pay  to  Said  Swinerton  four  Shillings 
&  Sixpence  in  money  or  bring  three  foot  of  wood,  and  to 
be  paid  for  such  SchoUars  as  are  excepted  by  the  Committee, 
after  the  rate  of  Ten  Shillings  pr  annum  out  of  the  School 
money,  and  that  the  Said  Swinerton  render  an  account 
Quarterly  to  the  Committee  of  the  number  of  SchoUars  that 
come  to  him  each  Quarter. 

June  25  1716  Agreed  with  Mr.  Samuel  Andrews  to  keep 
the  Grammar  School  at  the  School  House  in  the  Body  of 
the  Town  for  One  Quarter  of  a  year  from  the  25th  June 
Inst  for  which  he  is  to  be  paid  £12.  10=00  in  manner 
following.  Each  Scholar,  (Excepting  Such  as  are  exempted 
by  the  Committee)  pay  Said  Andrews  2/6  in  money  on 
the  Said  quarter  days,  and  what  that  falls  short  of  the  sum 
of  12  pounds  10/  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  Grammer  School.  Agreed  that  Mr.  William 
Gedney  Town  Treasurer  Receive  of  Coll"  Samuel  Brown  & 
Capt  John  Brown  Executrs  to  the  last  w'ill  and  testiment 
of  Hon  William  Browne  Esq  deceased,  the  Lagacie  of  one 
Hundred  pounds,  given  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  Grammar 
School  in  the  bodie  of  the  Town  of  Salem,  and  that  he  give 
them  a  Discharge  for  the  Same,  and  let  the  money  out  to 
Interest  as  Soon  as  may  be  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

July  23d  1718  Mr  John  Nutting  the  Latin  School  Mas¬ 
ter  Came  and  Entered  on  his  work  of  Teaching  School  here 
at  Seventy  Pounds  pr  Annum  for  One  Year  Possession  Given 
him  of  the  School  &  Scholars,  by  Samuel  Brown  Esq  & 
Stephen  Sewall,  two  of  the  Committee.  The  agreement 
being  made  with  him  about  the  Eight  of  July  at  a  fuU  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Committee. 

Salem  12  Feby  1718/19 

Memorandum  of  Stock  belonging  to  the  School  at  Interest, 
Viz 

Nich*  Trask  of  Salem  £24-  0-0 

Jon*  Kenney  of  Salem  50-  0-0  Silver 

Ephraim  Curtice  of  Boxford  deceased  17-10-0  Money 
Humphry  Case  Junr  Salem  18-00-0  109-10-0 
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Daniel  Epes,  Esq  of  Salem 

50-  0-0  Cur*  Money 

Joseph  Hascoll  of  Gloucester  Dec" 

£10-  0-0 

Daniel  Mansfield  Lynn 

30-  0-0 

Capt  John  Cogswell  Ipswich  Dec" 

50-  0-0 

Joseph  English  Salem 

20-  0-0 

Benjamin  Porter  Boxford 

25-  0-0 

Samuel  Goodale  Salem 

50-  0-0 

Capt  John  Abbot  Salem 

33-  0-0 

John  Bradstreet  Topsfield 

55-  0-0 

James  Putnam  Salem 

25-  0-0 

298-  0-0  Provine  bills 
of  credit 

At  6  pr  Cent  pr  Annum  457  -0-0 
To  the  Interest  of  457-0-0  @  pr  cent  27  9  0 

Ryal  Side 
(Jonathan 

Batchelder  £5-11-0  Jon  Green  £5-11-0) 

)  £22-5-6 

(Samuel  Leach  5-11-0  Nathl  Tomkins  5-11-0) 

Ferries 

Nathl  Massey  £10-0-0  John  Dixey  5  to  pr  annum  £15-0-0 
Islands 

Col  Turner  for  Bakers  Island  £3-  -) 

)  6-0-0 

And  Mr.  Marston  £3-  -) 

Small  Rents 
The  70  Acres, 

Nathl  Felton  11/9  Nathl  Felton  Jr  11/9) 

Robert  Wilson  8/9  Thorndike  Proctor  3/  )  £1-15-3 

The  Mirey  Swamp  Jn  Holton  3/  Hen  Holten  3/  ) 

Sami  Felton  3/  Jun*  Preston  3/  Robert  Wilson  3/)  £1-4-0 
Nathl  Felton  3/  Sami  Nurse  3/  Skelton  Felton  3/) 

Total  £73-13-9 
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Joseph  Thrasher  for  Mr.  Hersts  Lease  5-0 

Joseph  Southwick  2/  pr  annum  2-0 

Gamliel  Hodges  for  Lane  5-0 

James  Lindall  for  Phippen  &  Pickering  8-0 

Thomas  Bell  2-6 

Mihill  Bacon  bury  place  1-8-0 

John  Trask  for  his  Mall  3-0 

Jno  Tarble  &  Jn*  Putnam  for  Land  12-0 

Jon*  Pudney  for  Land  4-0 

John  Holmes  for  Land  8-0 

Israel  Andrews  for  Lane  2-0 

John  Tarble  Jr  for  Land  14-0 


£78-7-3 

At  a  Committee  Meeting  for  the  Schools  in  Salem  Octr  6 
1719.  Present  Coll*  Samuel  Browne,  Esq,  Josiah  Walcott 
Esqr  &  Stephen  Sewall,  Whereas,  Capt  John  Browne 
Esqr  late  of  Salem  Dec”  by  his  last  Will  &  Testament  Gave 
and  bequeathed  unto  the  Grammar  School  in  Salem  the  Sum 
of  Twenty  five  Pounds.  Ordered,  That  an  Order  Goe  forth 
to  Col  Samuel  Brown  Esqr  Execute  to  the  last  will  &  Testa¬ 
ment  of  the  aforesaid  John  Browne  Esqr  Dec”  for  the  Pay¬ 
ment  of  the  Said  Sum  of  Twenty  five  Pounds,  unto  William 
Gedney  Esqr  Treasurer  for  Said  School,  for  the  use  thereof, 
and  that  he  Give  an  ample  release  or  Discharge  for  the  Same 
on  Receipt  thereof. 

March  18  1727/28  At  A  General  Town  Meeting 
Legally  Assembled  Capt  Peter  Osgood  Moderator  Voted, 
In  answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Village 
&  Midle  Precent  &  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chipmans  Parish,  as 
also  the  Petition  of  Mr.  John  Gerrish,  Master  of  the  Writing 
School  Within  the  Bridge.  That  the  former  Allowance  be 
continued  to  each  of  them  for  three  Years  longer  to  be  paid 
them  out  of  the  Town  Treasury-  Yearly  for  Said  Term, 
towards  the  Support  of  the  Schools  amongst  them  in  their 
respective  Districts. 

A  True  Copie  Attest 
Thos  Barton 
Town  Clerk 
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March  23  1728/9  At  A  General  Town  Meeting  legally 
Assembled  The  Hon.  Samuel  Brown  Esqr  Moderator.  The 
Petition  of  Mr.  John  Nutting,  Master  of  the  Grammar 
School  being  read  &  duly  Considered.  Voted  —  That  there 
be  paid  out  of  the  Town  Treasury  to  Mr.  John  Nutting  the 
sum  of  Twenty  Pounds  pr  Annum  for  the  Space  of  five  years 
next  ensueing  as  a  further  incouragement  &  allowance  to 
him  for  his  keeping  Said  School,  but  if  he  Should  leave 
Keeping  Said  School  then  the  aforesaid  sum  to  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury  for  the  School  to  be  improved  as  the  Town  or 
Committee  shall  then  order  about  getting  another  School 
Master. 

Browne’s  Legacy  &c 

The  Town  Entering  upon  Consideration  of  the  affair  for 
incouraging  of  Schools  in  this  Town,  as  mentioned  in  the 
Warrant.  The  Honorable  Coll”  Browne  is  pleased  to  take 
this  Opportunity  not  only  as  Moderator  Recommending  to 
the  Whole  Town  how  much  it  is  for  their  Honor  and 
Interest  to  be  always  ready  &  cheerfull  to  the  Supporting  of 
Schools  for  the  Education  of  Children  &  also  acquainted 
them  what  it  is  the  Good  Laws  of  the  Province  mean  and 
Expect  from  them,  but  also  to  Express  his  own  thoughts  & 
Concern  for  the  same.  And  for  a  more  sensible  Manifesta¬ 
tion  thereof  is  Pleased  now  to  offer  to  the  Towns  Acceptance 
a  free  Gift  &  Grant  of  three  Several  Sums  of  Money  towards 
the  Support  of  three  Schools  for  the  Education  of  children 
in  the  Bodie  of  this  Town,  amounting  to  the  Sum  of  Two 
Hundred  &  Forty  Pounds,  as  followeth. 

Firstly  —  He  Gives  &  Grants  to  the  Grammar  School  in 
Salem  to  be  kept  in  or  near  the  Town  House  Street  in  Salem, 
now  so  called,  being  in  the  bodv  of  the  Town  ONE  HUN¬ 
DRED  &  TWENTY  POUNDS. 

Secondly  —  He  gives  &  Grants  unto  the  Reading,  Writ¬ 
ing  &  Cyphering  School  in  Salem  to  be  kept  in  or  near  the 
Town  House  Street  in  Salem,  now  so  called  being  in  the 
Bodie  of  the  Town  SIXTY  POUNDS 

Thirdly  —  He  Gives  &  Grants  unto  a  Womans  School 
in  Salem  to  be  kept  by  a  Sutable  Honest  Sober  Woman  in 
or  near  the  Town  House  Street  in  Salem,  now  so  being  in 
the  Bodie  of  the  Town,  SIXTY  POUNDS.  And  these  Sums 
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to  be  particularly  improved  for  their  respective  ends  &  use 
according  to  the  Directions  Given  in  the  Several  Grants 
from  under  his  hand  as  hereafter  Recorded  May  at  large 
appear.  Whereupon  the  Selectmen  for  themselves  as  well 
as  on  behalf  of  the  Town  did  immediately  Signifie  their 
Greatfull  Acceptance  and  hearty  thanks  for  so  Generous 
and  Honorable  a  Gift. 

The  Honorable  Judge  Lynde  Also  in  a  more  particular 
Manner  Expressing  his  thankfullness  to  the  Moderator  for 
So  Bountifull  &  Generous  a  Donation  Asked  Liberty  to  Call 
for  a  Vote  of  thanks  from  the  Whole  Assembly,  which  ac¬ 
cordingly  was  done  by  a  very  Cheerful  lifting  up  of  Hands, 
none  Excepted. 

Lynde’s  Lagacy 

Mr.  Benjamin  Lynde  Junr  whom  the  Towne  was  pleased 
the  last  year  to  make  choice  of  for  their  Treasurer  and  voted 
him  Twelve  Pounds  for  his  service.  Takes  this  Opportunity 
to  return  the  Said  Twelve  Pounds  to  them  again  with  an 
addition  of  Eight  pounds  more  which  makes  up  the  sum  of 
Twenty  Pounds  if  the  Town  please  to  accept  of  the  Same 
towards  A  Grammar  School  in  the  Bodie  of  the  Town,  on 
the  Termes  Given  as  by  a  Instrument  from  under  his  hand 
hereafter  Recorded  May  appear.  To  Whom  also  the  Select¬ 
men  and  whole  assembly  did  immediately  signify  their  ready 

Acceptance  and  hearty  thanks  therefor. 

Voted  —  The  Hon  Col°  Brown,  Benjamin  Lynde,  Esq  Dr. 
Thomas  Robie,  Mr.  Benjamin  Lynde  Junr  &  Thomas  Bar¬ 
ton,  Chosen  &  appointed  a  Committee,  they  or  the  Major 
part  of  them  to  take  care  of  &  mannage  the  affairs  of  the 
Grammar  School,  and  also  the  affair  of  the  Reading  writing 
&  Cyphering  School  in  the  Bodie  of  the  Town  of  Salem, 
from  time  to  time,  and  on  a  vacancy  of  a  School  Master  to 
either  School  to  provide  another  School  master  Sutable  for 
Said  Service,  and  to  agree  with  him  or  them  on  the  best 
Termes  they  can  for  their  Support,  or  Salary  which  is  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  Rents  appropriated  by  the  Town  to  the 
Schools,  and  also  by  the  Interest  of  Such  Legacies  and  Do¬ 
nations  as  has  been  made  to  Said  Schools,  as  also  out  of 
which  sum  or  Sums  of  money  as  are  ordered  &  voted  to  be 
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paid  to  Said  Schools  or  Town  Treasurer  out  of  the  Town 
Stock  of  Money  already  Granted  or  to  be  raised  hereafter 
for  that  End,  and  purpose.  And  all  Rents  and  Appropria¬ 
tions  of  Lands  formily  Set  apart  &  Granted  to  Said  Schools 
are  hereby  further  ratified  &  Conformed  to  the  Said  Schools; 
and  the  Town  Treasurer  for  the  Time  being  is  to  take  care 
to  Gett  in  and  Collect  Said  Rents  &  Revenues  according  to 
the  Moneys  they  were  Leased  for  with  the  advice  &  Direc¬ 
tions  of  the  Committee.  This  Committee’s  power  to  Con¬ 
tinue  till  the  Town  Shall  Order  &  Appoint  another  Com¬ 
mittee  in  their  room  &  Stead,  for  the  Ends  aforesaid. 

Doings  of  the  Town  in  relations  to  Mr.  Browne’s  Donations 
to  the  Schools 

Voted  —  That  whereas  the  Honorable  Samuel  Brown  Esq 
hath  this  Day  Given  Some  Hansome  &  Honorable  Donations 
to  Three  Schools  Keept  or  to  be  Keept  in  or  near  the  Town 
House  Street  in  Salem,  for  the  Teaching  of  Poor  Scholars 
and  desiring  the  Town  to  appoint  &  order  some  persons  to 
Receive  the  Same  and  Give  Receipts  to  him  for  the  Three 
Several  Donations  or  Sums  of  Money  Give  by  him  for  the 
Ends  &  uses  mentioned  in  his  Gifts  and  under  the  Same 
Regulations.  It  is  therefore  Ordered  and  desired  that  the 
Hon'  Benjamin  Lynde  Esqr,  D'  Thomas  Robie  &  Mr. 
Thomas  Barton  be  a  Committee,  to  waite  on  the  Honl  Coll* 
Brown,  and  Receive  the  Said  Moneys  and  Give  Receipts 
accordingly.  And  the  Said  Moneys  when  received  to  be 
improved  and  put  out  to  interist  by  the  Town  Treasurer 
for  the  time  being  with  the  advice  of  the  School  Committee 
agreeable  to  Coll*  Brown’s  desire,  for  the  Ends  &  Uses  for 
which  it  is  given. 

The  Honorable  Coll’  Browne’s  Gifts  to  the  Schools  Salem 
March  13th  1728/9 

Samuel  Browne  of  Salem  in  the  County  of  Essex  in  New 
England,  Gives  &  Grants  unto  the  Grammar  School  in  Salem 
to  be  keept  in  or  near  the  Town  House  Street,  now  so  called 
being  in  the  Body  of  the  Town,  One  Hundred  &  Twenty 
Pounds,  Passable  Moneys  to  Make  the  Same  a  free  School, 
or  towards  the  Educating  of  Eight  or  Ten  Poor  Schollars 
Yearly  in  the  Grammar  Learning  or  the  Mathamaticks.  Viz, 
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the  Marriners  Art,  the  Said  Sum  of  One  Hundred  &  Twenty 
Pounds  to  be  lett  out  at  Interest  on  very  Good  Personal! 
Securitie  the  Interest,  or  Incom  thereof  to  be  improved  Only 
for  that  End  &  Use  for  ever,  as  a  Committee  Chosen  by  the 
Town  of  Salem  for  the  taking  care  of  Said  School  from  time 
to  time  may  Order  or  Direct,  with  the  advice  of  the  Minister 
or  Ministers  of  the  first  Church  in  Salem  and  Myself  or 
Children,  or  t\vo  of  the  Chief  of  their  Posteritie  and  that 
there  be  Speedyly  Orders  &  Directions  from  the  Town 
Given  to  Some  particular  persons  to  Receive  the  Said  Money, 
and  Give  a  Receipt  for  the  Same  for  the  End  and  Use  afore¬ 
said. 

Samuel  Browne 

Samuel  Brown  of  Salem  In  the  County  of  Essex  in  New 
England,  Gives  &  Grants  unto  the  Reading  Writing  &  Cy¬ 
phering  School  in  Salem,  to  be  keept  in  or  near  the  Town 
House  Street  in  Salem,  now  so  Called  being  in  the  Body  of 
the  Town,  Sixty'  Pounds,  passable  money  towards  making 
the  Same  a  free  School,  or  for  Learning  Six  Poor  Schollars 
Yearly  as  aforesaid,  at  the  Said  School,  the  Said  Sum  of 
Sixty  Pounds  to  be  lett  out  at  Interest  on  very  good  personal 
Securitie  tbe  Interest  or  Income  thereof  to  be  improved  only 
for  that  End  &  use  forever,  as  a  Committee  Cbosen  and 
Appointed  by  the  Town  of  Salem  for  taking  Care  of  the 
Grammer  School  from  Time  to  Time  may  order  &  Direct 
with  the  advice  of  the  Minister  or  Ministers  of  the  first 
Church  in  Salem,  and  Myself  or  children  or  two  of  the 
chief  of  their  Posteritie,  and  that  there  be  Speedyly  Orders 
&  Directions  from  the  Town  Given  to  Some  particular  per¬ 
sons  to  receive  the  Said  Money  &  Give  a  receipt  for  the 
Same  for  the  End  and  Use  aforesaid. 

Samuel  Brown 

Salem  March  13th  1728/9 

Samuel  Browne  of  Salem  in  the  County  of  Essex  in  New 
England,  Gives  &  Grants  unto  a  Woman  School  in  Salem 
to  be  kept  by  a  Sutable,  Honest  &  Sober  Woman  in  or  near 
the  Town  House  Street  in  Salem,  now  so  called  being  in 
the  Bodie  of  the  Town,  Sixty  Pounds  passable  money, 
which  is  to  be  lett  out  at  Interest  on  very  good  personal 
Security.  The  Interest  or  Income  thereof  to  ^  Yearly  Im¬ 
proved  for  the  Learning  of  Six  very  poor  Children  their 
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letters  &  to  Spell  and  read,  who  may  be  sent  to  Said  School 
Six  or  Seven  Months  in  the  Year  Viz —  Some  time  from 
the  first  of  April  to  the  first  of  October  Yearly  as  a  Com¬ 
mittee  Chosen  and  appointed  by  the  Town  of  Salem  for  the 
taking  Care  of  the  Grammar  School  from  time  to  time  may 
order  &  Direct,  with  the  advice  of  the  Minister  or  Ministers 
of  the  first  Church  in  Salem  and  Myself  or  Children  or  two 
of  their  posteritie  and  that  there  be  Speedyly  Orders  & 
Directions  from  the  Town  Given  to  Some  particular  persons 
to  receive  the  Said  money  and  Give  a  Receipt  for  the  Same, 
for  the  End  &  Use  aforesaid. 

Salem  March  13th  1728/9  Samuel  Browne 

Mr.  Benjamin  Lynde  Jun'  Gift  to  the  Grammar  School. 

Whereas  this  Town  when  they  chose  me  Treasurer  in 
May  last,  also  voted  me  Twelve  Pounds  for  my  Services  for 
the  year  1728.  VV^hich  Sum,  tho’  it  was  not  equal  to  the 
Great  Care  &  necessary  trouble  arrising  from  the  faithful! 
Discharge  of  Said  Office,  Yet  being  importuned  by  many 
whom  1  would  willingly  oblige  and  to  Serve  the  Town  as 
far  as  1  was  Capable.  1  Entered  on  the  Said  Service,  and 
having  now  accomplished  the  Same  1  return  the  Said  Twelve 
Pounds  to  the  Town  together  with  the  addition  of  Eight 
Pounds  more  to  make  it  Twenty  Pounds,  if  they  please  to 
accept  it  on  the  following  Terms,  Viz —  1  Give  unto  the 
Grammar  School  in  Salem  to  be  kept  in  or  near  where  it 
now  is, —  The  Sum  of  Twenty  Pounds,  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  Committee  to  be  Chosen  to  take  care  of  and 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  to  be  lett 
out  for  Said  Use,  The  Incom  or  Interest  thereof  to  Go 
towards  the  Keeping  and  Maintaining  a  Grammar  School 
Master  in  Said  School. 

Salem  March  1728/9  Benjamin  Lynde  Jr. 

The  above  &  foregoing  are  True  Copies  as  they  Stand 
entered  on  Town  Records. 

Examined  by  Thomas  Barton 
Town  Clerk 

May  10  1729  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
present  Benj*  Lynde  Esq.  Col.  Samuel  Browne  Dr.  Thomas 
Robie,  Mr.  Benjamin  Lynde  Jun'  &  Thomas  Barton  Or¬ 
dered  that  a  Book  proper  for  keeping  the  School  affairs  & 
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Records  of  the  Same  be  provided,  and  the  Selectmen  be 
desired  to  Order  the  pay  for  it.  Ordered,  The  Committee 
having  Received  of  Benjamin  Lynde  Jun'  His  Gift  of 
Twenty  Pounds  to  the  Grammar  School  in  Salem,  Do  now 
deliver  it  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  School.  Viz  —  The  Said 
Benjamin  Lynde  Jun'  [gift]  to  be  improved  for  the  End 
&  use  for  which  the  Said  Donation  was  made.  Ordered 
Thomas  Barton  is  appointed  and  Desired  to  officiate  as  Clerk 
to  this  Committee. 

July  16  1729  Ordered  The  Hon*  Benjamin  Lynde 
Esq  Dr  Tho*  Robie  &  Thomas  Barton,  as  a  Committee 
Chosen  by  the  Town  at  the  last  March  Meeting  have  this 
day  Rece"*  of  the  Honorable  Col  Brown  his  Donation  to  the 
three  Schools  Kept  or  to  be  Kept  in  the  body  of  the  Town, 
Viz —  One  hundred  &  Twenh'  Pounds  to  the  Grammar 
School,  Sixty  Pounds  to  the  Reading  Writing  &  Cyphering 
School  and  Sixty  Pounds  more  to  a  Woman  School  in  all 
amounting  to  the  Sum  of  Two  Hundred  &  Forty  Pounds, 
and  this  day  have  also  paid  &  Delivered  the  Same  unto 
Benjamin  Lynde  Jun'  Esq  Town  Treasurer,  and  by  him 
to  be  improved  and  put  out  to  Interest  on  Good  personal 
Securitie  with  Sureties  for  the  use  &  benefit  of  Said  Schools 
according  to  the  desire  of  Coll"  Browne  &  with  the  advice 
of  the  School  Committee. 

We  the  Subscribers  being  a  Committee  Chosen  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Town  of  Salem  at  their  Meeting  Legally 
assembled  March  13th  1728/9  who  are  impowered  to 
Receive  the  Donation  made  &  Given  by  the  Honorable 
Samuel  Browne,  Esq  to  the  Grammar  School  to  be  kept  in 
the  Bodie  of  the  Town  of  Salem,  Do  hereby  acknowledge 
to  have  had  &  received  of  the  Said  Samuel  Browne  One 
Hundred  &  Twenty  Pounds  passable  Money  Viz —  Public 
Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  for  the  Service  &  benefit  of 
Said  School  to  be  improved  according  to  Said  Browns  Di¬ 
rections  Regulations  Limitations  Ends  &  Use,  mentioned 
by  him  in  his  Gift  to  Said  School,  and  Recorded  in  the 
Town  Book  Received  in  Salem  New  England  July  16th 
1729 

Benj*  Lynde  ( 

Thomas  Robie  (  Committee 

Thomas  Barton  ( 
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We  the  Subscribers  being  a  Committee  chosen,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Town  of  Salem  at  their  Meeting  legally 
assembled  March  13th  1728/9  who  are  impowered  to 
Receive  the  Donation  Made  &  Given  by  the  Hon  Samuel 
Browne  Esq  to  a  Womans  School  to  be  keept  in  the  Bodie 
of  the  Town  of  Salem.  Do  hereby  acknowledge  to  have 
had  &  Received  of  the  Said  Samuel  Brown  Esq  Sixty  Pounds 
in  passable  Money.  Viz — in  Public  Bills  of  Credit  of  the 
Province  for  the  Service  &  benefit  of  Said  School  to  be  im¬ 
proved  according  to  Said  Browne’s  Directions,  Regulations 
Limitations  Ends  &  Use  mentioned  by  him  in  his  Gift 
to  Said  School  and  recorded  in  the  Town  Book.  We  say 
received  in  Salem  New  England  July  16th  1729 

Benjamin  Lvnde  ( 

( 

Thomas  Robie  C  Committee 
( 

Thomas  Barton  ( 

We  the  Subscribers  being  a  Committee  Chosen  and  Im¬ 
powered  by  the  Town  of  Salem  at  their  Meeting  legaly 
assembled  March  13th  1728/9  who  are  impowered  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Donation  made  &  Given  by  the  Honorable  Samuel 
Browne,  Esq  to  the  Reading  Writing  and  Cyphering  School 
to  be  Keept  in  the  Bocly  of  the  Town  of  Salem.  Do  hereby 
acknowledge  to  have  had  &  received  of  the  Said  Samuel 
Brown  Esq  Sixty  Pounds,  in  passable  money  Viz — Public 
bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  for  the  Service  &  Benefit 
of  Said  School  to  be  improved  according  to  Said  Browne’s 
Donation,  Regulations  Limitations  End  &  Use  mentioned 
by  him  in  his  Gift  to  Said  School,  and  Recorded  in  the 
Town  Book,  —  We  Sav  received  in  Salem  New  England 
July  16th  1729 

Benjamin  Lvnde  C 
( 

Thomas  Robie  (  Committee 

c 

Thomas  Barton  ( 

Received  of  Benjamin  Lynde  Esq.  Dr.  Thomas  Robie  & 
Dr.  Thomas  Barton  a  Committee  appointed  for  the  receiving 
of  the  Several  Donations  made  &  Given  by  The  Hon  Samuel 
Browne  Esq  to  the  three  Several  Schools  in  the  Town  of 
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Salem.  The  Sum  of  Two  Hundred  &  Forty  Pounds  in 
Public  bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  Viz  One  Hundred  , 
&  Twenty  Pounds,  being  the  Gift  to  the  Grammar  School. 
Also  Sixty  Pounds  for  the  Reading  Writing  and  Cyphering 
School,  and  Sixty  Pounds  more  being  the  Gift  &  Donation  to 
a  Womans  School,  all  which  Sums  are  to  be  improved  and 
put  out  to  Interest  at  &  with  the  advice  of  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  agreeable  to  Col  Browne’s  desire  &  for  the  Ends  & 
Uses  for  which  they  are  Given 
Salem  July  16th  1729 

Benjamin  Lynde  Town  Treasurer 
Received  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  Managing  the 
affairs  of  the  Grammar  School  in  the  Body  of  the  Town 
of  Salem  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Pounds  bills  of  Credit,  it  being 
the  Gift  of  Benjamin  Lynde  Jr  to  Said  School  and  to  be 
lett  out  &  improved  for  the  End  and  Use  in  Said  Donation 
I  say  Received  Salem  May  10th  1729. 

Benjamin  Lynde  Town  Treasurer 
The  above  and  foregoing  Rece*“  are  true  Copies  as  they 
stand  entered  on  Town  Records. 

Examined  Tho’  Barton  Town  Clerk 

Rents  in  Relation  to  the  School  Funds  &c 

April  8  1730  At  A  Meeting  of  the  Committee,  present 
Judge  Lynde,  Col  Browne,  Benjamin  Lynde  Jr.  Mr.  Sewall 
&  Thomas  Barton.  Ordered,  —  The  Town  having  Voted 
at  a  Meeting  March  13th  1728/9  —  That  the  Rents 
appropriated  to  the  Schools  be  Colected  &  Received  by  the 
Town  Treasurer,  according  to  the  Moneys  they  were  Leased 
for,  taking  the  advice  &  Directions  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Schools,  whereof  having  Considered  the  Ancient  Leases  of 
Royal  Side  the  Misery  &  Bakers  Islands,  and  finding  they 
w’ere  Leased  about  the  Year  1677/8  —  for  so  much  to  be 
paid  in  money  which  in  the  years  of  making  these  Leases 
was  only  in  Silver  Money  @17  Disct  at  Least,  and  having 
also  Considered  Mr.  Lindalls  Lease  of  Land  by  the  Burying 
place  Leased  to  Capt  Bowditch  1680  The  Ckimmittee  are 
of  advice  &  Direct  the  Town  Treasurer  for  the  time  being 
to  Collect  &  Receive  the  Said  Rents  in  Such  Money  as  Speci¬ 
fied  in  these  Leases  or  an  Equivalant  thereto  which  the 
Committee  are  of  Opinion  cannot  be  less  than  100  pr  Ct 
Differance  between  that  Money  and  the  present  Bills  of 
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Credit.  This  Direction  to  be  for  the  Rent  of  this  present 
Year  untill  further  Order. 

Ordered  The  Committee  having  Considered  the  Leases 
of  the  70  Acres  and  the  Miery  Swamp  which  were  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  Writing  School  Ann*  1712.  Do  Advise  & 
Direct  on  the  Same,  that  these  be  also  paid  &  Received  in 
Currant  Money,  or  in  the  same  proportion  and  difference 
of  Money,  that  the  Grammar  School  rents  are  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  in. 

April  10  Ordered.  The  Committee  in  taking  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Several  Bonds  of  for  Money  let  out  for  the 
use  of  the  Schools,  Do  find  that  the  bond  of  Daniel  Epes 
Sen'  Gen*  was  for  £50  Current  Money  of  New  England 
&  altho  the  Bond  was  dated  1718.  they  find  by  the 
Books  it  was  the  renewall  of  a  Bond  for  £50  Given  A  D 
1707.  without  any  difference  or  allowance  on  the  money. 
The  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Said  with  Interest 
ought  to  be  paid  in  Money,  or  if  in  the  present  Bills  of 
Credit  with  the  advance  of  50  prct.  And  it  is  desired  that 
Mr.  Lynde  Jr.  &  Thomas  Barton  do  forthwith  acquaint 
Major  Epes  thereof.  And  Know  his  Mind  on  the  Same, 
in  order  to  the  Committees  taking  further  Measures  thereon. 

Jany  24  1732/3  At  A  Meeting  of  the  Committee  Pres¬ 
ent,  Judge  Lynde,  Benjamin  Lynde  Esqr  Capt  Higginson 
&  Thomas  Barton.  Ordered.  The  Committee  present  hav¬ 
ing  now  received  of  Mess"  Samuel  &  William  Browne 
Execu*  to  the  Honorable  Samuel  Browne  Esqr  late  deceased. 
The  Sum  of  One  Hundred  &  Fifty  Pounds  Which  by  his 
last  Will  was  pleased  To  Give  as  a  further  incouragement 
for  the  Instruction  of  Children,  to  the  three  Schools,  within 
the  Body  of  the  Town.  Have  delivered  the  Same  unto 
Benjamin  Lynde  Esqr  Town  Treasury  to  be  improved  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

Items  to  Mr.  Browns  Will 

1st  Item.  I  Give  to  the  Grammar  School  Fifty  Pounds,  to 
be  under  the  Reshervations  Regulations  as  my  Donations  is 
which  I  have  already  Given. 

2nd  Item.  I  give  to  the  Reading  &  Writing  School  Fifty 
Pounds  to  be  also  under  the  Regulations  as  my  Donation  is 
which  I  have  already  Given  to  Said  School. 
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3d  Item.  I  Give  to  a  Woman  School  for  Teaching  poor 
Children,  Fifty  Pounds,  to  he  under  the  Same  Regulations 
&  Restrictions  as  my  Donation  which  I  have  formily  Given. 

Receipt  of  the  £150  Browne’s  Legacy 

Received  of  the  Committee  of  the  Schools  in  Salem  Bills 
of  Credit  One  Hundred  &  Fifty  Pounds,  being  the  Legacy 
lift  by  the  Honorable  Samuel  Browne  Esqr  Deed  To  three 
Several  Schools  in  Salem  Viz —  Fifty  Pounds  to  the  Gram¬ 
mar  School,  Fifty  Pounds,  To  the  Reading  Writing  &  Cy¬ 
phering  School  Fifty  Pounds,  to  a  Womans  School  Fifty 
Pounds.  All  which  Sums  are  to  be  improved,  and  lett  out 
agreeable  to  the  Directions  in  Coll*  Browns  Will,  for  the 
Ends  and  Uses  therein  expressed. 

Salem  Jany  24th  1732/3 

Benjamin  Lynde  Jr 
Town  Treasurer 

School  Committee 

The  Town  at  their  Meeting  March  9th  1752.  Made 
Choice  of  Benjamin  Pickman  Esq  Mess'*  Samuel  Gardner, 
Joshua  Ward,  Eben'  Putnam  Putnam  and  Stephen  Higgin- 
son,  as  a  School  Committee,  impowering  them  to  Mannage 
the  affairs  of  the  Schools  in  the  body  of  the  Town  of  Salem, 
to  appoint  Masters  for  Said  Schools  from  time,  to  time,  as 
there  shall  be  occasion,  &  agree  with  them  for  their  Salaries 
and  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  Same,  and  to  regulate 
the  Said  Schools  at  their  descretion  as  appears  by  an  attested 
Transcript  of  the  Town  Vote,  filed  with  the  School  Com¬ 
mittees  Papers. 

This  Committee  met  for  the  first  Time  April  15th  1752 
and  all  being  present,  agreed  to  the  following  Articles  Viz. 
That  Stephen  Higginson,  be  Clerk  of  this  Committee.  That 
the  Clerk,  draw  on  the  Town  Treasurer  to  pay  to  Mr.  Jona¬ 
than  Sewall  or  order  £  1 3-6-8  for  keeping  the  Grammar  School. 
The  three  months  ending  the  24th  March  last,  and  to  Mr. 
William  Gale  Six  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  &  four  pence, 

for  . . Keeping  the  reading.  Writing  &  Cyphering  School 

three  months  ending  the  25th  March  last.  The  above 
Orders  were  drawn  accordingly  April  16th  and  delivered 
to  the  respective  Masters.  That  On  &  after  the  first  day  of 
May  next  no  Scholars  Shall  be  Continued  or  admitted  into 
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the  Grammar  School  but  Such  as  are  Sent  to  be  Learnt  Latin. 
That,  from  and  after  the  first  of  May  next  each  Scholar 
of  the  Grammar  School  Shall  pay  to  the  Master  6/  LM. 
every'  quarter,  which,  the  Said  Master  is  hereby  desired  and 
directed  to  receive,  in  part  of  his  Salary,  and  to  account 
with  the  School  Committee,  for  it,  quarterly  and  the  Said 
Master  is  hereby  further  directed  not  to  Continue  in  his 
School  any  Scholar  from  whom  the  above  Sum  is  not  paid 
within  the  quarter  for  which  it  is  due.  That,  Mr.  Sewall  be 
and  hereby  is  directed  to  Employ  the  Grammar  Schools  in 
Writing  reading  &  Cyphering  as  often  as  he  may  think  it 
Expedient.  That  No  Scholars  be  Continued  or  admitted 
after  the  first  of  May  next,  but  Such  as  are  Children  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Town.  That  —  Mr.  Sewall  be  and  here¬ 
by  is  desired  to  Give  timely  notice  to  the  Scholars  of  these 
regulations  and  that  for  this  end  the  Clerk  is  desired  to 
furnish  him  with  a  Copy  of  this  and  the  four  proceeding 
Articles.  Delivered  Mr.  Sewall  an  Attested  Copv  as  above 
April  16th  1752. 

Incom  of  the  donations  to  go  to  the  School  Masters 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  at  the  House  of 
the  Hon.  William  Browne  Esq  Oct'  12th  1752  Present 
all  the  Committee  &  Mr.  Browne. 

Agreed,  —  That  the  Masters  of  the  Reading  Writing  & 
Cyphering  Schools  are  paid  by  the  Town,  the  Interest  for 
this  year,  of  those  Donations  which  are  appropriated  by  the 
Donors  to  this  school,  be  applied  to  the  buying  wood  for 
Such  of  the  Scholars  as  the  Committee  together  with  Mr. 
Browne  Shall  think  Suitable. 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  at  the  House  of 
Hon  Wm.  Browne  Esq  Jany  16  1753.  Present  Mr.  Browne, 
Mr.  Samuel  Gardner,  Dr.  Putnam  &  S.  Higginson  — 
Agreed,  The  income  of  the  other  Donations  appearing  to 
have  been  carried  to  the  Town’s  General  Stock  in  the 
Treasury, —  Agreed  —  That  one  Years  Interest  of  the  Do¬ 
nation  of  the  Honorable  Samuel  Browne,  deceased,  for  the 
benefit  of  Poor  Children  at  the  Writing  Reading  &  Cypher¬ 
ing  School  in  this  Town,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  £20-5-0- 
be  applied  to  the  paying  fire  money  to  the  following  Chil¬ 
dren  Viz — 
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Edward  Rose,  Nathaniel  Glover,  William  Osborn,  Thomas 
Rue,  Benjamin  Knight,  Joseph  Browne,  John  Terent,  Zech' 
Curtice,  John  Pierce,  Benj*  Diamond,  Henry  CofEn  Samuel 
Fiske,  John  Fiske,  Jo‘  Fiske,  John  Gerrish,  William  Camp¬ 
bell,  Gidney  King,  John  Gray.  And  an  Order  was  accord¬ 
ingly  drawn  of  the  Treasurer  payable  to  Mess'*  Abijah  Hunt 
and  William  Gale,  Signed  by  all  present  as  above  Trustees. 
Agreed  —  That  the  Rev  Mr.  Sparhawk’s  Sons  that  are  or 
may  be  at  the  Grammar  School  be  Excused  from  paying 
the  Dollar  a  quarter  Each  for  the  present  Quarter  &  for  the 
future.  And  the  Clerk  is  hereby  desired  to  inform  Mr. 
Sewall  of  the  Resolution  Immediately. 

James  Ford  appointed  Master  of  Writing  School 

Mr.  James  Ford  was  agreed  by  consent  of  all  the  School 
Committee  to  Keep  the  Reading  Writing  and  Cyphering 
School  in  this  Town,  for  one  Year  beginning  the  9th  of 
May  1757,  and  to  have  fifty  three  pounds  Six  ShiUings  & 
Eight, —  Salary.  And  Mr.  Eben'  Bowditch  Jr.  to  be  his 
Usher  at  Forty  Pounds  a  Year  Salary,  agreed  with  for  half 
a  Year  from  the  10th  of  May,  Inst 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  Feby  21st  1760. 
All  present  but  Mr.  Gardner.  Upon  the  application  of  Mr. 
Ford,  &  in  consideration  of  the  Great  rise  of  the  necessaries 
of  Life  —  Voted,  That  he  be  allowed  Six  pounds  thirteen 
ShilUngs  and  four  pence,  in  addition  to  what  he  has  already 
received  in  the  Year  past.  And  that  his  Salary  be  raised 
to  Sixty  Six  pounds  thirteen  Shillings  &  four  pence  for  the 
ensueing  Year  Beginning  the  9th  Inst. 

The  Town  at  their  Meeting  March  11th  1771  made 
Choice  of  Edward  Augustus  Holyoke  Esq  Mess'*  Warwick 
Palfray  John  Pickering,  Henry  Gardner,  and  Nathan  Good- 
ale,  as  a  School  Committee  for  the  Year  ensueing  impower- 
ing  them  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  Schools  as  to  them 
may  seem  necessary  &  Expedient  for  the  Instruction  of  the 
Youth  of  Said  Town 

The  Committee  above  named  met  for  the  first  time  March 
25th  1771.  Agreed  that  Nathan  Goodale  be  clerk  of  this 
Committee.  That  the  Clerk  be,  and  hereby  is,  impowered 
to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  the  Masters 
Salaries  as  they  may  become  due,  also  for  any  other  Sums 
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of  Money  that  may  become  due  for  any  Supplies  to  the 
Schools,  or  work  done  on  the  House. 

Orders  of  School  Committee 

The  Town  of  Salem,  At  their  meeting  March  8th  1773, 
Made  choice  of  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jr  Esq  Mr.  John  Pick¬ 
ering,  Jr,  Mr.  John  Appleton,  Mr.  William  Northey,  &  Mr. 
Stephen  Higginson,  as  a  School  Committee  for  the  Year 
ensueing,  impowering  them  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the 
Schools  as  to  them  may  seem  necessary  &  Expedient,  for 
the  Interest  &  instruction  of  the  Youth  of  Said  Town.  The 
Committee  above  mentioned  were  also  im powered  to  En¬ 
quire  into  the  State  of  the  Several  Legacies  and  Donations 
of  Col  Samuel  Browne,  to  the  Several  Schools  in  Said  Town, 
and  report  the  Same  to  the  Town  at  May  Meeting  next 
Coming.  Voted  —  that  the  School  Committee  for  the  Year 
ensueing  be  directed  not  to  increase  the  Salaries  of  the 
Grammar  School  Master,  and  that  it  be  the  Same  as  last 
year.  Viz  Sixty  Six  pounds  13/4  pr  annum. 

March  18th  1773  The  above  named  Committee  for  the 
first  time,  and  all  present  excepting  Mr.  Pickering  agreed 
That  S.  Higginson  be  clerk  of  the  Committee,  &c  Voted  — 
That  the  Bell  belonging  to  the  Schools  which  has  for  some 
time  past,  been  unhung,  and  laid  aside  be  fitted  up  &  hung 
anew,  and  that  Col  Pickering  &  Mr.  Northey  be  desired  to 
imploy  some  proper  person  to  do  it. 

Disposission  of  the  Browne  Lagacies  to  the  Several  Schools 
At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  together  with  Col 
Browne,  and  the  Ministers  of  the  first  Church  on  the  26th 
March  1773,  at  the  Grammar  School  House.  Agreed  That 
the  Interest  of  the  Donation  &  Legacy  of  the  late  Hon 
Samuel  Browne  Esq  to  the  Grammar  School  being  about 
thirteen  pounds  pr  annum,  &  also  the  Interest  of  his  Dona¬ 
tion  &  Legacy  to  the  Writing  &  Cyphering  School,  being 
about  Eight  pounds  pr  annum,  be  Given  and  allowed  to 
Mr.  Steward  the  present  Master  of  the  Grammar  School  in 
consideration  of  which  He  is  to  teach  Six  poor  Boys  Such 
as  the  Committee  shall  direct  in  the  Mariners  Art,  and  also 
Six  other  poor  boys  to  write  &  Cypher  three  Evenings  in 
a  week  from  the  first  of  November  to  the  first  of  March. 
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Beginning  the  School  at  Six,  and  ending  at  nine  Oclock  in 
the  Evening.  They  finding  the  wood  &  candles  that  may 
be  necessary.  The  School  to  be  Keept  at  the  Grammar 
School  House. 

Voted  That  the  Interest  of  Said  Brownes  Donation  & 
Legacy  to  a  Womans  Reading  School  being  about  £8-14- 
pr  annum  be  given  to  Mrs.  Mary  Gill  for  which  She  is  to 
teach  Nine  poor  Boys  to  Spell  &  Read,  the  Year  through, 
and  to  find  them  in  fireing  during  the  Winter,  providing 
She  admits  but  Sixteen  other  Scholars  into  her  school.  We 
the  Subscribers  advise  to  the  above  Order. 

Asa  Dunbar 

Wm.  Browne,  One  of  the  Posterity  of  the  Donor 

The  Committee  met  the  8th  of  May  1773,  &  agreed  that 
the  following  named  Boys  be  put  at  the  Charity  School  kept 
by  Mrs.  Gill,  and  there  taught  for  Six  months  from  the  10th 
Inst  Viz  —  William  Rowell,  Jonathan  Allen,  John  Millet, 
Samuel  Clemons,  Thomas  Griffin,  Amos  Jacobs,  John  Jacobs, 
and  _  Doyal 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  at  Mr.  Goodhue's 
on  Saturday  Deer  18th  1773,  Present  Mr.  Pickering  Mr. 
Appleton,  &  Mr.  Higginson.  The  following  notification 
was  agreed  upon  &  Ordered  to  be  published  in  next  weeks 
Papers.  The  School  Committee  Give  notice  that  a  Free 
School  will  be  kept  by  Master  Steward  at  the  Grammar 
School  House  on  every  Monday,  Wednesday  &  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  from  the  first  of  January  to  the  first  of  April  next,  for 
teaching  Six  Poor  Youth  the  Mariners  Art,  also  Six  poor 
Lads  to  write  &  Cypher,  which  School  is  Supported  by  the 
Generas  Donation  &  Legacy  of  the  late  Honorable  Samuel 
Browne,  Esq.  Such  poor  persons  as  would  receive  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  this  School  are  desired  to  meet  the  Committee  at  Mr. 
Goodhues  on  Monday  next  at  Six  Oclock  in  the  Evening. 
Salem  Deer  21  —  1773. 

23d  This  Day  the  Committee  met  at  Mr.  Goodhues,  and 
agreed  that  the  Evening  School  Kept  by  Mr.  Steward  for 
teaching  Six  Poor  Boys  to  write  &  Cypher,  also  Six  other 
the  art  of  Navagation,  be  opened  the  Instant  and  that 
the  boys  hereafter  named  be  admitted  to  said  School.  Viz — 
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Names  of  Boys  who  had  the  advantage  of  the  School  Fund 

To  learn  writing  &  Cyphering  To  learn  Navagation 
Tobias  Smethurst  Thomas  W'ebb 

William  Mugford  Nathaniel  Brookhouse 

William  VV^oodbridge  Peter  Smethurst 

May  17  1774  An  Order  was  this  day  Drawn  upon  the 
Town  Treasury,  in  favour  of  Mrs.  Mary'  Gill,  for  one  Quar¬ 
ter  Salary,  being  Two  pounds,  3/6,  being  the  Interest  of 
Money  Given  by  the  late  Samuel  Browne,  Esq  to  a  VV'oman’s 
School. 

July  29  1780  Eight  Hundred  Pounds  was  Paid  Anta- 
past  Steward  for  One  Quarter  Salary,  (School  Master)  in 
consequence  of  the  advanced  Prices  of  the  Necessaries  of 
life. 

Doing  of  the  School  Committee  in  relation  the  removal  of 
Master  Rogers  from  the  Grammar  School 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  Deer  22  1796 
at  the  Court  House  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Present 
State  of  the  Grammar  School.  It  was  unanimously  Voted, 
that  the  Committee  Think  it  inexpedient  for  Mr.  N.  Rogers 
to  be  continued  in  the  Grammar  School  any  longer  than 
the  first  of  April  next.  Voted  —  That  a  Committee  be 
chosen  to  acquaint  Mr.  Rogers  therewith  immediately  and 
to  engage  another  Master  to  take  Charge  of  the  Grammar 
School,  when  Mr.  Rogers  leaves  it.  Voted,  That  the  Com¬ 
mittee  consist  of  Five  Persons,  Viz  —  Mr.  J  Treadwell, 
Mr.  E  Puling,  Mr.  W.  Prescott,  Mr.  j.  Norris  &  Mr.  J  Jenks. 

jany  2d  1797.  The  Sub  Committee  waited  on  Mr.  Ro¬ 
gers  and  Gave  him  notice  as  proposed  in  the  meeting  of  the 
22  Deer  and  made  an  agreement  with  him  to  continue  in 
the  School  until!  the  31st  of  March  next  unless  some  par¬ 
ticular  circumstance  Should  require  Mr.  Roger’s  resigning 
the  School  at  an  earlier  period  on  account  of  the  Person  the 
Committee  may  engage  to  take  charge  of  the  Grammar 
School.  Mr.  Rogers  agreed  to  Give  up  the  School  on  the 
31st  March  or  any  time  previous  thereto  if  more  accommo¬ 
dating  to  them. 
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Feby  11th  The  clerk  Gave  Mr.  Rogers  notice  that  the 
Committee  had  engaged  a  Master  for  the  Grammar  School, 
and  that  he  was  requested  to  Give  up  the  School  on  the  last 
of  this  month. 

March  2d  E  Pulling  Wm.  Prescott  Col  J  Hathorne  & 
Mr.  John  Jenk,  being  part  of  the  School  Committee  waited 
upon  Mr.  David  Kendall,  and  introduced  him  to,  and  Give 
him  charge  of  the  Grammar  School. 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  August  1st  1791 
Voted  —  to  purchas  Seventeen  cords  of  wood  for  the  use 
of  the  Town  Schools.  Also  voted  —  That  the  Reading  & 
Writing  Masters  be  directed  to  procure  at  the  Town’s  Ex¬ 
pense  a  Sufficient  number  of  Spelling  Books,  to  Supply  all 
the  Paupers  in  their  respective  Schools. 

Doing  of  the  School  Committee  in  relation  to  Daniel  Cook 

who  fired  the  Grammar  School  House 

Feby  5th  1798  The  School  Committee  met  this  Eve¬ 
ning  at  the  Court  House  Chamber  all  present  excepting  J 
Treadwell  J  Norric  E  Pulling  &  J  Jenks.  After  hearing 
the  circumstance  of  the  Fire  on  Wednesday  last  at  the 
Centrel  School  house  related  by  George  Carpenter  &  Henry 
Prince,  accompanied  with  the  Confession  of  Daniel  Cook, 
That  he  put  fire  into  a  hole  in  the  Chamber  Floor  of  the 
Grammar  School  and  in  Consequence  of  the  fire  the  School 
house  &  Library  were  much  Damaged.  — 

The  Committee  are  of  Opinion  that  some  Public  Measure 
ought  to  be  taken,  thereupon,  and  that  it  may  have  a  Good 
effect  upon  the  Minds  of  the  Scholars,  and  deter  others 
from  Such  unwarantable  &  dangerous  Conduct.  —  Voted 
—  That  Daniel  Cook  Son  of  Mr.  Stephen  Cook,  be  for  the 
present  Suspended  from  all  the  Public  Schools  And,  That 
Mr.  Daniel  Kendall,  the  Grammaster  be  informed  of  the 
Vote. —  And  that  he  be  desired  fully  to  Comply  with  it. — 
And  in  the  presence  of  the  School  to  Suspend  the  Said  Dan¬ 
iel  Cook,  from  the  Public  Schools.  Mr.  Beckford,  Mr.  Ash¬ 
ton  &  Dea  Holman,  were  desired  to  inform  Mr.  S  Cook  that 
Mr.  Kendall  in  the  Suspension  of  his  Son  had  acted  agree¬ 
able  to  his  Orders  received  from  the  Committee. 
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Feby  5th  1799  The  School  Committee  this  day  agreed 
with  Mr.  Daniel  Parker  of  Haverhill  to  take  Charge  of  the 
Grammar  School,  which  he  accepted  &  on  Tuesday  5  of 
Feby  he  took  charg  of  the  School 

1 800  —  The  Salaries  of  the  Clergy  for  this  Year  Viz  — 
Rev  John  Prince  £284-0-0 


Thomas  Barnard 

223-6-8 

Daniel  Hopkins 

195- ”  ” 

N  Fisher 

150-”  ” 

J  Spaulding 

170-”  ” 

Wm.  Bendy 

160-”  ” 

1128-6-8 

Salary  of  the  Grammar  Master 

Average  £197-1-11/4  Which  Gives  Mr.  Parkers  Salary 
$656-85 

April  24th  1801  The  School  Committee  on  Examina¬ 
tion  having  found  the  Schools  of  the  Several  Writing  Mas¬ 
ters  so  cramed  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Masters 
to  pay  proper  attention  to  their  Schools.  Thereupon,  Voted, 
That  the  Committee  employ  three  School  Mistresses.  One 
in  Each  School  District,  to  instruct  the  Small  Children  in 
reading  and  that  no  children  be  admitted  into  the  Schools 
who  are  under  five  years  of  age.  Voted  —  that  Each  Sub 
Committee  be  requested  to  apply  to  Some  person  in  their 
District  Suitable  for  a  School  Mistress,  enquire  her  tirms 
and  report  to  the  Committee  at  the  adjornment  of  this 
Meeting. 

May  12  —  The  Committee  were  warned  to  meet  at  the 
Courthouse  this  evening  at  7  Oclock,  upon  Business  of  the 
Schools.  Accordingly  they  met  and  there  were  present 
Benj*  Pickman  Esq  J  Norris  Esq  Jos  Perkins  Esq  Dr. 
Little  Mr.  Savage  Mr.  W  Peale  Dr.  Oliver  Col  Hathorne 
&  J  Jenks. 

Order  of  the  School  Committee  In  Establishing  three  Female 
Schools 

The  sub-committee  reported  that  they  had  enquired  & 
found  that  Mrs.  Holman,  wife  of  Mr.  Wm.  Holman,  in 
the  West  Dist'  The  Widow  H.  Lamperell  in  the  Center  Dis¬ 
trict  and  Miss  Mary  Carlton  in  the  Eastern  District,  would 
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take  charge  of  the  Schools  proposed  to  be  opened  for  teach¬ 
ing  Young  Children  of  both  sexes  to  read.  That  the  In¬ 
structors  in  the  Western  &  Center  District  find  their  own 
Rooms,  for  the  Schools,  and  that  the  School  in  the  Eastern 
District  be  kept  in  a  part  of  the  East  School  House.  Also 
agree  that  these  Schools  Should  be  furnished  with  Four 
Cords  of  Wood  Each  and  with  Benches  for  the  Children 
&  with  24  Primmers.  Voted  —  That  the  Sub-committee 
agree  with  &  Appoint  the  Female  Instructors  for  these 
Schools,  and  that  their  Salaries  be  One  Hundred  Dollars, 
a  Year  and  that  they  observe  the  same  hours  for  Keeping 
their  Schools  as  the  Writing  Schools.  Voted.  That  after 
the  Committee  have  agree  with  the  Instructors,  that  notice 
be  Given  to  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Salem  News  Papers  that 
Schools  are  Opened  for  teaching  Young  Children  of  Both 
Sexes  to  read,  but  that  none  under  five  Years  Old  will  bee 
admitted  Voted.  —  That  the  Several  Writing  Masters  be 
authorized  to  turn  over  to  the  Woman  Schools  Such  Scholars 
as  they  find  are  not  qualified  as  to  their  reading  to  attend 
the  Masters  Schools. 

N  B  —  The  School  Committee  are  authorized  to  open 
Schools  for  Teaching  Young  Children  to  read,  and  to  imploy 
Female  Instructors  therefor:  by  a  Vote.  Passed  in  Town 
Meeting  May  11th  1801. 

Names  of  3  Woman  School  Instructors 

14  —  Dr.  M.  Little  reported  that  Miss  Mary  Carlton 
was  engaged  for  the  School  in  the  East  end  of  the  School 
house  upon  the  Common  &  that  the  room  will  be  prepared 
and  the  Instructress  ready  to  begin  on  Monday  next.  Col 
Pickman  Reported  that  Mrs.  Mary  Holman  was  engaged, 
for  the  West  end  of  the  Town.  Eben'  Beckford  Esq  Re¬ 
ported  that  Mrs.  H.  Lamperel  was  engaged  for  the  Center 
of  the  Town.  Notice  of  these  three  Schools  was  Given  by 
an  advertisement  in  the  Salem  Papers.  Viz  —  Those  who 
wish  their  Children  to  have  the  Benefit  of  these  Schools, 
have  now  an  opportunity  of  Sending  them.  The  School 
Committee  will  not  permit  any  Children  under  five  Years 
of  age  to  attend  these  Schools. 

September  1st  1821  At  a  Legal  Town  Meeting  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Salem,  Sami  Ropes  Esq  was  chosen  Modera- 
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tor.  It  was  Voted,  That  the  School  Committee  be  author¬ 
ized  to  build  a  new  School  house  to  be  built  of  Wood  and 
to  be  one  Story  high  in  the  W'estern  School  District.  At 
the  request  of  the  School  Committee  they  were  Excused 
from  Serving,  and  it  was  Voted — that  a  Committee  of  five 
be  chosen  for  the  purpose,  and  the  following  persons  were 

Chosen  Viz-  John  H  Andrews 

George  S.  Johonot 
Philip  Chase 
Abraham  Fostor 
James  Silver 

Voted — that  the  above  Committee  be  authorized  to  Draw 
on  the  Town  Treasurer  for  the  Sums  Necessary  for  the  Com¬ 
pletion  of  the  Building.  At  the  Same  Meeting  it  was  voted 
— that  a  Committee  be  Chosen  with  authority’  to  Select  and 
procure  a  Lot  of  Land  and  build  a  new  School  House  to  be 
built  of  W'ood  and  of  Such  dementions  as  may  be  by  them 
thought  advisable  in  the  Eastern  School  District.  Voted — 

that  the  Committee  consist  of  „  .  ^  .  ii 

Benj"  W .  Crowninshield 

Perley  Putnam 
Moses  Townsend 
George  Peirce 
Samuel  Ropes 

Voted — that  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the 
Town  Treasurer  for  the  Sum  of  Money  necessary  for  the 
Building  the  Same  and  purchesing  land  necessary  therefor. 
It  was  afterward  Voted,  That  the  Committee  for  the  West 
School  house  be  authorized  to  build  of  Brick,  or  Such  Ma¬ 
terials  as  they  may  think  most  advisable,  —  Provided  the 
Expense  thereof  Shall  not  exceed  the  Sum  of  Two  Thousand 
Dollars.  Previous  to  the  Meeting  at  which  the  above  com¬ 
mittees  were  chosen,  —  A  Committee  was  chosen  to  Ex- 
amin,  the  West  School-house,  and  see  if  it  was  fit  to  repair, 
and  make  their  re|X)rt  at  the  Next  Town  Meeting,  —  This 

Committee  were  „  it-.. 

Samuel  Lndicott 


John  Foster 
Philip  Chase 
Perley  Putnam 
Ichalx)d  Nichols  Jr. 
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This  Committee,  A  Majority  of  whom,  reported  that  the 
School-House  might  be  repaired  for  about  300  Dollars,  (and 
made  by  altering  the  Seats  to  accomodate  120  Boys)  the 
School  house  may  be  made  all  that  the  interest  of  the  Town 
now  calls  for  in  that  District  at  the  present  time.  This 
report  having  been  read,  was  not  accepted  by  the  Town. 
A  Munoritv’  of  the  Committee  thought,  that  the  old  School 
house  was  not  worth  repairing,  and  if  300  Dollars  was  ex¬ 
pended  upon  it,  it  w'ould  be  an  old  house,  after  it  was  re¬ 
paired  and  it  would  be  but  a  few  Years  before  it  would  want 
as  much  more  laid  out  on  it,  and  after  all,  it  was  not  such 
a  building  as  the  interest  of  that  School  District  now  re¬ 
quired.  After  the  Town  heard  the  opinion  of  the  munority 
of  the  Committee,  they  determined  to  build  a  new  School 
House  in  that  District.  —  and  the  bove  Committee,  (of 
whom  J  H.  Andrews,  was  chairman),  was  raised. 

Copy  of  Letter  from  S  C  Phillips  To  Theodor  Fames 

Salem  April  22d  1829 

Theodore  Fames  Esq 
Dear  Sir 

The  School  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  for 
some  time  past  the  Expediency  of  abolishing  Corporal  pun¬ 
ishment  in  the  Grammar  and  High  Schools.  —  they  learn 
that  in  other  simalar  Schools  the  Experiment  has  been  fully 
tried  and  with  success;  so  much  so,  that  the  opinion  has 
been  unequivocally  expressed  that  the  discipline  of  such 
Schools  instead  of  being  impaired,  has  been  improved  by 
the  Substitution  of  punishments  which  have  proved  to  be 
more  congenial  to  the  character  and  better  Suited  to  the 
Circumstances  of  Boys  at  School. 

The  School  Committee  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  as 
yet  to  pass  a  formal  Vote  prohibiting  the  infliction  of  Cor¬ 
poral  punishment;  but  they  have  unanimously  instructed  me 
to  Express  their  earnest  wish  that  the  instructors  of  the 
Grammar  and  High  Schools  would  endeavour  to  introduce 
Such  an  arrangement  into  their  respective  Schools,  in  the 
belief  that  it  will  eventually  prove  more  satisfactory  to 


56 


SALEM  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  RECORDS 


the  instructors,  Gratifying  to  parents  and  beneficial  to  the 
Scholars. 

I  am,  Sir,  Very  Respectfully 
Your  Obedt  Servant 
Stephen  C.  Phillips 

Chairman  of  School  Committee 

A  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Theodor  Eames  Esq  Master  of 
the  Grammar  School,  to  the  School  Committee 

Salem  March  30th  1830 

To  the  School  Committee 
of  the  Town  of  Salem 

Gentlemen,  The  concealed  and  disingenuous  course 
pursued  by  the  Committee  of  the  last  Year  in  reference  to 
the  discipline  of  the  School  under  my  care  and  which  first 
came  to  my  Knowledge  in  October  last  led  me  to  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  fixed  determination,  to  relinquish  the  office 
of  Instructor  in  that  School,  as  Speedily  as  a  Just  &  neces¬ 
sary  regard  to  my  own  situation  and  circumstances  would 
permit.  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  para¬ 
mount  duty  of  providing  for  a  dependent  family  was  the 
sole  and  only  cause  that  prevented  me  from  passing  my 
resignation  to  the  committee  by  the  Same  messinger  who 
brought  me  the  communication  in  October  last. 

I  then  thought,  and  now  think  that  the  passing  of  the 
vote  in  March  last  prohibiting  the  inflection  of  corporal 
punishment  in  the  Grammar  School  without  preveous  Con¬ 
sultation  with  me  on  the  Subject  or  an  intimation  Given 
me  that  Such  a  vote  was  in  Contemplation,  and  the  con¬ 
cealment  of  it  from  my  knowledge  after  it  was  passed,  till 
October,  was  in  the  highest  degree  uncourtious  &  disrespect- 
full,  was  in  fact  a  Gross  insult  upon  me  as  one  of  the  In¬ 
structors  of  the  Public  Schools,  and  an  unwarrantable  out¬ 
rage  upon  my  feelings,  as  an  individual,  —  Add  to  this 
the  direct  falsehood,  of  which  the  Chairman  of  that  com¬ 
mittee  was  Guilty,  in  the  communication  which  he  sent  me 
in  April  last,  and  his  unmanly  attempt  in  October  to  con¬ 
strue  that  Communication  into  an  Order,  to  forbear  inflict¬ 
ing  Corporal  punishment  in  the  School,  —  and  a  series 
of  Measures  is  presented  which  appears  to  me  to  be  neither 
dignified  nor  honorable  to  that  Committee  as  a  body. 
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The  chairman  wrote  me  in  April  Expressly  (I  quote  his 
very  words,  from  the  letter  now  before  me)  The  School 
Committee  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  as  yet  to  pass  a 
formal  Vote  prohibiting  the  infliction  of  Corporal  punish¬ 
ment  and  yet  at  the  very  moment  when  he  pened  that  para¬ 
graph  there  existed  on  the  records  of  the  Committee  and 
had  been  there  for  More  than  a  Month  a  formal  &  Explicit 
vote  prohibiting  in  unqualified  terms  the  inflection  of  Cor¬ 
poral  punishment  in  the  Grammar  School,  and  he  Knew  it 
Is  ^is  Gentlemen  the  Kind  of  intercourse  that  is  proper 
To  be  maintained  between  the  Committee  and  the  Instructor 
of  the  Public  Schools,  —  Is  it  a  matter  of  no  consequence 
what  the  Committee  and  the  Instructor  thinks  of  each  other, 
and  how  they  treat  each  other.  Is  Such  conduct  consistent 
with  that  full  and  unsespecting  Confidence,  that  open  in¬ 
genuous  and  fair  dealing;  that  frank  and  Gentlemanly  de¬ 
portment  which  I  have  supposed  ought  always  to  Subsist 
between  them;  Is  the  practice  of  Concealment  of  dissimula¬ 
tion  of  downright  falsehood  the  way  to  cherish  and  perpetu¬ 
ate  betw’een  them  those  sentiments  of  esteem,  of  mutual 
respect  and  Good  will  which  are  so  manifestly  and  essential¬ 
ly  necessary  to  the  proper  management  and  success  of  the 
Public  Schools,  —  I  think  not,  but  if  it  be  so,  if  such  pro¬ 
ceedings  as  I  have  mentioned  indicate  truly,  the  relation 
that  actuly  Subsists  and  ought  to  Subsist  beUveen  them  — 
then  I  regret  that  I  did  not  Know  this  Seven  Years  ago. 
I  should  then  have  learnt  in  time  to  have  avoided  the  de¬ 
gradation,  that  the  Instructor  of  a  Public  School,  is  a  mere 
Slave,  —  a  Helot,  to  be  tasked  and  hardened  and  trampled 
upon  by  a  Sett  of  petty  tyrants,  in  the  shape  of  School  Com¬ 
mittee,  men  who  may  with  impunity  turn  him  handcuffed 
and  fettered  into  his  school  room,  and  if  he  is  not  insulted, 
mocked  and  Spit  upon  there  it  is  because  his  boys  possess 
more  dignity  of  Soul  &  more  manliness  of  character  than 
his  malignant  and  unfeeling  oppresors:  What  I  would  ask 
Could  be  expected  from  an  Instructor  who  Could  submit 
to  such  treatment?  With  What  Sentiments  of  honor  with 
What  principl  of  vertue.  With  What  pure  elevated  or  Gen¬ 
erous  feeling  Could  such  a  miserable  degraded  wretch  be 
expected  to  inspire  the  Youth  who  should  be  committed  to 
his  charg?  Could  he  teach  them  Selfrespect  at  the  moment 
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when  he  was  himself  tamely  submitting  to  the  Most  hu¬ 
miliating  imposition?  Could  he  teach  them  to  prize  the 
blessings  of  civil  liberty  when  every  movement  he  mad 
would  be  accompanied  by  the  clanking  of  his  own  chains? 
or  could  he  enkindle  in  their  youthfull  bosoms,  an  ambition 
to  aspire  to  high  and  honorable  Stations  in  Societv'?  No, 
Never  —  It  is  a  Situation  in  which  no  man  who  possess  the 
Soul  and  Sperite  of  a  man  ought  to  suffer  himself  to  be 
placed,  —  Yet  this  is  Substantially  the  Situation  in  which 
it  appeared  to  be  the  object  and  intention  of  the  Committee 
to  place  me.  —  and  at  a  time  too  when  it  was  most  ungen¬ 
erous  to  do  it.  They  abruptly  abolished  the  only  Santion 
that  had  ever  been  relied  upon  in  the  School  as  a  dernier 
resort  in  case  of  flagrant  and  obstinate  disobedience  without 
providing  any  Substitute  whatever;  and  to  this  not  the 
Slightest  intimation  has  been  Given  me  respecting  the  course 
to  be  pursued  in  the  case  above  alluded  to.  All  Corporal 
Punishment  are  forbidden,  and  there  the  matter  rests:  and 
the  Instructor  is  thrown  so  far  as  I  can  see  upon  the  pity 
and  forbearance  of  his  Scholars!  This  Covert  and  Crooked 
policy  appears  to  me  so  much  the  more  odious  and  inex¬ 
cusable  as  it  was  altogether  unecessary.  I  challang  the 
Committee  to  show  that  my  conduct  as  an  Instructor  of  the 
Grammar  School  has  been  such  as  to  Justify  them  in  Sup¬ 
posing  that  I  should  not  at  all  times  Cheerfully,  and  heartily 
cooperate  with  thim  in  any  measure  that  should  have  the 
prosperity’  and  respectability  of  the  School  for  their  object. 
That  they  might  have  found  abler  advisers  than  myself  I 
can  easily  admit  but  still  I  insist  that  my  connexion  with  the 
School  Gave  me  a  claim  which  the  Committee  were  not 
at  liberty  to  disregard  to  be  consulted  at  least  to  be  informed 
of  a  measure  so  vitially  and  perhaps  fatally  affecting  the  dis¬ 
cipline,  the  order,  improvement  and  value  of  the  School, 
as  the  vote  of  last  March.  If  that  Committee  passed  the 
vote  without  consultation,  with  any  one,  and  without  any 
previous  enquiry  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  and 
its  probable  effect  upon  the  School,  then  I  undertake  to 
Say  that  they  voted  with  unpardonable  rashness,  and  temeri¬ 
ty  —  and  if  they  did  consult  with  any  person  or  persons 
on  the  Subject  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Instructor  of  the 
School,  which  was  to  be  immediately  affected  by  it.  — 
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Then,  I  have  a  right  to  say,  and  do  say  that  by  so  doing 
they  forfeted  all  title  to  his  Confidence  &  respectful  con¬ 
sideration.  I  of  course  Know  that  Committee  officially  only, 
as  a  bord  of  Town  officers,  and  as  Such  I  have  Speak  of 
them  I  Know  not  the  vote  or  opinion  of  any  individual  of 
them  on  the  measure  of  which  I  complain  except  by  con¬ 
jecture;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  those  votes  were  unani¬ 
mous. — 

The  terms  of  this  Communication  Sufficiently  Show  that 
I  have  sensibly  felt  the  indignity',  and  wrong  which  have 
been  done  me  although  feelings  of  selfrespect  have  prevent¬ 
ed  me  from  making  them  a  Subject  either  of  complaint  or 
conversation  in  public  or  private.  I  have  thought  it  proper 
thus  to  apprize  the  existing  Committee  of  the  views  and 
considerations  which  have  induced  me  to  relinquish  a  Situa¬ 
tion  which  I  have  occupied  for  nearly  seven  Years:  and 
having  done  this  I  have  only  to  add,  that  my  connexion 
withe  the  Grammar  School  will  cease  on  the  seventeenth  of 
April  next.  Engagements  Elsewhere  will  I  expect  render 
it  impracticable,  for  me  to  extend  the  time  of  continueing 
in  the  School  beyond  the  period  I  have  mentioned  and  if 
an  earlier  day  for  leaving  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
Committee  it  would  be  equally  Satisfactory  to  me. 

I  am  &c  Theodore  Tames 

The  Letter  of  Mr.  Eames  having  been  read  and  fully 
Considered  by  the  Committee  the  following  resolutions  were 
unamimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  School  Committee  have  perused  the 
Same  with  Surprise,  and  regret,  and  that  they  cannot  re¬ 
frain  from  Expressing  their  full  &  entire  Conviction  that 
the  aspersions  of  the  conduct  and  motives  of  the  Committee, 
an  especially  of  the  Veracity  and  honor  of  the  Chairman, 
are  indecorous,  unjust  and  Calumnious. 

Resolved,  that  the  acrimonious  temper  and  unchristian  feel¬ 
ings  manifested  by  Mr.  Eames,  in  that  letter  are  inconsis- 
tant  with  the  suitable  and  faithfull  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  office. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  feel  constrained 
to  put  an  end  to  his  engagements  as  a  Master  of  the  Gram¬ 
mar  School  forthwith. 
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Resolved,  —  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  transmit  to  Mr. 
Eames  a  Copy  of  the  forgoing  resolutions 
April  1  1830  H  J  Lord  Clerk 

The  following  Gentlemen  were  on  the  bord  of  School 
Committee  this  Year,  Viz  Hon  Stephen  C  Phillips  Chair¬ 
man  Nathl  L  Rogers,  Mai*  A.  Ward,  Ebenezer  Shilla- 
bar,  George  Peabody,  Rufus  Babcock,  John  Walsh,  Jos¬ 
eph  Hodges,  Rufus  Chote,  Stephen  W  Shepard  Elisha 
Mack,  Charles  Lawrence,  Nathaniel  Silsbee  Jr.  Nathl  J 
Lord,  Perley  Putnam,  Caleb  Foot,  Warwick  Palfrey  Junr. 
William  E.  Hacker,  Israel  Huntington.  The  most  of  the 
above  named  Gentlemen  Served  on  the  board  of  School 
Committee  last  Year. 

Complaint  against  Master  Eames  etc 

October  2  3d  1 829  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
On  Complaint  of  Stephen  W  Shepard,  against  the  Principle 
of  the  Grammar  School.  Voted  —  That  Mr.  Eames  &  Mr. 
Shepard  be  notified  that  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  will 
be  held  at  the  Clerk’s  office  tomorrow  evening  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  Considering  Said  Complaint  and  that  they  be  re¬ 
quested  to  attend  Said  Meeting. 

24th  Committee  present  —  Messrs  Phillips  Ward,  Pal¬ 
frey  Shillabar  Chote,  Lawrence,  Peabody  Mack  Walsh 
Roberts  &  the  Clerk  the  following  preamble  and  votes  were 
passed  Whereas  Mr.  Stephen  W  Shepard  has  formely  re¬ 
quested  the  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  circumstance 
under  which  punishment  was  yesterday  inflected  on  his 
Son  by  Mr.  Eames  instructor  of  the  Grammar  School,  in 
Consequence  of  which  request  Mr.  Eames  &  Mr.  Shepard, 
have  this  evening  been  heard,  by  the  Committee  and  the 
Committee  are  now  more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  dispencing  with  Corporal  punishment  in  the  Gram¬ 
mar  &  English  High  School  therefor.  Voted  —  That  the 
Order  passed  March  11  1829,  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  “That  Corporal  Punishment  be  henceforth  Entirely 
Abolished  in  the  Grammar  &  English  High  School”,  Shall 
be  considered  hereafter  as  obligatory  in  the  discipline  of 
Said  Schools.  Voted  That  the  fore  going  proceedings  be 
Communicated  to  Mr.  Eames  and  Mr.  Shepard.  Voted  — 
That  Said  Order  of  March  1 1th  1829  be  communicated  to 
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the  Master  of  the  English  High  School.  Note  The  Order 
of  March  11th  had  never  been  communicated  to  either  of 
the  Masters. 

Signed  A  Huntington  Clerk 
1810  June  26  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
Present  —  Rev.  William  Bentley,  Chairman,  Rev.  Edward 
Turner,  Rev.  Joshua  Spaulding,  Rev.  Lucius  Babbs,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Crowninshield  Esq  Jos  E  Sprague  Esq  Joshua  Dodge 
John  Hathorne  Jr.  Voted  —  That  a  Committee  Consisting 
J  Hathorne  Jr  Jos  E  Sprague,  &  Edward  Turner,  be  directed 
to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the  Grammar  &  of  the  East 
Schools,  and  make  their  report  at  the  next  Quarterly  Meet¬ 
ing 

July  25  —  The  above  Committee  Report,  unanimously, 
that  they  found  the  Grammar  &  East  Schools,  deficient  in 
Instruction  and  Discipline  and  recommended  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  other  Masters,  and  the  report  was  unanimously 
accepted,  without  debate.  And  it  was  Voted  Unnanimous- 
ly,  that  these  Schools  be  discontinued  and  that  the  present 
Masters  be  recommended  to  resign,  and  that  the  Chairman 
and  Joseph  E  Sprague.  Esq  be  directed  to  report  to  them 
the  will  of  the  Committee,  and  then  report  their  answer  to 
the  Committee,  that  as  early  as  convenienly  might  be.  Said 
Schools  Might  be  opened  under  more  able  Instructors. 

July  27  —  Notifications  were  sent  by  the  Committee  to 
the  alxjve  Masters,  that  they  would  be  called  upon  this  day 
at  6  PM.  they  were  accordingly,  and  had  information  of 
the  wishes  of  the  Committee 

In  relation  to  the  removal  of  Master  Lang 

Augt  22  —  Mr.  Lang  returned  the  Keys  of  the  East 
School  with  a  letter  to  the  Chairman,  and  a  Meeting  of  the 
Committee  was  this  evening  Augt  — 3d  Upon  reading  of 
the  letter  agreed  that  the  Subject  be  refered  to  a  Committee 
consisting  of  the  chairman,  Benjamin  Crowninshield, 
&  Jos  E  Sprague,  to  provide  a  Master  for  the  East  School, 
either  temporary  or  permament  as  the  interest  of  the  School 
might  require  and  draw  for  the  usual  payments,  in  con¬ 
sequence  it  was  agreed  that  Dr.  Daniel  Berry'  should  be  the 
Master  for  the  present,  and  he  was  accordingly  introduced 
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by  the  chairman  in  the  name  of  the  Committee  the  next 
day  at  the  usual  School  terms. 

May  6  1817  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
at  B  R  Nichols  office  among  other  things  it  was  Voted  That 
John  Prince  Jr.  Dr.  Nathl  Peabody  and  Joseph  E  Sprague 
be  a  Subcommittee  to  Consider  of  the  Expediency  of  re¬ 
moving  Mr.  Gray,  and  appointing  another  School  Master 
in  his  Stead.  Also  of  removing  the  Center  School  House, 
or  of  Building  another 

Attest  Benjn  R,  Nichols  Clerk 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  on  Friday  May 
23rd  1817.  At  B.  R.  Nichols  ofice.  Present  Daniel  A. 
White,  John  Pickering  John  Prince  Jr.  Nathaniel  Peabody 
Ohver  Hubbard  Gideon  Barstow  Stephen  W'hite  Joseph 
E  Sprague  &  Benjamin  R.  Nichols.  The  Committee  ap¬ 
pointed  upon  the  Subject  of  removing  Mr.  Gray  and  of  a 
new  location  of  the  Center  School  house  made  report  as 
follows. 

The  Sub  Committee  appointed  to  Consider  of  the  Ex¬ 
pediency  of  removing  Mr.  Gray  and  appointing  another 
School  Master  in  his  Stead,  also  of  removing  the  Center 
School  house  or  building  another  report:  That  they  felt 
it  to  bee  their  duty  previous  to  making  a  report  on  the 
Expediency  of  removing  Mr.  Gray  to  Go  into  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  four  English  Masters  Schools;  that  they 
visited  Said  Schools,  without  Giving  any  previous  notice  to 
the  Instructors;  that  there  were  present  at  the  examination 
of  the  Eastern  School  one  hundred  &  forty  eight  pupils; 
and  Seventy  in  the  Western  School;  that  both  Schools  were 
w'ell  regulated,  and  well  instructed,  in  reading,  writing 
Spelling,  Arethmetic  EngUsh  Grammar  and  Geographia; 
that  in  the  Western  School  during  the  last  Year  there  has 
been  Great  improvement,  and  much  credit  is  due  to  Mr. 
Saucer  the  Instructor.  That  in  the  Northfields  School 
there  were  present  at  the  Examination  Sixty’  nine  pupils; 
that  there  were  large  Classes,  in  all  the  branches  as  taught 
in  the  other  Schools  above  mentioned.  That  Said  pupils 
were  deficient  in  reading  and  in  discipline  and  that  they 
were  not  SuflBciently  thorough  in  Grammar  and  Geography; 
That  the  Center  School  under  Mr.  Gray,  there  were  only 
forty  four  pupils  present  at  the  Examination  Eight  of  whom 
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Could  neither  read  or  Spell,  and  ought  not  to  have  been 
received  from  the  Women’s  Schools;  that  of  the  remaining 
thirty  Six,  thirty  read  tolarbly  well;  Some  few  of  whom 
Say  four  or  five  as  well  as  any  in  the  other  Schools;  that 
there  was  Great  want  of  discipline  in  the  Said  School;  that 
there  were  only  five  Scholars  who  had  paid  any  attention 
to  English  Grammar  and  none  of  these  could  pars;  That 
there  was  no  class  who  recited  in  Geography  and  the  In¬ 
structor  Manifested  apparent  Ignorance  of  the  mode  of  In¬ 
structing  pupils  in  both  Grammar  &  Geography;  That  there 
were  but  Six  Scholars  in  arithmetic  and  a  small  number 
who  wrote;  That  from  the  long  continued  State  of  this 
School,  all  confidence  of  its  being  improved  under  the 
present  Instructor  is  hopeless.  They  —  Therefore  reco¬ 
mend  that  Mr.  Gray  be  removed  from  the  instruction  of 
Said  School,  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  August  next; 
and  that  notice  thereof  be  forthwith  given  to  him  and  a 
new'  instructor  provided,  for  Said  School.  That  with  respect 
to  a  new  location  of  the  Genter  School  or  building  another 
house  it  is  at  this  time  inexpedient;  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  posponed  untill  after  the  Experiment  of  a  new  instructor 
in  the  center  School,  has  been  provided. 

All  which  is  Submitted 

Signed  John  Prince  junr 
Nathaniel  Peabody 
Joseph  E.  Sprague 

At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Gommittee  at  B  R  Nichok 
ofifice  Wednesday  Augut  6th  1817  Voted — Unanimously, 
that  Mr.  Amory  Felton  be  appointed  Instructor  of  the  School 
now  under  the  Gare  of  Mr.  Gray,  his  term  to  Gommence 
on  the  first  of  September  next. 

Sept  28  1822  —  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Gommittee 
at  the  Selectmens  room.  Voted — that  it  is  the  Opinion  of 
the  Gommittee  that  the  present  State  of  the  Grammar  School 
is  not  Such  as  the  Gommittee  have  a  right  to  Expect  —  and 
that  the  Sub  Gommittee  (Judge  Story',  Mr.  Nichols,  John 
Pickering,  Leverett  Saltonstall  Mr.  King)  for  that  School 
Gonfer  with  the  principle  of  the  School  upon  the  Subject. 
Voted — that  the  Bell  of  the  East  School  be  disposed  with 
and  removed. 
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Octr  4  1822  Voted  —  that  Mr.  Henry  K  Oliver  As- 
sestant  at  the  Grammar  School,  receive  an  addition  to  his 
Salary  of  $150  pr  annum,  to  Commence  from  the  first  of 
Octo^r  1822. 

April  10  1823  —  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Commit¬ 
tee  at  the  Selectmens  room  Voted — that  Mr.  Days  resigna¬ 
tion  be  accepted  Voted  —  That  Messrs  Saltonstall  &  ICng 
Consult  with  Mr.  Eames  &  report  at  the  next  meeting  con¬ 
cerning  his  being  appointed  to  the  Situation  vacated  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Day. 

Deer  13  —  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
Present  Messrs  Story  Chairman  Pickering  Saltonstall  Tread¬ 
well  King  Sprague  &  the  clerk.  Voted — that  the  Sum  of 
75  Dollars  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expense  of  an 
evening  School  to  be  Kept  during  the  winter  the  present 
Season  by  Master  Hood,  for  the  benefit  of  indigent  Scholars 
above  Sixteen  Years  of  age,  who  have  been  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  School  Education 

April  26  1823  —  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Commit¬ 
tee  at  the  Selectmens  room.  Voted  —  that  the  Clerk  in¬ 
form  Mr.  Day  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  School  Committee, 
that  the  present  arrangement  of  dividing  the  Grammar 
School  be  dispensed  with  and  that  all  the  boys  be  Kept  to¬ 
gether  in  the  lowery  room  during  School  hours.  At  this 
Meeting  Mr.  Eames  letter  was  received  as  follows, 

Salem  April  26th  1823 

To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Salem, 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  had  the  Subject  of  my  appointment  to  the  Office 
of  Principle  of  the  Grammar  School,  under  Serious  Con¬ 
sideration,  and  take  this  Opportunity  to  State  that  I  have 
Concluded  to  accept  it  —  Much  time  has  elapsed  Since  I 
have  been  actively  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  Youth  and 
my  pursuits  have  been  diverse  from  that  imployment;  But 
you  may  rest  assured  of  my  best  exertions  to  promote  the 
wellfare  and  respectabillity  of  the  School  you  have  com¬ 
mitted  to  my  care  &  1  indulge  a  hope  that  the  results  of 
my  labours  will  eventually  Satisfactory,  to  all  concerned  and 
accept  my  sincear  acknowledgments,  for  the  very  hberal  and 
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Generous  manner  in  which  this  appointment  has  been 
tendered  to  me  by  the  Committee;  and  permit  me  to  sub¬ 
scribe  myself,  with  Great  respect 

Your  Obedt  Servant 
Theodore  Fames 

Present  at  the  above  Meeting 

Messrs  Story  (Chairman)  Treadwell,  Hawes  King  and 
Nichols  etc 

A  L.  Peirsons  Clerk 

March  3d  1824  —  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  Present  Messrs  Pickering  Nichols,  &  (Fames  having 
withdrawn  from  the  board  of  School  Committee  Messrs 
Story  &  Saltonstall  absent  at  Washington)  Treadwel  Haws 
King  Sprague  &  A  L  Peirsons. 

Dismissal  of  Master  Gale 

Voted  —  on  the  Petition  of  Mr.  Hood  for  a  division  of  his 
School,  that  his  request  be  put  on  file  to  be  acted  upon  after 
the  next  Choice  of  School  Committee  by  the  Town.  Voted 
Unanimously,  Mr.  Gale  having  at  the  unanimous  request 
of  the  School  Committee  Give  notice  that  he  would  resign 
on  the  first  of  April  next,  that  the  Clerk  be  Ordered  im¬ 
mediately  to  Advertise,  for  a  Master  to  take  Charge  of  the 
South  School,  on  that  day. 

March  26  —  It  appearing  to  the  Committee  that  Mr. 
Gale,  Master  of  the  South  School,  immediately  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  advertisment  for  a  New  Master,  delivered 
the  Keys  of  the  South  School  House  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Committee,  and  refused,  any  longer  to  Keep  Said  School 
and  that  the  same  is  now  vacant  Voted  —  that  the  Com¬ 
mittee  now  proceed  to  choos  by  ballot  a  Master  for  the 
South  School  Voted  unanimously — that  Mr.  Ira  Cheever 
of  Marblehead,  be  the  Master  of  Said  School. 

June  16  —  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  Mr. 
Henry  K.  Oliver  was  appointed  Master  of  the  Fnglish  High 
School  for  Boys  at  a  Salary  of  One  Thousand  Dollars. 

Fstablishment  of  the  High  School 

That  for  the  admission  to  the  Fnglish  H  School  at  the 
approaching  examination  the  Candidates  Shall  be  at  least 
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twelve  years  of  age.  —  Shall  produce  from  his  late  instruc¬ 
tor  a  Certificate  of  Good  moral  character  &  of  Respectable 
attainments  in  Reading  W'riting  Arithmetic,  Spelling,  Eng¬ 
lish  Grammar,  &  Geography;  and  that  the  Clerk  cause  notice 
of  the  regulation  to  be  Given  in  the  Pubfic  Prints. 

(Candidates  were  examined  June  27,  1827) 

July  14  1827  —  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
Voted — that  Messrs  Brown  &  Randalls  proposals  for  build¬ 
ing  the  Two  School  Houses  at  $1475  each  be  accepted  there 
proposals  being  the  low'est  Submitted 

Establishment  of  Schools  for  Girls  &c 

Voted — that  the  West  School  House  (for  Girls)  be  lo¬ 
cated  on  Beckford  Street,  on  land  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Stearns 
forty  feet  in  front,  extending  in  the  rear  about  one  hundred 
feet  the  fence  which  forms  the  boundary  line  Voted — that 
the  East  School  House  (for  Girls)  be  located  on  the  Town’s 
land  near  the  Engin  house  on  East  Street  Mr.  Henry  J. 
Hamilton  is  appointed  Master  of  the  Western  School  for 
Girls  Mr.  Rufus  Putnam  is  appointed  Master  of  the  Eastern 
School  for  Girls 

Augt  18th  —  V'oted — that  the  Sub-Committee  of  Miss 
Dennis’s  School  be  authori/.ed  to  remove  the  same  to  the 
School  House  in  Beckford  Street.  Voted — that  the  School 
on  the  Turnpike  be  discontinued  as  soon  as  the  School 
House  in  Beckford  Street  is  ready  to  receive  it,  &  that  the 
Clerk  be  directed  to  inform  Mrs.  Andrews  of  the  Same. 
And  that  her  Services  will  no  longer  be  required.  Candi¬ 
dates  for  admission  to  the  Masters  Schools  for  Girls  must 
be  at  least  Nine  years  of  age  &  that  they  be  received  only 
at  the  Commencement  of  Each  tirm. 

Octr  Voted — that  the  Salaries  of  the  Masters  of  the 
Schools  for  Girls  commence  from  the  first  of  October. 

July  3d  1830  —  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
A  representation  was  made  by  the  Sub-Committee  of  the 
English  High  School  relative  to  the  Dismissal  of  Reuben 
Ropes  from  the  Said  School.  Voted — that  the  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  be  requested  to  attend  at  the  School  and  publicly 
to  Express  the  disapprobation  Entertained  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Offence  with  which  Said  Ropes  has  been  charged, 
by  Mr.  Oliver,  and  in  Consequence  of  which  he  has  been 
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temporarily  dismissed  from  Said  School;  —  And  further  to 
State  that  in  consequence  of  the  temporary  absence  from 
School,  to  which  he  has  already  Submitted,  the  Committee 
acceed  to  his  restoration  upon  Condition  of  his  Making 
an  acknowlegment  of  his  fault,  in  the  presence  of  the  Sub 
Committee. 

N  J  Lord  Clerk 

The  reasons  Given  by  Mr,  Oliver  for  dismissing  Said 
Reuben  Ropes  from  the  English  High  School,  are  as  fol¬ 
lows,  Viz 

He  says  that  about  a  week  before  he  Sent  Ropes  down 
to  Mr.  Lords  office  in  Washington  Street  after  the  record 
Book  of  the  School  Ropes  wore  a  Cap  on  his  head,  and 
went  into  Mr.  Lords  Office,  —  Asked  for,  and  Obtained 
the  Book  and  came  away,  without  taking  his  Cape  from  his 
head,  a  day  or  two  after  Mr.  Lord  fell  in  Company  with 
Oliver,  and  among  other  Conversation  Mr.  Lord  asked  Mr. 
Oliver  if  he  allowed  his  Boys  to  Go  into  folks  Offices  without 
taking  off  their  Hats,  Oliver  says  Certainly  not,  and  then 
asked  Mr.  Lord  what  he  ment  Lord  then  told  him  the 
Mannar  in  which  Ropes  came  after  the  Book.  Oliver  Said 
he  would  punish  him  for  it,  accordingly  the  next  day 
Oliver  Says  to  Ropes  You  Go  Down  to  Mr.  Lords  office  and 
Bring  me  up  Such  a  Book  (nameing  it)  Ropes  Says  Yes, 
and  attempted  to  Get  his  Cap.  —  Oliver  Says  Stop  You 
must  go  without  your  Cap.  Why  So  Says  Ropes,  Oliver  Says 
because  when  you  went  there  the  other  day  you  didnot  take 
of  your  Cap,  when  you  went  into  Mr.  Lords  Office.  Ropes 
Said  he  went  into  the  office  very  quick,  was  there  but  a 
minute,  and  he  forgot  to  take  his  Cap  off.  Oliver  Says  now 
Sir  Go  without  your  Cap.  Ropes  Says  he  should  not  like 
too  Oliver  Says  you  shall  have  your  choice  to  Go  down 
to  Mr.  Lords  office  without  your  Cap  or  leave  the  School. 
Ropes  immediately  left  the  School.  His  father  (Capt  Ben¬ 
jamin  Ropes)  immediately  entered  a  Complaint  to  P.  Put¬ 
nam  one  of  the  Sub-Committee  for  Said  School,  who  im¬ 
mediately  called  upon  Mr.  Oliver  for  an  Explanation  and 
he  Stated  the  facts  as  above;  and  since  the  Boy  had  dis¬ 
obeyed  his  order  and  he  should  not  come  back  to  School 
again  with  his  Consent  unless  he  complied  with  his  order. 
Viz,  Go  from  the  School  to  Mr.  Lords  office  without  his  hat. 
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Putnam  Said  that  if  he  rightly  understood  the  Subject, 
Ropes  had  not  exactly  disobeyed  his  order,  as  he  (Oliver) 
had  Given  Ropes  his  choice,  either  to  Go  and  do  the  errend 
without  his  Cap,  or  leave  the  School,  and  he  choose  the 
latter.  Willie  H.  Cook. 

After  considerable  conversation  Oliver  agreed  that  Ropes 
Should  Go  back  to  School,  and  awaite  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Subject  at  their  next  meeting.  Ropes 
returned  to  School  the  next  day,  and  asked  Ohver  what 
Lession  he  should  Get.  Oliver  Says  1  dont  know  any  thing 
about  You,  You  may  do  as  you  please;  1  have  nothing  to 
do  with  you,  as  you  have  come  or  have  been  sent  back  by 
the  Committee  without  Obeying  my  order  &  without  my 
Consent.  The  next  day  Capt  Ropes  Called  on  the  Sub 
Committee  and  informed  them  of  the  Conduct  of  Mr.  Oliver 
towards  his  Son. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Committee  was  immediately  Called 
when  the  whole  Subject  was  Submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee,  —  And  after  due  deliberation  the  fore¬ 
going  Order  of  July  3d  1830  was  passed  The  Committee 
present  at  this  meeting  were  as  follows  Messrs  Phillips 
Babcock  Shepard  Huntington,  Upham  Putnam  Putnam 
Foote  and  the  Clerk. 

Reports  Against  High  School 

Nov  5  1831  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
Present  Messrs  Upham,  Lawrence  Rogers  Lee  P  Putnam 
Mack  Wheatland  Babcock  Silsbee  Shillabar  Russell  &  the 
Clerk.  Voted  —  Considering  the  unfavorable  reports  that 
have  been  made  to  the  Committee  by  the  Sub-Committee  of 
the  High  School,  after  the  two  last  Examinations  and  in 
addition  to  those  reports  the  representation  made  to  the 
Committee  by  three  of  five  appointed  to  Examine  into  the 
State  of  Said  School.  Voted  —  That  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  and  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  High  School,  ii;- 
form  Mr.  Brook  the  Instructor  of  Said  School  of  the  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  the  State  of  Said  School,  and  that  time  be 
allowed  Mr.  Brook  for  restoring  his  School  to  a  proper 
Subordination;  and  that  they  Communicate  a  Copy  of  this 
vote  to  Mr.  Brook. 
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Deer  3  —  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  &  the  Sub 
Committee  of  the  High  School  reported  that  they  had  be¬ 
come  Satisfied  that  the  vote  of  the  last  meeting,  which  they 
were  directed  to  Communicate  to  Mr.  Brook,  was  passed 
under  a  misapprehension  of  the  State  of  the  facts,  and  the 
report  of  the  Sub  Committee,  that  there  had  been  two  un¬ 
favourable  reports  of  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  School,  and 
therefore  had  delayed  Communicating  the  vote  to  Mr.  Brook. 
And  recommended  that  the  vote  be  not  Communicated,  to 
Mr.  Brooks. 

Report  Accepted 
Signed  N  J  Lord  Clerk 

Jany  14  1833  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
Present  Messrs  Russell  Frothingham  Williams  Lord  C 
Chase  Myrick  Spencer  Brown  Willis  Lee  &  Cox  the  Chair¬ 
man  being  Absent  Col  Russell  was  appointed  Chairman  pro 
tern.  Voted  —  That  Mr.  Hambleton  be  dismissed.  That 
Messrs  Lee  &  Cox  together  with  the  Sub  Committee  of  the 
Beckford  Street  School  be  authorized  to  procure  a  Master 
for  Said  School,  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  Voted  — 
That  the  Clerk  be  authorized  to  Advertise  for  a  Master  for 
Said  School  Voted  —  That  application  must  be  made  be¬ 
fore  the  first  Saturday  in  Februar\’ 

Signed  C  G  Putnam  Clerk 
The  School  Committee  Meet  Feby  2d  1833  Applications 
of  Candidates  for  the  Beckford  Street  School  were  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Committee.  The  Committee  proceeded  to  Ballot 

Mr . -  -  Fairfield  was  Ellected.  The  Committee  of  the 

South  District  made  an  unfavourable  report  respecting  the 
South  Primary  School  C.  G  Putnam  Clerk 

Increas  of  Pay  to  Female  instructors  in  Primary-  Schools 
Nov  16  —  At  A  School  Committee  Meeting,  On  Motion 
of  Mr.  Wheatland  Voted — that  all  the  female  teachers  Ex¬ 
cepting  the  Tapley  Brook  School,  receive  each,  for  their 
Services  One  hundred  &  fifty  Dollars  pr  annum,  and  no 
Greater  Sum  Shall  be  allowed  to  any  one  School  unless  by 
a  Special  vote  of  the  Committee  and  this  vote  Shall  take 
effect  from  and  after  the  present  Quarter 

John  C  Lee  Clerk 
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Organization  of  the  School  Committee 

1834  The  School  Committee  Chosen  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  in  March  Consists  of  the  following  Members  Viz 
Rev  Charles  VV  Upham,  John  M.  Ives,  Isaac  H.  Frothing- 
ham  Rev  James  VV  Thompson  Rev  Cyrus  P  Grosvenor 
Charles  A  Andrews,  George  H  Daveraux  Benjamin  Cox, 
Joseph  Hodges,  Cyrus  Chase,  A  J  Bellows,  A  G  Browne 
Isaac  Newhall,  Rev  Michael  Carlton  James  Chamberlin 
William  B.  Pike,  William  Leavitt  Edmund  Currier,  Per- 
ley  Putnam,  Charles  F  Putnam  Rev  J  Hamilton  Daniel 
Lord,  Emery  Johnson. 

At  the  first  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee  at  the 
Selectmen’s  Room.  Town  Hall,  March  26  1834  Present 
Messrs  Upham,  Newhall,  Frothingham  Ives  Carlton, 
Chamberlin  Pike  Leavitt  Currier  Brown  Thompson  P. 
Putnam  C  F  Putnam  Bellows.  Hamilton,  Lord,  Chase  & 
Cox  The  bord  was  organized  as  follows. 

Rev  Charles  W  Upham  Chairman 
Perley  Putnam  Vice  Chairman 
Isaac  H  Frothingham  Clerk. 

The  following  Sub-Committees  were  then  appointed  by 
the  Chairman,  and  accepted  by  the  board.  Viz — 

Laten  School  . .  Messrs  Cox  &  Thompson 

High  School  .  Brown  &  Daveraux 

West  Girl  School  .  Chase  &  Grosvenor 

East  ”  ”  _  Bellows  &  Hodges 

West  School  for  Boys,  &  Boston  St  &  Tapley  Brook  Primary 
School,  Messrs  Ives  &  Currier. 

East  School  for  Boys,  &  East  Primary  School  Messrs  John¬ 
son  &  Newhall. 

South,  for  Boys,  &  Primary  Hamilton  &  Pike 
Center  ”  ”  Charles  F  Putnam  & 

Chamberlin 

North  ”  ”  Andrews  &  Lord 

William  St  Boys  Andrew  St  Leavitt  &  Carlton 
Voted  —  That  the  Petition  of  John  Winn  Jr  and  others 
for  a  Primary  School  in  Bridge  Street  and  the  Vote  of  the 
Town,  on  Said  petition  be  referred  to  a  Sub-Committee,  who 
Shall  report  upon  the  Same  at  the  next  Meeting  of  the  board. 

Messrs  P  Putnam 

A  G  Browne 
I  Newhall 
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April  5  th  The  above  Committee  reported  in  favour  of 
removing  the  Primary'  School  House  from  Andrew  Street  on 
the  Land  of  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  Pickman  late  of  Salem 
deceased,  South  Side  of  Bridge  Street,  the  lot  next  east  of 
Dea  Whitman’s  Dwelling  House  at  a  rent  of  $12=- 50  pr 
annum.  The  Report  was  accepted  and  the  foregoing  Com¬ 
mittee  together  with  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  Andrew 
Street  Primary  School,  was  authorized  to  remove  Said  School 
house  and  put  the  Same  in  proper  repair  etc 

June  7  1834  Voted,  That  the  remonstrance  of  David 
Becket  and  175  others  against  the  admission  of  Blacks  into 
the  East  School  for  Girls,  be  refered  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  5  to  be  nominated  from  the  Chair,  to  report  upon  the 
Same  as  Soon  as  convenient  Messrs  Charles  A  Andrews, 
C  F  Putnam.  John  M.  Ives  Rev.  James  W  Thompson  & 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Upham  were  appointed.  The  above  named 
Committee  reported  in  favour  of  Establishing  a  Seperate 
School  for  the  Blacks  which  was  accepted. 

Augt  5  A  Committee  of  2  was  appointed, (Viz  —  Cyrus 
Chase  and  C  F  Putnam)  to  procure  a  room  and  Establesh 
the  School  for  Colored  Children,  and  it  was  Voted  that 
Wm.  B  Dodge  of  the  North  School,  be  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  to  be  established  for  Colored  Children.  Voted 
— That  the  Clerk  advertise  for  an  Instructor  for  the  North 
Salem  School  — ,  applications  to  be  received  till  the  2  5 Inst. 

Augt  30  1834  At  A  Meeting  of  the  School  Committee 
Present  Messrs  Upham,  P.  Putnam  Thompson,  Lord  Ives 
Carlton  Chase  Leavett  C  F  Putnam  Pike  Chamberhn 
Brown  Cox,  Bellows,  Grosvenor  an  the  Clerk  Applica¬ 
tions  were  offered  from  20  individuals  (whos  names  are 
below)  for  the  School  vacated  by  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Dodge  to  the  School  for  Colored  Children,  which  having 
been  read  by  the  Clerk  with  the  testimonials  attending  each 
application  the  following  Ballot  was  taken. 

Whole  number  of  Votes  15 
Necessary  to  a  Choice  8 

Mr.  Albert  Lackey  of  Danvers,  had  8  votes  and  was  declared 
Elected. 

N  West  3d  4  votes 

D  H  Sanborn  2 

Gustavus  Newhall  1 


I 
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Names  and  residents  of  applicants  for  the  North  School, 
Viz  — 

Newton  C  Marble, 

Bradford 

Mass 

James  Oliver 

Salem 

9* 

Dyer  H  Sandborn 

Marblehead 

99 

James  Ropes  Jr 

Salem 

99 

Frederick  VV  Choate 

Beverly 

99 

Amos  Morrill 

Salisbury 

99 

Charles  Herrick 

Topsfield 

99 

George  Cook 

Nashua 

99 

John  Dearborn 

Salem 

99 

George  Giddings 

Ipswich 

99 

William  A  Burnham 

Danvers 

99 

James  H  Dodge 

Beverly 

99 

Samuel  Clark 

Sherburn 

99 

C.  B.  Dearborn 

Marblehead 

99 

Gustavus  Newhall 

Lynn 

99 

Daniel  P  Galleup 

Beverly 

99 

Charles  A  Peabody 

99 

Jeremiah  Sandborn 

Lynn 

99 

Nathl  West  3d 

Salem 

99 

Albert  Lackey 

Danvers 

99 

There  has  been  received  into  the  Town  Treasury  the  Sum 
of  Five  hundred  and  thirty  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  =- 
the  Same  being  the  amount  to  which  the  town  was  entitled 
under  the  distribution  of  the  income  of  the  School  fund  of 
this  State.  Of  the  number  and  amount  of  Orders  drawn  on 
account  of  the  Salem  School  Department  from  March  30th 
1835  to  March  19  1836  inclusive. 

Number  of  Orders  Drawn,  164,  amounting  to  $10,445=20 


As  follows. 

For  Salaries  of  Instructors  &  Assistants  8  561—56 
Repairs  of  School  Houses  &  Incidental 

Expenses  663  57 

VVoood  for  the  Use  of  Schools  393 . 00 

Books  for  the  Use  of  Children  317—53 

Appropriation  to  Establish  School  Libraries  177—53 

Rents  of  Land  &  buildings  132  30 

Purchas  of  School  House  in  Boston  Street  200 — 00 


10,445—20 
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East  S.  Gray  150  Essex  Street  Towns  Land  Lower  floor  of  East  School  for  Girls 

Tapley’s  Brook  Appointed  by  about  Boston  Old  Road  "  "  Brick  1  Story  High 

Sub  Comt  200 
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The  Apparatus  belonging  to  the  High  School  May  be  esti¬ 
mated  at  about  One  hundred  Dollars 

The  Sub-committee  to  whom  were  assigned  the  care  of 
the  two  English  Grammar  Schools  for  Girls,  —  having 
attended  to  the  Examination  of  Said  Schools,  on  the  20th 
&  21st  of  May  the  day  on  which  the  last  term  ended,  re¬ 
spectfully  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  Exam¬ 
ination 

First  TTie  East  School  under  Mr.  Rufus  Putnam  whole 
number  of  Scholars  during  the  term  161 

First  Class  whole  number  20  number  left  7 


Second  ” 

” 

”  23 

9t 

”  2 

Thurd  ” 

”  40 

”  6 

Fourth  ” 

”  36 

•'  6 

Fifth 

** 

”  42 

** 

’’  4 

161 

25 

25 

136  Present 

Second  The  West  School  under  Mr.  J.  B.  Fairfield 
Whole  number  of  Schollars  during  the  term  132 


First  Class  20  left 

3  absent  2  present 

15 

Second 

37  ” 

1 

”  2 

24 

Third 

38  ” 

1 

”  3 

34 

Fourth 
&  Fifth 

47  ’’ 

3 

”  10 

34 

132 

8 

17 

107 

The  Several  Classes  have  attended,  to  and  were  examined 
in  the  following  Studies,  Viz, 

First  Class  Geography,  Grammar,  History  Arithmetic  Read¬ 
ing  Writing  &  Spelling 

Second  Class  Arithmetic  Grammar  Geography  Reading 
Spelling  Writing  &  definitions 

Third  Class  Geography  Arithmetic  Writing  definitions 
reading  &  Spelling 


LETTER  FROM  A  FORTY-NINER  RELATING  TO 
THE  GREAT  FIRE  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO  IN  1850 


Contributed  by  Col.  Lawrence  Waters  Jenkins 


The  writer  of  this  letter  was  James  VV.  Jenkins,  uncle 
of  Col.  Lawrence  W.  Jenkins,  Director  Emeritus  of  the 
Peabody  Museum  in  Salem.  As  one  of  the  Forty-niners, 
he  witnessed  the  havoc  wrought  by  the  disastrous  fire  in 
San  Francisco  in  1850,  and  wrote  this  letter  home  to  his 
brother  on  letter  paper  embellished  with  a  picture  of  the 
conflagration.  This  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  rarest 
prints  of  that  time.  The  family  records  follow: 

James  William  Jenkins,  eldest  son  of  James  Jenkins 
(1787-1834),  born  in  New  York  City  28  Sept.  1811; 
died  in  Madison,  Ind.,  24  Oct.  1892;  married  Mary 

_  who  died  there  31  May  1876.  Went  to 

California  in  1849. 

Charles  Trinder  Jenkins,  youngest  son  of  James 
Jenkins  (1787-1834),  tern  in  New  York  City,  22  June 
1823;  died  in  Salem,  Mass.,  18  Nov.  1885.  Married  first 
in  Sacramento,  Calif.,  27  May  1862,  Lucy  Ann  Harron, 
dau.  of  Capt.  William  Mundy  and  Lucy  (Hill)  Harron, 
fomerly  of  Salem,  Mass.,  born  in  Salem  in  1831;  died  in 
Grass  Valley,  Calif.,  21  Feb.  1863.  Had  twin  daughters 
tern  in  Grass  Valley,  20  Feb.  1863;  both  died  in  Madison, 
Ind.,  Lucy  Harron  on  28  July  and  Addie  Easton  on  31 
July,  1863.  Married,  second,  in  Salem,  Mass.,  29  July 
1 869,  Lucy  Dane  Weston,  dau.  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  and 
Christiana  (Waters)  Weston,  tern  in  Salem,  25  Sept. 
1834;  died  there  22  March  1874.  Had  two  children: 
James  Percival,  tern  11  April  1870  and  died  11  Jan.  1872; 
Clarence  (changed  to  Lawrence  in  1877)  Waters,  tern  23 
Dec.  1872  and  living  in  Danvers,  Mass,  in  Oct.  1954. 
Married  third  in  Salem,  Mass.,  17  April  1879,  Angeline 
Mackenzie  Weston,  widow  of  Capt.  Edward  Weston, 
and  dau.  of  Capt.  Reuben  and  Isabella  (Hutchinson)  Mac¬ 
kenzie  of  Mt.  Desert,  Maine;  tern  in  Salem,  2  Jan.  1833; 
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died  in  Boston,  Mass.,  13  April  1892.  He  went  to  Cali¬ 
fornia  between  1850  and  1854  and  was  the  first  passenger 
to  come  all  the  way  East  by  rail  in  1869. 


San  Francisco  May  14th,  1850 
Tuesday,  2  Ock  P.M. 

My  dear  Brother 

I  wrote  you  per  steamer  1st  inst  and  forwarded  at  the 
same  time  two  small  packages  Gold  dust  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Whipple  of  Troy.  1  trust  you  will  receive  them  and  see  that 
they  are  safely  delivered.  We  have  had  scorching  times 
since  then,  the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  you  to  the  papers 
accompaning  this,  a  view  of  the  city  herewith  sent  is  acurate, 
At  the  Night  of  the  Fire  I  slept  at  Pendleton’s  and  was 
about  the  first  on  hand,  fortunately  the  winds  at  so  early 
an  hour  in  the  morning  are  light  otherwise  the  entire  city 
must  have  fallen:  In  my  desire  to  assist  P  &  Co.  a  small 
portion  of  my  own  property  was  destroyed.  I  had  purchased 
some  few  days  before  at  Auction  a  number  of  articles  and 
was  to  have  taken  them  on  board  the  Meteor  the  following 
day:  In  the  hurry  and  disorder  consequent  at  such  a  fire 
few  have  time  to  think  and  by  our  united  efforts  with  blan¬ 
kets  and  water  we  saved  the  building  I  am  at  this  moment 
writing  in.  Capt  Fulsom  the  owner  invited  Hotaling  & 
myself  to  dine  on  Sunday  last,  which  was  accepted  and  an 
aggreable  time  we  had  of  it.  I  suppose  my  loss  about  $200. 
I  had  no  idea  that  the  flames  had  reached  that  point  so 
soon  for  after  we  had  secured  the  safety'  of  the  City  Hotel 
I  turned  to  look  after  my  things  and  found  that  all  was 
in  vain,  the  commotion  was  awfull,  at  one  time  we  thought 
the  entire  Shipping  must  go,  I  had  my  Brig  hauled  out 
and  as  every'  sail  was  ready  she  could  have  left  in  a  few 
minutes. 

The  Yankees  are  a  curious  people  and  the  Spaniards, 
French  and  all  other  nations  look  on  in  perfect  amazement 
at  the  enterprise  of  all.  Buildings  are  going  up  again  like 
magic,  and  on  larger  scale  than  before;  one  man  in  particu¬ 
lar  had  (on  the  same  morning  and  not  three  hours  after 
the  fire)  the  hot  embers  put  out,  scraped  off,  and  timber 
carted  to  the  spot  for  a  fresh  start,  the  destruction  of  proper- 
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ty  was  terrible  and  for  the  last  few  days  boys  and  men 
have  been  digging  over  the  Square  for  gold,  I  found  quite 
a  nice  little  lot  myself  in  a  minute  some  unfortunate  fel¬ 
low  must  have  scattered  it  in  the  rush. 

I  had  some  funds  deposited  with  a  friend  but  they  were 
secured  early  —  and  I  must  continue  to  be  thankful  by 
escaping  with  so  slight  a  loss. 

The  Isthmus  leaves  tomorrow.  Steamers  are  now  be¬ 
coming  so  plenty  that  we  can  keep  each  other  posted  often. 

I  have  been  detained  longer  than  was  expected,  shall  prob¬ 
ably  get  away  in  ten  days.  The  John  Ettders  has  been 
chartered  for  Stockton,  the  party  to  pay  $1000  and  return 
her  here,  they  paying  every  expense.  I  shall  try  and  dis¬ 
pose  of  her  and  shall  (as  soon  as  my  means  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  offers)  purchase  one  of  the  many  beautiful  ships 
now  in  this  harbour  and  send  her  home,  I  have  a  Captain 
who  stands  ready  to  put  the  Enterprise  through. 

This  is  a  curious  country,  and  it  bothers  a  man  exceed¬ 
ingly  to  know  what  to  take  hold  of,  all  want  the  best. 
Brother  George  would  flourish  here  in  real  estate,  but  the 
climate  would  soon  use  him  up,  dysentary  is  the  prevalent 
disease  and  all  must  have  a  turn  at  it,  how  I  have  escaped 
remains  to  be  accounted  for,  while  at  home,  the  least  excite¬ 
ment  would  produce  it  on  me  and  I  was  continually  an¬ 
noyed,  now  more  excitement  prevails  and  I  am  well,  how 
the  dickens  is  it?  My  horse  is  in  the  stable  but  is  not  used, 
I  think  it  looks  best  for  business  to  walk  and  when  night 
comes  I  sleep  a  foot.  My  weight  is  increasing,  while  at 
home  my  average  was  115  to  16  now  it  is  139  lb  and  still 
it  comes. 

I  have  indulged  in  nothing  and  shall  maintain  my  posi¬ 
tion;  Gen'  Dupuy  is  here  and  is  extremely  anxious  that  I 
should  take  a  portion  of  his  water  lot  at  the  foot  of  one  of 
our  most  business  streets,  he  says  he  will  put  up  a  house 
for  me,  adjoining  his  and  do  everything  while  I  am  absent. 
I  have  partially  consented,  how  it  will  terminate  remains 
to  be  seen.  It  is  ticklish  to  be  in  business  here  I  mean 
a  regular  one,  I  feel  so  much  better  by  remaining  untied, 
free  to  go  and  come. 

It  is  now  established  that  the  best  localities  for  mercan¬ 
tile  operations  are  where  piles  can  be  driven  at  low  water 
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mark  and  warehouses  erected  thereon.  This  the  Gen'  is 
doing  and  he  proposes  to  drive  enough  for  me  and  make 
ever}'  arrangement  by  my  return.  The  expense  attending 
all  this  together  with  the  cost  of  a  water  lot  is  heavy  — 

ft  in 

1st  the  Lot  45.10  x  60  will  cost  6,000 

the  right  of  way  650 

”  piles  &  driving  1,500 

House  20x40  800 


$8,950 

The  lot  he  will  give  me  on  time  the  house  I  have  which 
I  purchased  at  auction  for  $570  intending  it  for  Capt.  Dana 
at  S.  Luis,  and  which  I  can  sell  for  $1000.  The  right  of 
passage  way  is  650,  but  it  entitles  me  to  one  half  of  wharf¬ 
age,  and  would  perhaps  clear  itself  in  6  mos  or  less;  this 
and  many  other  things  too  tedious  to  mention  are  constantly 
coming  before  me  and  it  requires  a  regular  philosopher  to 
know  which  is  preferable. 

My  old  partner  Root  has  busted  and  some  little  difficulty 
rests  between  us;  he  sold  and  appropriated  the  funds  of 
property  belonging  to  our  stockholders  at  home,  during  my 
absence  —  however  he  assures  me  that  all  will  be  right 
before  long  —  He  went  extensively  in  water  lots  and  used 
all  the  money  he  could  reach.  I  wish  you  to  be  particular 
in  making  any  remarks  relative  to  my  doings  here,  be  par¬ 
ticularly  dumb  —  You  hear  that  I’m  well,  quite  sufficient. 

I  shall  send  Mother  some  more  funds  by  next  steamer 
if  I  am  here,  at  all  events  I  shall  no  doubt  be  back  before 
one  month  —  and  now  dear  Brother  I  must  bid  you  good 
by,  give  my  love  to  Mother,  Grandmother  George  &  all, 
write  sister  Hannah  &  Susan  and  send  the  enclosed  Draw¬ 
ing  but  not  the  writing,  I  shall  soon  write  to  all  myself. 

Your  afif  Bro 


James 


NEW  EVIDENCE  THAT  SAMUEL  McINTIRE 
DESIGNED  HAMILTON  HALL 


By  Walter  McIntosh  Merrill,  Ph.D. 


Although  many  people  have  thought  that  Hamilton  Hall 
was  designed  by  Samuel  Mclntire,  documentary  proof  has 
been  lacking.^ 

In  searching  through  the  fireproof  vault  for  other  plans, 
however,  we  discovered  in  a  corner  wrapped  in  brown  paper 
an  uncatalogued  architect’s  drawing  for  the  first  and  second 
story  of  Hamilton  Hall.  This  plan  is  not  labeled  as  Mc- 
Intire’s,  but  the  penmanship  is  undoubtedly  his,  and  even 
the  color  of  paint  used  is  one  associated  with  him.  And 
so  it  would  seem  that  the  design  of  Hamilton  Hall  can 
definitely  be  attributed  to  Mclntire. 

The  document  in  question  may  have  been  given  to  the 
Essex  Institute  in  1893  by  Stephen  H.  Phillips,  as  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inscription  appears  in  his  hand  on  the  back  of  the 
sheet: 

Salem.  March  9.  1893 

I  found  these  plans  among  some  old  papers  of  my  grand¬ 
father,  Capt  Stephen  Phillips,  dec’d  He  had  some  duty  in 
connection  with  building  Hamilton  Hall,  being  named,  I 
think,  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  and  upon  the  building 
Committee. 

In  1806  the  name  of  Stephen  Phillips  appeared  on  two 
deeds  involving  the  land  on  which  Hamilton  Hall  was  being 
built.  Later  he  granted  the  land  to  “the  partners  in  the 
new  assemblv  house.”  See  James  Duncan  Phillips,  ibid., 
p.  295. 

The  memorandum  opposite  is  in  my  grandfather’s  hand¬ 
writing.  The  memorandum  in  question  is  a  technical  de¬ 
scription  of  the  dimensions  of  the  land  on  which  the  hall 
was  constructed. 

1  Fiske  Kimball,  Mr.  Samuel  Mclntire,  Carver,  The  Arch¬ 
itect  of  Salem  (Portland,  Maine,  1940),  p.  115;  .laineK  Duneaai 
Phillips,  “Hamilton  Hall,  the  Hall  of  the  Federalists,”  Ettsem 
In»titute  Historical  Collections,  LXXXIII  (October,  1947),  p.  296. 
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THE  DAY  BOOK  OF  HENRY  BUXTON, 
THE  BUCKLE  MAKER 


By  Bessie  Raymond  Buxton 


Henry  Buxton  was  a  great  grandson  of  Anthony  Buxton, 
of  Norfolk,  England,  who  settled  in  1636  in  Northfields, 
now  North  Central  Street,  Peabody,  and  the  homestead  is 
still  in  possession  of  his  descendants.  It  is  on  a  little  hill, 
and  all  Buxtons  who  have  been  born  on  this  hill  are  known 
as  "Buxtons-of-the-Mount”.  The  old  house,  which  stood  on 
the  opposite  side  from  the  present  house,  near  the  Indian 
spring,  still  existing,  was  built  by  Anthony  Buxton  and  by 
his  will,  bequeathed  it  to  his  son  Joseph,  who  occupied  it  in 
1692.  Joseph,  in  his  will,  bequeathed  it  to  his  son  Jona¬ 
than,  and  Jonathan’s  grandson,  another  Jonathan,  built  the 
present  house.  Anthony  Buxton’s  original  house  was  torn 
down  in  1858. 

Henry,  the  buckle  maker,  was  the  son  of  John  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Buffum)  Buxton,  and  was  born  in  1740  in  the  old 
house  which  stood  on  Central  Street,  in  the  very  center  of 
present-day  Warren  Street.  The  house  was  probably  built 
by  his  father,  for  Joseph  Buxton’s  will  gives  to  his  son 
John  —  "that  lot  of  land  where  his  house  and  barn  now 
stand,’’  so  it  would  seem  that  John  Buxton  built  the  house 
on  his  father’s  land.  John  was  a  tanner,  and  his  tannery 
was  in  his  own  field,  opposite  present-day  Tremont  Street, 
and  later  was  sold  to  the  first  of  the  Poor  family  of  tanners. 

On  October  17,  1765,  Henry  married  Ehnor,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Patience  (Boyce)  Osborn,  a  hneal  descen¬ 
dant  of  Lawrence  and  Cassandra  Southwick.  They  were 
Quakers,  and  the  quaint  old  marriage  certificate  is  still  in 
the  family,  the  ink  still  clear  and  black  on  the  yellowing 
parchment. 

“WHEREAS  Henry  Buxton,  of  Danvers  in  the  County  of 
Essex  in  the  province  of  thee  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New 
England,  son  of  John  Buxton  of  Danvers  aforesaid  De- 
ceassed,  AND  Elenor  Osborn,  daughter  of  Samuel  Osborn 
(80) 
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of  said  Danvers,  Husbandman,  HAVING  declared  their  in¬ 
tentions  of  taking  each  other  in  marriage  before  several  pub¬ 
lic  meetings  of  the  people  called  Quakers  in  Lynn  and 
Salem,  according  to  the  good  order  used  Among  them,  whose 
proceeding  therein,  after  deliberate  consideration  thereof 
with  Regard  unto  the  Righteous  Law  of  GOD  and  example 
of  his  people  Recorded  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  in  that 
case  they  appearing  clear  of  all  others  and  having  consent 
of  parents  and  others  concerned,  were  approved  by  said 
meetings  NOW  these  are  to  certifie  all  whom  it  may  concern 
that  for  the  full  accomplishing  of  their  said  intentions  this 
seventeenth  day  of  the  tenth  month,  called  October,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  five  they  the 
said  Henry  Buxton  and  Elenor  Osborn  appeared  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  assembly  of  the  afore  said  people  and  others  met  togeather 
in  their  public  meeting  place  in  Salem  and  in  a  Solomen 
manner  he  the  said  Henery  Buxton,  taking  the  said  Elenor 
Osborn  by  the  hand  did  openly  declare  that  he  took  her  to 
be  his  wife  promising  through  the  Lord’s  assistance  to  be 
unto  her  a  loving  and  faithful  husband  untill  Death  should 
them  Seprate.  AND  THEN  AND  THERE  in  the  said  As¬ 
sembly  the  Said  Elenor  Osborn  did  in  Like  Manner  declare 
that  She  took  the  Said  Henry  Buxton  to  be  her  husband  in 
Like  manner  promising  to  be  unto  him  a  loving  and  faithfull 
wife  tell  death  should  Seprate  them.  AND  MOREOVER 
the  said  Henry  Buxton  and  Elenor  Osborn,  she  according 
to  the  custom  of  marriage  asuming  the  name  of  her  husband 
as  a  further  Confirmation  thereof  did  then  and  there  to  these 
present  Set  their  hands  and  we  whose  Names  are  hereunto 
Subscribed  being  present  among  others  at  the  Solemizing 
of  their  said  Marriage  and  Subscription  in  manner  aforesaid 
as  WITNESSES  hereunto  have  also  Subscribed  our  Names 
the  Day  and  year  above  WRI'TTEN. 


John  Southwick 
Marey  Southwick 
Roger  Derby 
Joseph  Southwick 
Jeremiah  Hackar 
Daniel  Purinton 
Benjamin  Bickford 
Jonathan  Buffum 


John  Buxton 
Jonathan  Boys  Jun' 
Bethiah  Southwick 
Hannah  Nickels 
Lydia  Buffum 
Lydia  Osborne 
Ledy  Buxton 
Patience  Osborne 
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Mehetabel  Buffum 
Hannah  Purintun 
Hebekah  Northey 
Elisabeth  Southwick 
Anne  Hackar 
Rachel  Buffum 
Ruth  Purintun 
Bethiah  Dean 
Josiah  Southwick 
Joseph  Peaslee 
Joseph  Southwick 

For  his  bride,  Henry  built  the  house  still  standing  on  the 
corner  of  Central  and  Warren  Streets.  Later,  this  house 
was  occupied  by  Charles  Folsom,  whose  grandfather,  Peter 
G.  Folsom,  bought  it  from  the  Buxtons.  Henry  Buxton’s 
shop  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  house,  near  the  back 
door,  and  was  used  by  Mr.  Folsom  as  a  carpenter  shop  until 
1911,  when  it  was  torn  down.  It  had  settled  back  on  its 
foundations  until  the  floor  slanted  so  sharply  that  it  was 
difficult  to  walk  on  it.  The  location  is  verified  in  the  speech 
of  George  C.  Smith,  Esq.  of  Boston,  one  of  the  speakers  at 
the  Centennial  Celebration  at  Danvers,  June  16,  1852, 
who  said:  “Good  old  Uncle  Heni^’  Buxton  had  formerly 
carried  on  his  trade  of  buckle  making  in  a  little  shop  situat¬ 
ed,  1  think,  between  the  last  Buxton  house  and  Deacon 
Poor’s;  But  we  never  saw  any  of  the  products  of  his  in¬ 
genuity',  for,  poor  man!  his  occupation  was  gone  in  our  day 
and  had  been  since  that  memorable  morning  when  George, 
Prince  of  Wales,  made  his  appearance  in  London  streets 
with  shoe  strings:  then  buckles  became  unfashionable,  and 
of  course,  buckle  makers  were  no  longer  wanted.  The  little 
shop,  however,  with  its  closed  windows  showing  that  its 
trade  was  dead,  was  an  object  of  great  interest  to  the  young 
America  of  that  day,  and  I  remember  we  used  to  look  at  it 
with  a  sort  of  awe-struck  curiosity,  arising,  I  suppose,  from 
our  indefinite  ideas  of  the  unknow’n  operations  formerly 
carried  on  there.’’ 

There  is  no  doubt  what  those  "unknown  operations’’  were, 
for  we  still  possess  a  few  of  the  things  which  he  made,  shoe 
and  knee  buckles,  sleeve  buttons,  brass  buttons  for  men’s 
clothing  and  candlesticks.  Better  still,  two  volumes  of  his 


Amos  Buxton 
Samuel  Osborn  jn. 
patience  Osborn 
Eleanor  Buxton 
Henry  Buxton 
Abraham  Osborne 
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account  books  are  in  existence  with  interesting  records  of 
his  business  transactions.  The  first  volume  of  eighty  pages 
covers  the  years  1761-1773,  the  second  of  twenty-eight 
pages,  from  1784-1800.  The  books  were  begun  when  he 
was  twenty-one  years  old  and  continued  until  he  was  sixty. 
For  nearly  a  hundred  years  these  books  lay  in  the  attic  of  his 
son  Joshua’s  house.  When  the  house  was  cleared,  several 
boxes  of  books  and  papers  were  stored  in  the  loft  of  our  barn, 
and  finally  these  l^ks  were  found.  They  look  their  age 
of  nearly  two  centuries.  The  paper  is  hand  made,  probably 
of  linen  rags,  the  ink  is  still  black  and  the  writing  clearly 
legible.  The  spelling  is  phonetic,  as  all  spelling  was  before 
the  Revolution,  and  is  puzzling  at  times,  even  in  its  stark 
simplicity,  such  as  “ne”  buckles.  It  is  interesting  to  find 
so  many  familiar  names  in  these  books,  names  of  families 
still  hving  here,  and  the  phonetic  spelling  shows  how  they 
were  pronounced  in  the  olden  days.  Thus  we  find  Jon  and 
David  Goldthyte  or  Goldthrite  and  Sam’l  Darby,  in  the  Eng¬ 
lish  pronunciation.  It  recalls  the  vigorous  assertion  of  the 
Earl  of  Derby  when  he  visited  this  country  —  “You  may 
call  my  hat  what  you  like,  but  my  name  is  Darby!”  So  we 
find  Paul  and  Jacob  Osborn,  Daniel  and  Isaac  Reed,  Caleb 
Foster,  William  and  Dan’l  Felton,  Joseph  Wilkins,  Robert, 
Beniamin  talar,  Eligr  Nothy,  Stevin  Cooke,  Jemas  Bott, 
Ebenezer  Poop,  Eneeck  gudel,  Bet\’  Witemor,  phillip  Far- 
rentun,  thomas  witreg,  Asa  Cimbul,  Amos  Buxton,  John 
Tapeley,  Joseph  Poor,  Joseph  Ausgood,  Daniel  Needham, 
Willum  Sheleber,  Joseph  Hearthan,  Jorge  Southwick  and 
many  others.  There  is  an  almost  complete  absence  of 
women’s  names.  Business  in  those  days  was  a  man’s  affair, 
women  not  being  trusted  to  handle  money. 

The  first  year,  1761,  only  names  of  customers  and  the 
amount  of  their  purchases,  mostly  small,  were  entered.  The 
money  was  the  “old  tener”  or  Colonial  money,  pounds,  shil¬ 
lings  and  pence.  A  pound,  in  our  money,  was  about  $3.40, 
a  shilhng,  sixteen  and  two  thirds  cents,  nine  shillings  was 
$1.50,  six  shillings  one  dollar,  nine  pence,  twelve  cents. 
He  was  particular  to  state  “old  tener”  on  every  page  of  the 
first  book,  because  a  new  monetary'  system  was  coming  into 
use.  The  second  volume  does  not  mention  old  tenor,  al¬ 
though  pounds,  shillings  and  pence  were  still  used.  When 
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a  bill  was  paid,  a  line  was  drawn  through  the  amount,  and 
an  X  through  the  name.  As  a  whole  page  of  accounts  was 
paid,  a  large  X  was  drawn  from  corner  to  corner  of  the  page. 

The  books  are  kept  in  an  irregular  fashion.  Sometimes 
day  by  day  transactions  are  recorded,  sometimes  a  whole 
page  is  used  for  one  man’s  accounts  over  a  period  of  years. 
For  instance,  Samuel  Buffum  occupies  page  18;  he  was 
probably  the  Buffum  who  kept  a  store  in  Salem  at  Buffum’s 
Corner  (the  corner  of  Boston  and  Essex  Streets).  He  died 
May  23,  1818,  aged  74  years,  so  at  this  time  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old. 

1766.  Samuel  Buffum, 

to  buckles,  dt.  10-10-0. 

to  one  doz.  of  smal  buckles  3-18-0. 

to  Shew  Buckls  and  ne  buckls  5-2-0 


30-12-0  (about  $104.) 

May  1767.  Samuel  Buffum  Dt. 


to  one  doz.  of  ne  Buckles 

3-  0-0 

to  one  doz.  of  Smal  Shew  Buckls  3-18-0 

to  6  of  Shew  Buckls 

2-18-0 

Oct.  3  ye  1768  to  one  pear 

0-  8-0 

Samual  Buffum  Dt. 

to  6  pear  at  8-6 

2-11-0 

to  6  pear  at  6  s 

1-16-0 

to  3  pear  at  1 5s 

2-  5-0 

Samuel  Buffom  1765.  Cr. 

to  Clabbords 

4-10-0 

to  Bords 

27-  0-0 

All  duly  crossed  off,  paid. 

If  onlv  part  of  a  page  had  been  used,  another  year’s  en¬ 
tries  thriftily  filled  the  vacant  space,  for  papers  was  precious. 
So  we  find  on  page  22,  1765 —  Joseph  Purckens;  below, 
James  Goudey  1766,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  Caleb 
Foster  1768.  At  the  bottom  of  page  33,  under  entries  of 
1767  are  other  entries  of  1770,  1771  and  1772.  The 
next  page  has  entries  of  1767  and  at  the  bottom  of  page  42, 
which  records  business  of  1768  and  1769,  we  find:  "Feh- 
uery  15,  ye  1772,  Isaack  Willson,  Dt.  to  mending,  old  ten. 
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0-10-0,  Dr.  to  casting  a  pear  of  Silver  ne  Buckls  for  nuel 
[his  brother-in-law]  0-16-6.  Dt.  to  a  pear  of  Bras  Buckls 
for  nuel,  0-9-0”.  Isaack  Willson  was  a  tavern  keeper  in 
this  town,  a  man  with  Tory  sympathies.  Continuing  to 
serve  tea,  against  the  wishes  of  the  villagers,  he  was  obliged 
to  stand  in  public,  repeating  “I,  Isaack  Willson,  a  Tory  I 
be;  I,  Isaack  Willson,  I  sells  tea”.  And  there  are  people 
still  living  who  remember  when  children  used  to  repeat  this 
rhyme. 

On  December  30,  ye  1763  was  a  puzzling  entry:  loseph 
purkens  of  lebeacker,  which  was  finally  decided  to  be  Joseph 
Perkins  of  Chebacco.  The  name  was  spelled  in  various 
ways  —  lebecker,  Jebacker,  and  in  two  words,  Je  Bakar. 
From  this  man  he  bought  brass  for  his  work:  loseph  purkens 
of  lebecker.  Dr.  to  8  lb.  2V'i>  c.  old  bras,  2-2-6 
Cr.  8  lb.  old  bras,  2-0-0. 

Several  entries  each  year  showed  purchases  of  old  brass, 
occasionally  a  Dt.  entry  showed  a  business  exchange:  “Dec. 
20,  1765,  Dt.  to  10  pear  of  shew  buckles,  4-10-0.  Feb. 
15,  1766,  Dt.  to  4  of  small  buckels,  1-6-0.  To  2  of  large 
buckels,  1-0-0.  Aug.  1766,  Dt.  to  6  pear  of  large  buckls, 
2-18-0,”  Then  follows  a  whole  page  of  transactions  with 
Joseph  Perkins:  “Oct.  the  3,  ye  1766.  This  Day  Reckned  with 
loseph  Perckens  and  there  remaned  to  me,  old  ten.  7-12-5. 
Dec.  6  ye  1766,  loseph  purkens  of  Jebacker,  Cr.  to  10  lbs. 
of  old  bras,  2-11-9,  To  cash,  4-10-0.  loseph  purkens 
of  Je  Bakar,  Cr.  To  two  hang  chef,  4-10-0.  To  a  hang  chef, 
2-5-0.”  These  were  probably  large  shoulder  kerchiefs  of 
silk  or  fine  linen.  “To  old  Bras,  1-9-6.  To  old  Bras,  1-8-0. 
March  the  20,  ye  1767,  this  Day  Reikned  with  Joseph  Pur¬ 
kens  ther  Remaned  dew  to  me,  old  ten.  7-19-6.  To  3  pear 
of  buckls,  0-18-0.  May  23,  to  4  of  Buckls,  1-4-0.  June 
the  13  ye  1767.  Dt.  mending  a  pan,  1-4-3.  To  3  pear 
Large  Buckls,  1-10-0.”  Possibly  Joseph  Perkins  died  about 
this  time  for  his  name  does  not  appear  again,  and  on  July 
15,  1768,  he  began  buying  old  brass  of  Isaac  Perkins,  con¬ 
tinuing  until  November,  1771.  Isaac  Perkins  became  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  died  in  1821.  On  April  9, 
1771,  he  bought  8Vi»  lbs.  of  old  brass  from  Pal  Osborne  for 
2-11-0.  Only  once  did  he  note  selling  old  brass.  In  1765, 
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he  sold  some  to  Doctor  Holehock  (probably  Dr.  Holyoke  of 
Salem). 

John  tusel  is  a  strange  name  which  appears  in  the  first 
year’s  records,  in  1761,  and  frequently  thereafter,  until 
1772.  Usually  no  mention  is  made  of  the  transactions, 
except  cash,  but  when  it  is  mentioned,  it  is  always  “hiches”: 
"19  paer  of  hishes:  24  of  hiches.”  Research  at  the  Essex 
Institute  shows  that  this  man  was  John  Touzel,  a  native  of 
the  island  of  Jersey,  who  came  to  Salem  and  married  Susan¬ 
nah,  daughter  of  Philip  English,  in  1720.  He  died  on 
August  14,  1785,  aged  85  years. 

The  year  1762  begins  with  a  full  page  of  business  with 
Samuel  Darby.  The  first  three  entries  are  for  cash  trans¬ 
actions,  then  comes  the  first  specific  entry  in  the  books  of 
the  nature  of  the  goods  made:  “to  a  pair  of  sturrops,  3-1 5-0. 
To  bras  bucks  0-18-0.”  During  the  rest  of  the  year,  Samuel 
Darbv  bought  nine  more  “pear  of  Sturrops”  and  the  page 
is  crossed  off,  paid.  Darby  continued  to  be  a  good  customer 
during  the  year  1765,  buying  “Eyebrases  [for  harness]. 
Waiter  hoock  [for  check  rein],  rings  and  belt  buckles.” 
His  name  does  not  appear  again. 

Jonathan  Buxton  has  accounts  running  from  1761  to 
1769,  amounts  varying  from  15  shillings  to  3-7-0.  What 
he  bought  is  not  specified,  but  a  pair  of  shoe  buckles,  now 
in  the  possession  of  his  great  granddaughter  are  probably 
HenrA’  Buxton’s  work,  for  thev  correspond  closely  with  those 
found  in  grandfather  Buxton’s  home. 

In  January',  1765,  he  began  to  record  personal  settlement 
of  bills,  “Jan.  3  ye  1765.  Then  Reconed  with  Samuel 
Derby  [this  time  with  the  modern  spelling]  and  there  Re¬ 
mains  Due  to  me  old  tennor,  43-11-9.”  (About  $148.00) 
The  following  year,  “June  the  25  ye  1766  Thes  Day 
Reckned  with  Isaac  Reed  and  ther  Remaned  dew  to  me  old 
ten.  1-16-0.  June  24  ye  1768  John  Putnam  this  day 
Reckned  and  Setld  with”  but  no  amount  given.  “Dec.  26, 
1768  this  day  Reckned,  old  ten.  with  James  Buxton  and 
ther  remaned  dew  to  me  henry  Buxton  3-4-6.  Lawful  muny 
[this  perhaps,  is  the  new  money] .  This  day  Reckned  with 
Stevin  Cooke  and  ther  remaned  dew  to  me  Henry  Buxton 
4-9-9-3S.” 
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Occasionally  the  balance  was  on  the  other  side:  “Nov.  8 
ye  1771  then  Reckned  with  Isaack  Willson  Balance  dew 
to  him  old  ten.  1-0-9.”  There  is  a  similar  entry  with 
Nathaniel  Peabody  and  “Beniamin  talar”.  An  entry  of 
especial  interest  to  me  is  this:  “Sept.  24  ye  1768.  In  thes 
day  Reckned  with  Samuel  Osborne  [his  wife’s  father]  in 
dr.  to  a  desk  18-0-0.”  ($45.20)  This  is  the  desk  which 
came  to  us  from  grandfather  Buxton’s  house.  One  of  the 
secret  drawers  bears  the  date  of  1754. 

Buckles,  with  which  his  name  is  associated,  were  of 
various  kinds.  Horace  Buxton,  my  brother-in-law,  said  that 
his  grandfather  told  him,  when  he  was  a  child,  “My  father 
made  buckles  for  Salem,  Lynn  and  Boston  gentlemen  who 
came  to  his  shop,  bringing  silver  dollars  to  be  melted  down 
and  made  into  buckles.”  “Shew”  buckles  are  mentioned 
most  often  and  range  from  7-18  shillings  a  pair.  “Ne” 
buckles  from  3-9  shillings  and  “Harnes”  buckles  follow 
closely  in  price.  He  also  made  “learg”  buckles,  large  open 
buckles,  costing  18  shillings,  “middlen”  and  “smal”  buckles 
at  seven  shillings,  pinch  buckles  at  five  shillings,  belt  and 
breech  buckles,  the  latter  for  harness.  “Cut  ne”  buckles 
are  also  mentioned.  “Beniaman  Jacobs,  Dr.  Sept.  1771, 
To  casting  a  paer  of  silver  ne  buckls,  18-0-0.”  In  1768, 
Richard  Witreg  bought  “a  pair  of  silver  Buckls”  costing 
5-13-0.  Prices  varied  with  material  and  size.  “Dec.  1770 
Dcleuvered  to  Joseph  Nelburd  2  pear  of  Buckles  at  18 
Shillings  the  pear,  1-16-0.  6  pear  at  nine  shillings  the 

pear,  2-14-0;  a  pear,  0-7-0.”  Naturally,  buckles  needed 
mending  at  times,  and  there  are  plenty  of  such  entries — 
“to  mending  a  pear  of  Buckls  0-3-0.  Isaack  VV^ilson,  Dr. 
to  mending  a  pear  of  Buckls  0-5-0”.  Or  it  might  be  “mend¬ 
ing  a  warming  pane  for  Danel  Purrentun,  eight  shillings.” 

Boot  hasps  he  made,  from  two  to  six  shillings  a  pair,  and 
“shew  hiches,  1-10-0.”  “Sieve  Butens”  cost  from  0-1-3 
a  pair  to  0-11-4.  One  entry  is  “72  pear  3-12-0.”  Studs’ 
were  sold  in  quantity,  twenty,  fifty  or  a  hundred  at  a  time. 
The  price  for  a  hundred  studs  at  eleven  pence  a  pair  was 
4-13-4.  “A  doz.  of  butens”  cost  1-10-0  and  “Buckband 
Butens”  0-9-9.  These  were  for  abdominal  bands. 

Many  articles  were  made  from  brass;  he  lists  “Eye  brases, 
top  brases,  bells,  bunet  brases,  but  brases,  corner  brases. 
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apurn  brases,  bras  tips  [shaft  ends],  bras  dogs  [andirons], 
bras  handles  [for  furniture]  and  winder  brases  [the  side 
springs  on  old  windows] Some  of  these  are  clock  fittings, 
some  for  harness,  some  for  fireplaces.  “A  bras  kitel”  cost 
9-6-9.  Isaack  Wilson  bought  “a  Skimar”  which  cost  a 
pound.  - '“Bullet  moles”  he  made,  too,  for  1-10-0,  and  “a 
pear  of  Spun  moles”  for  Abraham  Shaw,  2-5-0.  Various 
parts  of  harnesses  were  made  also,  buckles  "tungs”,  high 
dees,  low  dees  [for  reins  on  a  saddle],  and  “but”  rings. 
A  “Sadel”  cost  Thomas  VVitreg  16-0-0,  and  a  “Bridel" 
1-12-0. 

Evidently  he  bought  and  sold  lumber.  On  May  4,  1767 
he  notes: 

Dan’l  Epes,  Dr.  to  Buckles  and  Butens  12-18-0 

Cr.  to  500  of  Clabbords  10-  0-0 

Cr.  to  7100  of  Bords  14-17-0 

Cr.  to  6006  of  Shingles  24-  0-0. 

He  also  bought  shingles  of  Paul  Osborne,  and  in  1767, 
jeames  Buxton  Dr.  to  hailing  of  wood,  8  lod  12-  0-0 
to  hailing  2  lod  3-  0-0 

to  hailing  1  lod  1-10-0. 

Daniel  Putnam  paid  him  3-15-0  for  a  saw,  0-12-6  for 
a  “chesel”  and  Henry  Cook  bought  two  axes  for  four  pounds 
and  a  gun  for  7-10-0.  John  Goldthyte  is  charge  “to  a  al¬ 
manack  0-2-6”.  Asa  Stiles,  “a  Ree”  0-7-6.  This  is  an  old 
name  for  a  sieve. 

As  Revolutionary  days  drew  near,  it  is  evident  that  the 
demand  for  buckles  lessened,  and  other  commodities  are 
mentioned.  In  1770,  Samuel  Osborne  to  a  Boaxirne  2-5-0. 
Two  pounds  of  Cofe,  0-18-0.  Beets,  0-4-6.  In  1771, 
half  a  day’s  work,  nine  shillings.  Fish,  0-3-4.  Seven 
pounds  “Shuger”  1-5-0.  “Cheever  coster  Dr.  by  ten  bushels 
of  puttaters  5-0-0. 

“Eligr  Nothy”  usually  bought  harness  parts —  hiches, 
tungs,  etc.  Also,  “Eligr  Nothy,  Cr.  to  3  galans  of  Rum,  old 
ten.  2-8-0.  To  14  pound  of  Shuger  2-5-0.  2  galans  of  Rum, 
1-12-0.  Two  more  galans  of  rum  1-12-0  and  7  pounds 
Shuger  1-2-6.  Total,  8-19-6.  Nov.  23  ye  1768,  Thes 
reckned  and  Setld.”  “Januery  2 —  ye  1770  Paul  osborne 
Dr.  By  three  pints  of  Rum  -6-0.  4  quarts  of  Rum  at  0-4-0”. 
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Samuel  Osborne  also  bought  rum,  four  quarts,  and  two 
quarts  of  “melasses.  2  paer  of  flasks,  6*0-0” 

On  “April  23  ye  1771  Asa  Cimbul  Dr.  by  28  Bushels 
of  Cole,  12-5-0.”  Is  it  possible  that  coal  was  used  as  early 
as  1771?  The  last  entry  in  the  volume  is  “Janauery  the  12 
ye  1773  thes  day  Reckned  and  setl  with  Pal  Osborne  and 
there  Remaned  Dew  to  him  old  tener  15-12-6”. 

The  first  entry  in  the  second  volume  is  dated  “Apriel  8 
ye  1784.”  Whether  the  volume  between  these  two  is  lost 
or  whether  he  gave  up  keeping  his  accounts  during  the  war, 

1  do  not  know.  Being  a  Quaker,  he  did  not  go  to  war,  of 
course.  His  work  now  was  chiefly  on  harness,  although 
some  buckles  are  noted.  “On  March  8  ye  1785,  he  made 
24  Buckls  for  Joseph  Poor  0-8-0.”  Prices  for  buckles  had 
dropped,  for  three  earher  entries  for  24  buckles  were  5-8-0. 
Perhaps  the  change  in  the  value  of  currency  accounts  for 
the  difference.  The  bill  included  “high  dees,  Warter  hooks. 
Eye  Brases  and  Loops.”  Joseph  Harthan  bought  “hiches”  in 
quantity,  nothing  else. 

A  paragraph  in  diflFerent  writing  reads:  “Danvers,  Jane’y 
4  1785  then  Rec’d  of  Henry  Buxton  Eight  pair  of  Brass 
Shew  Buckells  at  two  Shillings  a  par  which  I  promas  to 
Return  again  or  pay  the  Sum  of  Sixteen  Shillings  in  Leu 
of  Said  Buckells  when  Called  for.  Daniel  Putnam.”  And 
beneath  this  is  added  “Jan’ry  24  1787  Rec’d  the  above  in 
full,  Henry  Buxton”.  Other  entries  show  the  changed 
nature  of  his  work:  “February  1785  Jonathan  Osborne  Dr. 
to  cash  Delivered  to  Ebenezer  Bred  4-10-0.  To  Spuns 
1-4-0.  To  gold  wiers  0-4-6.  To  Cash  Delivered  to  Ed¬ 
ward  Southwick  2-14-0.” 

In  January  1787,  Ezekiel  Goldthwaite  bought  buckles 
“hiches”  and  also  “Eals,  sixpence.”  This  year,  the  women 
of  the  household  lent  their  efforts  to  supplement  the  failing 
income,  for  there  were  nine  children  to  be  fed.  The  looms 
and  spinning  wheels  must  have  clacked  and  whirred  inces¬ 
santly  to  fill  orders  for  Ezekiel  Goldthwaite.  In  January, 
they  wove  nineteen  yards  of  cloth  for  him,  for  six  shillings 
and  fourpence  —  one  dollar.  In  February,  two  “cover 
ledds”  four  shillings  each.  In  March,  thirty-five  yards  of 
“cloath  at  five  copers  a  yard,  nine  shillings  and  ninepence.” 
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In  April,  another  “CoverLad”  this  one  for  Ezeckel  Mach 
for  four  and  six. 

In  September  19i/4  yards  of  cloth  at  4i/^  pence,  0-14-3. 
Henry  was  not  idle,  for  in  September  he  worked  for  Ben- 
jaman  Jacobs,  "cutting  Stocks  and  gethering  corn”  receiving 
five  shillings.  In  October,  eleven  days  work  at  “digen  peta- 
ters  at  three  Shilns  the  day,  1-13-0.  Five  dayes  and  half 
day  at  0-1-2  the  day,  0-6-5.”  A  different  wage  scale  than 
now. 

On  March  26,  ye  1787  he  sells  to  “Joseph  Ausgood,  four 
bushels  of  petaters,  6  shillings.  Mending  the  buckel  of  a 
spier,  four  pence.  To  2  pare  children  buckels  at  10  pence, 
0-1-8,  2  pare  at  0-2-6,  15  shillings  and  2  pence”. 

The  following  spring.  May  1788,  he  worked  for  “Eeckel 
goldthrte.  To  2  days  at  planting,  4  shillings.”  In  June, 
‘To  1  day  at  weeding,  2  shillings.”  In  July,  “then  reconed 
with  Izekiel  Goldthwaite  and  found  due  to  him  12  shil¬ 
lings.”  This  is  the  first  instance  where  both  men  signed 
the  receipt.  In  November,  he  again  worked  for  Ezekiel 
Goldthwaite,  4  days  at  2  shillings,  iYj  days  at  a  shilling 
a  day.  That  same  month,  he  sold  “ungens”  for  0-8-5  to 
“Danial  Needam”  and  made  buckles  for  him,  3  pear  for 
3  shillings,  and  “Silver  Buckles  for  3  shillings,”  also  “a  pear 
for  Joanathan  Boyas”  for  4  shillings.  Again,  the  postwar 
prices,  for  silver  buckles  in  former  days  had  cost  from  one 
to  five  pounds  a  pair.  That  summer  he  worked  for  “Willum 
Shileber,  to  2  days  at  diging  mud,  0-6-0.  Dr.  to  2  tides 
at  digin  mud,  4  shilhngs.  To  1  day  hoing  3  shillings.” 
This  mud  from  the  mussel  beds  on  the  shore  was  used  for 
fertilizing  the  onion  fields.  This  month,  the  women  wove 
two  orders  of  34  yards  each  for  nine  shillings  sixpence  each 
order. 

In  a  different  writing,  there  is  this  entry:  “Danvers 
Jenuary  13,  1789 —  Then  Rackned  with  Josiah  Converse 
and  thair  was  due  to  me  One  pound  8  shillings  in  his  work. 
[Signed]  Henry  Buxton,  Josiah  Converse”.  This  entry  is 
in  the  writing  of  Josiah  Converse,  a  Woburn  man,  born  in 
1752,  who  came  to  Danvers  after  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth 
Green  of  Stoneham.  He  bought  chiefly  harness  parts,  “bras 
tips,  top  brases,  harnes  buckles,  high  dees,  eye  brases  and 
loops.” 
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A  new  name  in  June  1786,  is  "Joanathan  Boyas”  (Boyce) 
his  wife’s  uncle,  who  bought  3  pairs  of  Buckles  and  more 
the  following  February.  To  him  is  also  charged  “To  a  pick 
mended  at  Fosters,  0-1-0”.  And  in  May  he  made  a  pair 
of  silver  buckles  for  Jonathan  Boyce. 

Joseph  Poor’s  account  begins  November  14,  1788,  for 
weaving,  buckles  and  “sieve  butens’  a  kee,  a  Skimer,  5 
pounds  of  eles,  5  shillings,  half  a  day’s  work,  0-1-6,  mend¬ 
ing  a  kittle,  0-1-0,  half  a  bushel  of  appels,  0-2-0,  one  bushel 
of  petaters,  0-2-0.  Five  pecks  of  petaters  0-2-6,  a  fish, 
3d.,  a  peck  and  a  half  of  Flax  seed,  0-2-3,”  closing  with 
"This  day  Recned  all  accounts  with  Joseph  Poor  and  Re¬ 
maned  Due  to  me  1-1-0.  [Signed]  Henry  Buxton.  Joseph 
Poor”. 

In  August,  1792,  Joseph  Ausgood  bought  2  pair  of  “Sieve 
Butens”  a  pair  of  buckles,  a  barrel  of  apples,  0-11-3,  one 
"flower”  barrel,  0-1-2,  10  hundred  of  hay,  2-2-10,  a  total 
of  2-19-1.  October  1793,  to  cash  0-12-0.  To  21/.  bushels 
"apels”  0-8-9,  half  a  bushel  of  Onions  0-1-9.  and  more  hay, 
at  5s. 6d.  a  hundred,  6-13-6.  In  May,  1793,  his  account 
with  John  “Harthan”  shows  14i/^  days  work,  12  bunches  of 
onions,  2  oz.  of  “Turnuup”  seed,  0-1-0,  21/.  days  fishing 
and  three  days  picking  “appels”,  0-600.  The  last  entry  is 
"April  18  1797,  Joseph  Poor,  Dr.  To  23  yards  at  ninepence 
per  yard,  0-17-3.  Sept,  the  15,  1799,  14  yards  of  Diaper 
at  5d.  per  yard,  0-5-10.  17  yards  of  carpet  at  9d.  per  yard, 

0-12-9.  July  26,  1800,  44  yards  of  cloth  at  5d.  per  yard, 
0-1804.” 

Six  blank  pages  are  left  in  the  little  book.  As  he  did  not 
die  until  1827,  his  work  undoubtedly  went  on,  unless  he 
was  hampered  by  illness.  His  obituary  shows  the  regard 
in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow  townsmen: 

Died,  at  Danvers,  Oct.  5,  1827,  Mr.  Henry  Buxton,  aged 
87  years.  He  was  long  distinguished  as  a  most  upright  and 
amiable  man,  and  was  esteemed  by  men  of  all  parties  for 
the  simplicity  of  his  disposition,  the  generosity  of  his  tem¬ 
per,  and  for  the  friendliness  of  his  heart.  In  his  pursuits, 
his  character  was  marked  by  integrity  and  industry,  in  the 
domestic  circle  by  the  endearing  virtues  of  the  father,  hus¬ 
band  and  friend;  but  above  all,  for  his  contentment  and 
resignation  in  every  situation  and  on  all  occasions. 
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Early  American  Trade  With  Mauritius.  Edited  by 
A.  Toussaint.  1954,  86  pp.,  octavo,  paper.  Port 
Louis,  Mauritius:  Esclapon  Ltd. 

This  interesting  little  book  prepared  by  the  chief  archivist 
of  the  Isle  of  Mauritius  is  a  very  condensed  history  of 
American  trade  with  the  Island.  In  15  pages  the  editor 
gives  a  brief  summary  of  the  principal  facts  in  regard  to 
the  American  trade.  Then  follows  a  collection  of  38  docu¬ 
ments  taken  from  the  hies  in  Mauritius  and  in  the  State 
Department  at  Washington  which  illuminate  the  difficulties 
of  the  American  trade  at  the  Island,  and  then  follows  a 
calendar  of  all  the  American  voyages  to  the  Island  from 
1786  to  1810.  All  of  this  material  is  interesting  and  well 
edited. 

By  the  calendar  of  voyages  it  is  apparent  that  the  trade 
which  began  with  Mr.  Derby’s  Grand  Turk  rose  steadily 
from  1786  to  the  high  point  about  1790,  and  then  declined 
as  the  Quasi  War  with  France  progressed  to  the  low  point 
of  two  voyages  in  1794.  It  then  rose  for  two  or  three  years, 
only  to  reach  a  pretty  low  ebb  in  the  years  between  1799 
ana  1801.  The  high  point  was  98  voyages  in  1805,  from 
which  it  declined  until  Jefferson’s  wicked  embargo  stopped 
all  American  trade  from  December  1807  to  April  1809. 
After  the  ships  which  had  left  America  before  the  embargo 
had  arrived,  there  were  only  two  more  before  October  1 809, 
when  the  post-embargo  ships  began  to  arrive.  It  is  difficult 
to  understand  what  good  it  did  our  foreign  relations  with 
France  and  England  to  starve  the  Isle  of  France  for  eighteen 
months,  which  was  the  result,  as  we  were  the  chief  suppliers 
of  provisions  to  the  Island.  Ms.  Toussaint  does  not  recog¬ 
nize  the  difficulties  of  the  embargo,  however.  We  have  only 
noticed  one  slip.  The  frigate  Essex  did  not  bring  her  con¬ 
voy  back  around  Cape  Horn,  but  around  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  This  little  slip,  however,  is  a  detail  in  a  very  good 
ana  valuable  concise  summary  of  our  trade  with  the  Island. 

James  Duncan  Philbps 
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Hawthorne's  Doctor  Grimshawe's  Secret.  Edited, 
with  an  introduction  and  notes,  by  Edward  H.  David¬ 
son.  1954,  305  pp.,  octavo,  cloth.  Cambridge, 
Mass.:  Harvard  University  Press.  Price,  $5.00. 

Mr.  Davidson  has  here  presented  the  complete  texts  of 
Hawthorne’s  preliminary  studies  and  drafts  of  his  last 
romance.  Hawthorne  left  orders  that  his  unfinished  works 
were  to  be  destroyed  but  this  was  not  done.  Julian  Haw¬ 
thorne  edited  the  two  drafts  by  interpolating  sentences  and 
paragraphs  of  his  own  and  by  completely  rearranging  the 
text  and  published  the  results  as  “Dr.  Grimshawe’s  Secret.” 
The  full  text  with  scholarly  fidelity  has  been  presented  with 
all  of  Hawthorne’s  marginal  notes,  comments,  variants, 
deletions,  punctuations  and  spelling.  Mr.  Davidson  has 
written  a  comprehensive  introduction  of  the  events  and 
incidents  which  lead  up  to  Hawthorne’s  unsuccessful 
attempts  to  write  this  romance.  Hawthorne’s  notes  and 
comments  of  what  he  was  trying  to  do,  the  problems  he 
faced  and  finally  the  fact  that  he  just  couldn’t  finish  it  the 
way  he  wanted  to  make  a  fascinating  study  for  a  writer  who 
at  one  time  or  another  has  come  up  against  a  “writer’s 
block.”  Presented  in  this  manner  one  sees  an  author’s 
struggle  to  get  his  material  and  plot  in  working  order,  how 
he  shifts  from  one  view  point  to  another,  how  he  vacillates 
from  one  idea  to  another  and  finally  how  he  throws  up  his 
hands  and  says,  “What’s  the  use!” 

The  Romance  of  Time.  By  Brooks  Palmer.  1954,  54 
pp.,  quarto,  paper,  illus.  New  Haven,  Conn.:  Clock 
Nlanufacturers  Association  of  America,  Inc.  Price, 
$1.00. 

Mr.  Brooks  has  presented  in  this  book  a  concise  history 
of  clocks  and  watches.  The  emphasis  is  primarily  on 
American  makers,  and  manufacturers  with  brief  biographies 
of  the  principal  makers.  It  is  the  story  of  time  from  the 
early  beginnings  to  the  latest  synchronized  electric  clock 
with  the  last  chapter  on  the  part  played  by  the  watch  indus¬ 
try  in  time  of  war.  The  book  is  well  illustrated  and  there 
is  a  bibliography. 

Free  Love  and  Heavenly  Sinners,  the  Story  of  the 
Great  Henry  Ward  Beecher  Scandal.  By 
Robert  Shaplen.  1954,  273  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus. 
New  York:  Alfred  A.  Knopf.  Price,  $3.95. 
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This  is  a  simple  direct  account  of  the  six  months  trial 
of  Henry  Ward  Beecher  for  adultery  with  Mrs.  Theodore 
Tilton  and  the  events  which  led  up  to  it.  Beecher  at  the 
time  was  minister  of  the  Plymouth  Church  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  and  one  of  the  prominent  ministers  and  evangelists 
of  the  time.  “In  the  strange  unfolding  of  events  there  was 
a  fateful  irony.  One  thing  led  to  another  in  such  perfect 
catenation  that  truth  indeed  became  stranger  than  fiction.” 
From  the  event  of  Mrs.  Tilton  telling  her  husband  of  her 
sin  until  the  aftermath  of  the  trial,  Mr.  Shaplen  has  reported 
the  case  objectively  with  a  fine  eye  for  detail  in  the  modem 
manner.  He  also  has  a  rare  understanding  of  the  moral 
and  religious  background  of  the  period.  Mr.  Shaplen  has 
used  the  original  sources  to  great  advantage  especially  the 
court  transcription.  Sections  of  the  book  have  appeared  in 
the  New  Yorker. 

Hugh  Roy  Cullen,  a  Story  of  American  Oppor¬ 
tunity.  By  Ed  Kilman  and  Theon  Wright.  1954, 
376  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New  York:  Prentice- 
Hall,  Inc.  Price,  $4.00. 

This  is  a  well  written  fascinating  biography  of  the  “king 
of  the  Texas  wildcatters"  and  the  founder  of  the  Cullen 
Foundation.  Here  is  a  story  of  a  lad  from  a  tvpical  small 
town  who  worked  his  way  to  the  top  bv  means  ot  hard  work, 
courage  and  the  foresight  to  stand  by  his  convictions. 
Messrs.  Kilman  and  Wright  trace  his  career  as  a  cotton 
broker,  a  real  estate  man  and  as  an  oil  producer.  At  the 
present  time  Mr.  Cullen  is  devoting  as  much  energy  to 
the  Christian  spending  of  his  fortune  as  he  did  to  the 
acquiring  of  it.  Mr.  Cullen  is  a  rugged  individualist  and 
his  biography  should  be  an  inspiration  to  the  youth  of  today. 
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